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Boston  Cardinal  Backs  Vatican  on  Sexuality 


,  BOSTON  —  Humberto  Cardinal 
Medeiros,  spiritual  leader  of  two 
million  Catholics  in  the  Boston  Arch¬ 
diocese,  has  denounced  critics  of  the 
Vatican’s  recent  statement  on  Sexual 
Ethics,  and  reaffirmed  his  support  of 
the  Church’s  teachings  on  human 
sexuality.  In  a  6,000-word  pastoral 
letter  published  as  the  Cardinal’s 
Lenten  message,  the  Cardinal  stated 
that  scriptural  teachings  about  sexual¬ 
ity  have  “become  misshapen  when 
translated  into  the  modern  idiom,  e.g. 
the  justification  of  homosexual  rela¬ 
tions,  ‘living  together,’  etc.” 

The  recent  reaction  against  the 
Pope’s  Jan.  15  document,  according  to 
Cardinal  Medeiros,  “provides  concrete 
illustration  of  this  statement  [that 


scriptural  teachings  have“become  mis¬ 
shapen  when  translated  into  the  mod¬ 
ern  idiom”].  Cardinal  Medeiros  refer¬ 
red  to  the  Vatican  document  by  name, 
“Certain  Questions  Concerning  Eth¬ 
ics.” 

Cardinal  Medeiros  was  especially 
critical  of  “the  moral  nakedness”  of 
the  currently  sexually  permissive  soci¬ 
ety,  warning  that  new  norms  have 
“catapulted  our  civilization  into  the 
dark  caverns  of  hedonistic  confusion.” 
“Our  modern  culture,”  said  Cardinal 
Medeiros,  “is  seriously  lacking  in  its 
ability  to  give  a  vital,  personal,  and 
vibrant  meaning  to  sex.  The  acceler¬ 
ating  pace  of  sex  corruption  continues 
under  the  guise  of  sexual  freedom.” 

Medeiros  was  critical  of  individual 


solutions  to  matters  of  sexuality 
“which  are  not  in  harmony  with  the 
Church’s  teachings.”  “The  purpose  of 
Christianity  is  not  to  canonize  the 
newly  discovered  attitudes  toward 
psycho-sexual  health.  Nor  is  Gospel 
truth  to  be  viewed  as  nothing  more 
than  an  adjunct  to  modern  psychol¬ 
ogy.” 

Cardinal  Medeiros’  statement  is  in 
contrast  to  the  recent  pronouncements 
by  Bishop  Francis  J.  Mugavero  of 
Brooklyn,  who  although  generally 
supporting  the  Vatican  stand  on  sex¬ 
uality,  also  strongly  affirmed  the  “legi¬ 
timate  rights”  of  gay  people.  Muga¬ 
vero  also  supported  the  right  of  gay 
people  to  be  private  and  teachers. 

Father  Tom  Oddo  of  Dignity,  the 


national  organization  of  gay  Catholics, 
told  GCN,  “The  Cardinal’s  statement 
is  distressing  in  that  it  seems  to  view  all 
sexual  expression  outside  of  the 
Church’s  traditional  marriage  con¬ 
text  as  evidence  of  hedonism.  While 
some  sexual  expression  might  indeed 
be  self-seeking  and  manipulative,  many 
in  our  society  seek  responsible,  loving 
sexual  expressions  which  take  forms 
that  differ  from  the  Church’s  narrow 
context  of  marriage.  All  should  seek  to 
humanize  and  personalize  that  expres¬ 
sion,  and  rather  than  decry  this  as 
hedonism,  the  Church  should  provide 
a  realistic  framework  for  living  unself¬ 
ish  love  that  encompasses  sexual 
expression.” 


D.C.  Lobbying  Office  Goodstein  Priority 

Chicago  Conference  Opens  Amidst  Controversy 


CHICAGO  —  “That  a  new  or¬ 
ganization  be  created  to  lobby  Con¬ 
gress  for  full  civil  rights  for  gay 
people  in  these  United  States”  was  the 
central  issue  of  the  Advocate  Interna¬ 
tional  Conference,  held  at  Chicago’s 
Hyatt  Regency  O’Hare  Hotel  on 
Saturday,  March  27.  The  conference, 
called  by  the  controversial  publisher  of 
the  gay  male  newspaper  The  Advocate, 
David  B.  Goodstein,  took  place  just  as 
GCN  went  to  press  so  the  results  of  the 
conference  are  not  known  at  this  time. 

Governor  Milton  Shapp  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  was  slated  to  give  a  luncheon 
address  at  the  “by  invitation  only” 
conference,  and  Gary  Aldridge,  an 
openly  gay  aide  to  California  Senator 
Alan  Cranston,  was  scheduled  to  give 
the  keynote  address.  Despite  strong 
opposition  to  the  conference  from  gay 
quarters  because  of  Advocate  publish¬ 
er’s  Goodstein’s  characterizations  of 
some  gay  leaders  as  “neurotic  and 
unkempt”  many  of  the  most  visible 
gay  spokespeople  were  in  attendance. 
Jean  O’Leary  and  Bruce  Voeller  of  the 
National  Gay  Task  Force,  MCC  leader 
Rev.  Troy  Perry,  Washington  activist 
Frank  Kameny,  Nancy  Boyd  of  the 
National  Organization  of  Women,  and 
Joe  Beckmann, aide  to  Rep.  Elaine 
Noble, are  scheduled  to  go  to  Chicago. 

The  conference  agenda  was  com¬ 
posed  of  a  series  of  resolutions  put 
forward  by  Goodstein  along  with 
arguments  against  the  resolution  pro¬ 
posed  by  people  scheduled  to  attend. 
The  main  thrust  of  Goodstein’s  resolu¬ 
tions  was  the  creation  of  an  organiza¬ 
tion  to  lobby  for  federal  laws  in  areas 
of  federal  employment  discrimination, 
public  accommodations,  credit  and  in¬ 
surance,  and  immigration.  Another 
function  of  the  organization  would  be 
to  work  towards  forbidding  the  U.S. 
Military  from  discharging  servicepeo- 
ple  because  of  their  gayness. 

The  most  controversial  resolutions 
proposed  by  Goodstein  stated  that 
“Resolved:  That  chapters  create  local 
media  committees  to  make  certain  that 
gay  spoilers  cannot  dominate  the 
media  and  create  a  one-sided  image  of 
gay  people  by  providing  names,  ad¬ 
dresses,  and  telephone  numbers  of 
alternative  contacts  for  the  gay  point 
of  view.”  Another  Goodstein  resolu¬ 


tion  proposed  that  “Resolved:  That 
the  lobbying  office  created  herein  be 
required  to  make  certain  to  all  con- 
gresspeople  and  senators  that  gay 
people  are  not  always  or  even  often 
stereotypical  or  revolutionaries.” 

Rep.  Elaine  Noble  will  not  attend  the 
conference  because  of  the  conflict  of 
time  with  the  first  vote  on  the  gay 
rights  bills  in  the  Massachusetts  legis- 
ture. 

Rep.  Elaine  Noble  told  GCN  that 
she  was  considering  going  to  Chicago 
because  “I  want  to  hear  what  he  has  in 
mind.  I’d  rather  be  there  and  have 
input.”  While  she  admitted 
that  Goodstein  had  made  “unfortu¬ 
nate  word  choices”  she  indicated  that 
it  was  important  that  “people  be  there 
to  hear  things  first  hand  and  make 
input.” 

Noble  aide  Joe  Beckmann  stated 
that  “The  strongest  reason  to  go,  I 


think,  is  simply  that  a  lobby  may 
emerge  from  the  conference  and  that 
lobby  should  represent  everyone. 


BOSTON  —  Boston  Mayor  Kevin 
White’s  campaign  to  support  amend¬ 
ments  to  the  Boston  Human  Rights 
Charter  including  “sexual  preference” 
as  a  basis  for  non-discriminatory 
policies  is  “in  the  works,”  Rep.  Elaine 
Noble  told  GCN  last  week.  Noble 
revealed  that  she  was  planning  a 
meeting  with  Deputy  Mayor  Kathy 
Kane  as  well  as  the  Mayor  himself  to 
formulize  the  plan. 

“He’ll  do  it.  Nobody’s  forgotten 
about  it,”  Noble  told  GCN.  “It’s 
simply  a  question  of  timing.” 

During  the  campaign  White  stated  in 
a  letter  to  GCN  that  “I  would  support 
amendments  to  the  City  Charter 
forbidding  discrimination  on  the  basis 


We’ve  got  to  make  sure  that  that  hap¬ 
pens.”  “If  it’s  fascist,  we’ll  leave.” 
Beckmann  said. 


of  sexual  preference  and  would  issue 
an  amendment  to  the  City  Affirmative 
Action  plan  to  that  effect.” 

Noble  indicated  that  the  mayor’s 
announcement  should  be  ready  within 
the  next  month  and  a  half. 

As  part  of  his  proposal,  Mayor 
White  will  be  appointing  a  gay  member 
to  the  city  of  Boston’s  Human  Rights 
Commission.  Any  lesbians  or  gay  men 
who  are  interested  in  applying  for  the 
position  should  send  their  resume  to 
Rep.  Noble’s  office  at  the  State  House. 
However,  Rep.  Noble  emphasizes  that 
it  is  the  Mayor’s  screening  committee 
that  will  choose  the  gay  member  of  the 
Commission  and  not  Rep.  Noble 
herself. 


New  York  Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation  plays  a  leading  role  in  a  pro-abortion  demonstration  at  New  York’s  St.  Patrick’s 
Cathedral  for  International  Women’s  Day.  The  woman  in  the  casket  is  meant  to  reply  to  an  anti-abortion  demonstration 
which  featured  a  fetus  in  a  casket.  Photo  by  Betty*  Luo* 


Mayor’s  Proposal  ‘In  the  Works’ 
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SHAPPING  UP 
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GERRY  ON  GAYS 

PEORIA,  Illinois  —  President  Ger¬ 
ald  Ford  has  made  what  are  believed  to 
be  his  first  public  comments  on  gay 
rights.  According  to  the  Chicago  Gay 
Life,  while  campaigning  in  the  Illinois 
Republican  primary,  Ford  answered  a 
gay  rights  question  by  saying,  “I 
recognize  that  this  is  a  very  serious 
problem  in  our  society.  I  have  always 
tried  to  be  an  understanding  person  as 
far  as  people  are  concerned  who  are 
different  than  myself.”  The  President 
also  told  the  Bradley  University  audi¬ 
ence  that  “I  just  would  be  dishonest  to 
say  there  is  a  pat  answer  under  these 
very  difficult  circumstances.” 

GAY  TEACHERS 

NEW  YORK  —  An  NBC  News  poll 
has  revealed  that  48%  of  Americans 
would  oppose  gay  people  as  school¬ 
teachers  but  40%  were  in  favor  of  the 
idea.  The  question,  part  of  the  ‘‘What 
America  Thinks:  an  NBC  News  Poll” 
asked,  “Do  you  think  that  homosex¬ 
uals  should  be  allowed  to  become 
schoolteachers?”  NBC  commentators 
stated  that  they  “deliberately  picked 
schoolteachers  as  this  is  one  of  the 
most  sensitive  areas  in  talking  about 
homosexuals,”  and  added  that  the 
40%  figure  supporting  gays  in  the 
schools  was  “a  surprisingly  large 
number.” 

NO  SCHOOL 

SACRAMENTO,  Calif.  —  A  bill 
that  might  have  paved  the  way  for  gay 
teachers  in  the  state  of  California  was 
defeated  in  that  state’s  Assembly  by  a 
51-23  vote,  the  Advocate  reports.  The 
bill  would  have  codified  a  California 
state  Supreme  Court  decision  that 
teachers  cannot  be  fired  for  “immoral 
conduct.”  The  bill  would  have  restrict¬ 
ed  dismissals  for  immoral  conduct  to 
cases  in  which  questionable  activity 
relates  to  fitness  to  teach. 


KENTUCKY  SETBACK 

LEXINGTON,  Kentucky  —  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Kentucky  Dean  of  Students  Joe 
Burch  has  denied  the  application  of  the 
Gay  Student  Coalition  for  student 
organizational  status.  Burch,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Advocate,  made  the  decision 
on  February  9  in  a  battle  for  recogni¬ 
tion  that  has  been  going  on  since  1971. 
Appeals  to  both  the  U.S.  District 
Court  and  the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals 
by  the  Gay  Liberation  Front  (GLF) 
were  unsuccessful  in  the  past. 

The  school  newspaper,  the  Kentucky 
Kernel,  strongly  criticized  the  action  as 
“disappointing  because  it  belies  a 
simple  prejudice  and  a  refusal  to 
tolerate  an  organization  which  has 
proven  itself  responsible  and  of  interest 
to  a  sufficient  number  of  U.K.  students 
to  make  it  worthwhile.” 

WEINER  POSTSCRIPT 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Former  Los 
Angeles  Deputy  Mayor  Maury  Weiner, 
recently  convicted  for  “lewd  con¬ 
duct,”  has  been  sentenced  to  two  years 
probation  and  fined  $600.  The  defend¬ 
ant  in  a  w  idely  publicized  case,  Weiner 
recently  resigned  his  post  and  plans  to 
move  to  Washington,  D.C. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  —  About  130 
gay  and  non-gay  women  and  men 
attended  a  benefit  for  Dennis  Banks  on 
March  3rd  in  San  Francisco.  Banks  is 
an  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM) 
leader.  He  is  currently  fighting  extra¬ 
dition  from  California  to  South 
Dakota  on  charges  connected  with  the 
situation  of  Native  Americans  involved 
in  the  struggle  at  Wounded  Knee  on  the 
Pine  Ridge  Reservation.  He  also  faces 
federal  fugitive  and  Oregon  State 
charges.  The  benefit,  sponsored  jointly 
by  the  Gay  American  Indians  (GAI) 
and  the  June  28th  Union  (J28U),  a 
socialist  gay  men’s  group,  raised  over 
$250.00  for  his  defense. 

Among  the  highlights  of  the  evening 
was  a  speech  by  Leman  Brightman, 
who  was  arrested  along  with  Banks  and 
charged  with  “harboring  a  fugitive.” 
Vernon  Bellecourt,  a  national  leader  of 
AIM,  also,  spoke.  They  made  clear  the 
legal  and  political  issues  involved  in  the 
Banks  case  as  well  as  some  of  the  past 
struggles  and  current  conditions  of  the 
Native  American  people.  They  both 
identified  the  event  as  opening  a  whole 
new  front  of  solidarity  for  their 
struggle  with  that  of  gay  paople. 

Barbara  Cameron,  a  speaker  from 
GAI,  explained  how  both  women  and 
gay  people  had  important  and  respect¬ 
ed  roles  in  traditional  Indian  culture. 
She  told  the  group  that  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  gay  people  were  taking  a  role  in 
their  people’s  liberation  movement  as 
well  as  fighting  for  recognition  of  their 
rights  and  contributions  as  gays. 


DEATH  OF  DRAG 

Danny  Brown,  63,  co-owner  and 
producer  of  “The  Jewel  Box  Revue,” 
female  impersonator  show,  died  March 
1  at  his  home  in  Hallandale,  Fla., 
where  he  had  lived  for  the  past  five 
years. 

Brown,  active  in  show  business  since 
1925  as  an  emcee  and  singer,  and  part¬ 
ner  Doc  Benner,  opewed  the  first  Jewel 
Box  in  Miami  in  1939.  The  revues  that 
originated  there  were  subsequently 
seen  in  most  major  American  cities  and 
were,  for  years,  an  annual  event  at 
Harlem’s  Apollo  Theatre.  The  shows 
also  played  Canada  and  Mexico. 

He  is  survived  by  his  mother  and 
three  sisters. 


VILLAGE  VOICE 

NEW  YORK  —  Negotiations  are 
continuing  between  members  of  the 
Gay  Media  Coalition  (GMC)  and 
Thomas  Morgan,  editor  of  the  Village 
Voice.  Kitty  Cotter,  newly  elected 
GMC  co-cordinator,  Peter  Freeman 
Seth  Lawrence,  and  Carolyn  Pope  met 
recently  with  Morgan  and  Voice  col¬ 
umnist  Arthur  Bell,  and  another 
meeting  is  planned  in  April.  Leon 
Heath,  New  York  activist  with  GMC, 
told  GCN  that  the  problems  between 
the  gay  community  and  the  Voice  have 
still  not  been  resolved.  According  to 
Heath,  “The  Voice  has  yet  to  do 
anything,  in  the  way  of  giving  the  Gay 
Community  fair  and  honest  coverage.” 


HARRISBURG,  Pa.  —  Governor 
Milton  Shapp’s  Executive  Order  bar¬ 
ring  discrimination  against  gay  people 
in  state  employment  has  now  been 
codified.  The  state’s  revised  Personnel 
Rules  and  Regulations  now  bans 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  “affec- 
tional  or  sexual  orientation,  or  life¬ 
style.”  The  new  policy,  which  was 
distributed  to  state  agencies  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  affects  over  100,000  jobs  in  the 
Pennsylvania  civil  service. 


GAU  CONFERENCE 

BOSTON  —  The  Gay  Academic 
Union  of  New  England  is  presenting  a 
conference  to  be  held  the  weekend  of 
April  10-11  at  Northeastern  Univers¬ 
ity’s  Ell  Student  Center  at  360  Hunt¬ 
ingdon  Avenue,  Boston.  The  Confer¬ 
ence  will  offer  a  series  of  papers  and 
discussions  as  well  as  a  Saturday 
evening  performance  of  Martin  Duber- 
man’s  Metaphors,  presented  by  the 
Emerson  Homophile  Society  for  the 
Arts. 

Topics  will  include  Gay  Liberation 
and  Libertarianism  —  a  discussion  by 
Robert  Nozick  (author  of  Anarchy, 
State,  and  Utopia ;  Philosophy  and 
Sexuality  —  a  paper  by  John  Graves; 
Androgynous  Sexuality  —  a  paper  by 
Paul  Barstow  and  a  discussion  with 
Mary  Rowe;  Gay  , Issues  in  Women’s 
Courses;  Behavior  Modification  and 
Homosexuality  —  a  critique  by  Charles 
Bonnel;  Sports  and  Sexuality  —  a 
panel  discussion;  Gay  People  in  Organ¬ 
ized  Religion  —  a  panel  discussion 
with,  among  others,  the  Rev.  Tom 
Oddo  of  Dignity;  Health  Issues  for 
Gays  —  a  discussion  with  Sanford  M. 
Reder,  M.D.;  “A  Very  Natural  Thing” 
—  subject  to  availability  of  the  film. 
Further  topics  will  be  announced  later. 

Registration  fee  will  be  $1  (free  for 
GAU  members)  plus  small  donations 
for  the  play  and  the  film.  Registration 
will  take  place  Saturday,  April  10,  at 
10:30  a.m.,  and  the  first  paper  and 
discussion  will  begin  at  11:00. 

For  those  coming  from  out  of  town: 
we  may  have  a  few  accomodations 
available  —  check  when  you  register. 

PSYCHOLOGY  ZAP 

NEW  YORK  —  Gay  People  at  Co¬ 
lumbia  is  organizing  a  zap  of  an  April  6 
panel  on  “Psychodynamics  of  Male 
Homosexuality”  which  features  some 
well  known  opponents  of  gay  people 
Scheduled  to  appear  on  the  panel  are 
Dr.  Irving  Bieber,  leading  proponent 
of  the  “gay  is  sick”  view  of  homosex¬ 
uality,  and  Dr.  Charles  Socarides,  who 
once  petitioned  the  federal  government 
to  open  a  chain  of  federally  operated 
“treatment’s  centers  for  gays  across 
the  country.  Chairperson  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  is  Dr.  Herbert  Hendin,  who  has 
written  anti-gay  articles  in  The  New 
York  Times. 

The  panel  is  scheduled  to  begin  on 
Tuesday,  April  6,  at  8:30  p.m.  at  the 
New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  2  E. 
103rd  St.  Oust  off  Fifth  Avenue). 
There  will  be  picketing  and  leaflet¬ 
ting  outside  the  building  as  well  as 
confrontation  and  discussion  at  the 
panel  itself.  Anyone  desiring  further 
information  should  call  Gay  People  at 
Columbia  (3-6,  Tuesday-Friday)  at 
(212)  280-3574,  or  David  Morrison  at 
(212)  662-5527). 


NOBLE  SITS  TIGHT 

BOSTON  —  In  the  wake  of  Senator 
Birch  Bayh  of  Indiana’s  crushing 
defeat  in  the  Massachusetts  presiden¬ 
tial  primary  and  his  withdrawal  from 
active  candidacy.  Rep.  Elaine  Noble 
of  Boston  is  quietly  pondering  her  next 
political  move  in  the  national  arena. 
“For  me  the  mourning  period  is  not 
over,”  Noble,  a  staunch  and  early 
supporter  of  Bayh,  told  GCN.  “I’m 
still  feeling  bad  about  Birch.  I  haven’t 
given  the  idea  of  supporting  anyone 
else  any  thought.” 

“Birch  Bayh  cared  about  the  issues 
that  I  care  about.  That’s  why  I 
supported  him  and  I  don’t  regret  it,” 
Noble  said.  “Nobody  is  happy  about  a 
candidate  of  their  choice  being  defeat¬ 
ed.  I  backed  Birch  Bayh  because  of  his 
track  record.” 

Noble  indicated  that  while  she 
wasn’t  about  to  endorse  another 
candidate,  she  urged  gay  people  to 
“make  a  committment  to  the  candidate 
of  your  choice. ’’“That’s  the  only  way 
to  influence  the  political  process,”  she 
emphasized. 


LESBIANS,  LEFT  CLASH 

DENVER  —  A  split  developed  here 
at  a  March  6  International  Women’s 
Day  march  in  which  Lesbian-Feminist 
Workers  of  Denver  were  excluded 
from  a  march  and  rally  led  by  members 
of  the  leftist  organization,  the  October 
League.  According  to  an  article  which 
appeared  in  Worker’s  World,  the  Oc¬ 
tober  League  had  originally  stated  that 
the  march  was  open  to  any  women  or 
men  who  accepted  three  main  slogans: 
1)  Equal  pay  for  equal  work,  2) 
Support  liberation  struggle  of  Third 
World  People,  and  3)  Women  hold  up 
half  the  sky. 

However,  League  organizers  in¬ 
formed  the  Lesbian  Feminists  that  they 
could  only  march  if  they  left  their 
banners  behind,  because  banners  in 
support  of  lesbian  rights  would  “turn 
off  workers  and  minorities.”  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Dalice  Miller,  Worker’s  World 
correspondent,  the  women  rejected  the 
demands  and  as  they  unfurled  their 
banners,  they  were  “charged  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  OL.”  Some  people  were 
injured,  said  the  correspondent,  and 
then  police  intervened  to  exclude  the 
lesbians  from  the  march. 

The  Lesbian  Feminists  then  organ¬ 
ized  their  own  march  with  the  support 
of  MECHA,  a  Chicano  students  or¬ 
ganization,  and  several  other  groups 
who  withdrew  from  the  main  march. 

The  clash  was  reportedly  heavily 
publicized  in  the  press,  and  the  Rocky 
Mountain  News  Sunday  paper  covered 
most  of  its  front  page  with  a  large 
photo  and  lead  article  entitled  “Les¬ 
bian  Feminists,  Women’s  Coalition 
Clash  in  Denver  March.” 


TV  GUIDE 

BOSTON  —  Boston’s  local  TV 
stations  plan  to  feature  two  programs 
of  interest  to  gay  viewers.  Boston’s 
public  television  station,  WGBH, 
Channel  2  will  feature  two  films  on 
rape  on  Sunday,  March  28,  at  10  p.m. 
The  films  are  called  “No  Lies”  and  “If 
It  Happens  to  You.”  On  Friday, 
April  2,  Channel  5,  WCVB  TV,  will 
feature  a  special  on  human  sexuality 
called  “There’s  Something  We’ve 
Been  Meaning  to  Tell  You.” 
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Ensign  Berg  Escalates  Fight  to  Remain  in  Navy 


By  Neil  Miller 

NEW  YORK  —  Ensign  Vernon 
“Cobbie”  Berg  III,  who  is  presently 
contesting  an  administrative  board’s 
recommendation  that  he  be  discharged 
from  the  Navy,  is  waging  an  active 
legal  and  public  campaign  to  be 
allowed  to  remain  in  that  branch  of  the 
U.S.  Armed  Services.  Berg,  who  is  still 
on  active  duty  in  Norfolk  Naval  Base, 
was  recommended  for  discharge  “un¬ 
der  conditions  less  than  honorable’’ 
after  a  hearing  from  Jan.  19-28.  The 
administrative  board  decision  was  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  commanding  admiral  of 
the  Sixth  Naval  District  in  Charles¬ 
town,  S.C.,  and  the  case  is  now  in 
review  before  the  Bureau  of  Naval  Per¬ 
sonnel. 

Berg’s  lawyer,  E.  Carrington  Bog- 
gan.  told  GCN  that  “there  have  been 
so  many  denials  of  due  process  that  we 
are  requesting  both  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  and  the  Secretary  of  Defense’’  to 
review  Berg’s  record.  Boggan  empha¬ 
sizes  that  this  review  by  the  officials  is 
totally  “aside  from  the  constitutional 
issue.  If  there  is  a  negative  decision  we 
will  go  to  the  courts  and  go  through  the 
judicial  process.” 

Ensign  Berg  himself  told  GCN  that 
at  this  point  “the  Navy  has  backed 
themselves  into  a  corner  .  .  .  they’ll 
probably  have  to  go  through  with  the 
discharge.”  Berg  emphasized  that  he 
still  had  3-5  months  in  the  Navy  before 
he  is  finally  ousted. 

One  of  the  more  interesting  aspects 
of  the  case  has  been  Berg’s  lawyer’s 
reliance  on  the  1974  Champagne  v 


Ensign  Vernon  Berg  III 
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Schlesinger  interpretation  of  the  Navy’s 
position  on  homosexuality.  The  Cham¬ 
pagne  v  Schlesinger  brief  was  filed  in 
the  United  States  Court  of  Appeals  in 
Chicago  in  April  24,  1974  by  the  U.S. 
Attorney  General’s  office.  The  brief 
substantially  softened  the  Navy  In¬ 
structions  on  gays  in  the  military,  Navy 
Instruction  1900.9A.  The  original  in¬ 
struction,  in  force  since  1972,  stated 
that  “homosexuals  cannot  be  tolerated 


in  a  military  organization  ...  are  secur¬ 
ity  and  reliability  risks  .  .  .  whose 
prompt  separation  is  essential.” 

However,  the  Defense  Department 
brief  in  Champagne  v  Schlesinger 
stated  that  “while  the  wording  of  the 
policy  [Instruction  1900.9A]  conced- 
edly  is  strong,”  the  instruction  is  “not 
binding  on  members  of  an  administra¬ 
tive  board  and  thus  does  not  establish  a 
per  se  rule  requiring  the  discharge  from 
the  Navy  of  all  homosexuals.” 

While  this  brief  had  been  used  in 
other  gay  areas,  such  as  the  two  Fort 
Devens  WACs  discharged  from  the 
Army  Security  Agency  last  July,  it  was 
virtually  unknown  in  naval  circles  and 
became  the  cornerstone  of  Boggan’s 
defense.  “I  did  rely  on  the  Champagne 
brief,”  Boggan  told  GCN,  “and  the 
Navy  lawyer  didn’t  dispute  it.  They 
said  that  the  administrative  board 
could  use  the  Champagne  interpreta¬ 
tion  and  the  government  lawyer  ack¬ 
nowledged  it.  It  would  have  been  easy 
for  the  Navy  to  change  their  interpreta¬ 
tion  if  they  wished.  But  they  didn’t.” 

Boggan  said  that  it  is,  in  view  of  the 
Champagne  brief,  “incumbent  upon 
the  Navy  to  show  more  than  homosex¬ 
ual  conduct.”  However,  Boggan  ad¬ 
mitted  that  “proven  homosexual  acts 
with  another  officer”  might  be  enough 
to  go  beyond  (he  Champagne  guide¬ 
lines.  Although  Boggan  has  his  doubts 
about  this  area,  the  Naval  adminstra- 
tive  board  that  discharged  Berg  clearly 
did  not.  Berg  was  accused  of  homo¬ 
sexual  acts  with  another  officer  during 
his  hearing;  he  denied  the  charges. 


In  an  exclusive  interview  with  GCN, 
Berg  said  that  people  who  know  him 
are  very  positive  toward  the  revelation 
of  his  homosexuality.  “The  people  that 
1  work  with  are  behind  me,”  he  said. 
“The  only  negative  feedback  I’ve  got¬ 
ten  is  third-hand  reports.” 

Berg  holds  no  bitterness  towards  the 
Navy.  “It’s  hard  to  hold  this  against 
them,”  he  told  GCN.  “It’s  only  one 
part  of  the  whole  Navy  experience.” 
He  concedes  that  his  own  political 
awareness  has  been  “heightened”  by 
the  case.  “I  feel  that  it’s  my  obligation 
to  fight  for  a  concrete  settlement,”  he 
said. 

Berg,  because  he  is  still  in  the  Navy, 
is  unable  to  devote  the  amount  of  time 
that  Sgt.  Leonard  Matlovich  can,  to 
publicize  the  situation  of  openly  gay 
people  in  the  military.  “I  have  to  go  to 
work  every  morning,”  Berg  said.  “I 
just  don’t  have  the  time.  But  I  am 
doing  what  I  can  by  analyzing  the  situ¬ 
ation  and  putting  it  down  on  paper.” 

Berg,  who  is  24  years  old,  was  a 
missile  battery  officer  for  a  flagship  of 
the  Sixth  Fleet  in  the  Mediterranean. 
He  was  also  assistant  fleet  public  rela¬ 
tions  director.  Berg  lives  with  his  lover, 
Lawrence  Gibson,  a  civilian  Navy 
teacher  who  has  been  dismissed  from 
his*  position,  and  lacks  the  legal 
recourse  of  Berg.  Unlike  Matlovich, 
Ensign  Berg  did  not  come  forward  to 
announce  that  he  was  gay.  Both  he  and 
his  lover  were  confronted  with  “evi¬ 
dence”  last  July  22  after  Navy  agents 
had  removed  correspondence  between 
the  two  lovers  from  their  apartment. 


Pretrial  Hearing-Saxe  Defense  Makes  Gains 


By  Marion  Tholander  and  Neil  Miller 
BOSTON  —  In  two  days  of  pre-trial 
maneuverings  last  week,  lawyers  for 
Susan  Saxe  made  small  gains  in 
attempts  to  suppress  evidence  seized 
from  a  Boston  apartment  that  Kathy 
Power  is  alleged  to  have  inhabited. 
Power  is  wanted  in  the  1970  Brighton 
State  Street  Bank  and  Trust  robbery  in 
which  Saxe  is  presently  charged.  In 
addition,  the  presiding  justice  in  the 
case,  Judge  Walter  H.  McLaughlin, 
agreed  to  take  under  advisement  a 
defense  challenge  to  the  make-up  of 
the  Grand  Jury  that  originally  indicted 
Saxe.  And  as  Judge  McLaughlin  still 


appeared  determined  to  resist  the 
defense  request  that  Saxe  be  made  co¬ 
counsel  in  the  case,  defense  lawyers 
Tom  Shapiro  and  Nancy  Gertner 
indicated  that  they  would  appeal  the 
judge’s  decision  to  the  Supreme  Judi¬ 
cial  Court. 

The  defense  motion  on  Suppression 
of  Evidence  comes  as  a  result  of 
defense  allegations  that  the  evidence 
gathered  from  the  163  Beacon  St. 
apartment  was  gained  as  a  result  of  a 
search  warrant  which  had  been  written 
after  the  search  itself  was  conducted. 
The  defense  was  attempting  to  intro¬ 
duce  evidence  of  FBI  conversations 


with  Richard  Valeri,  charged  with  Saxe 
in  the  bank  robbery.  These  conversa¬ 
tions  are  believed  to  have  led  to  the 
search  of  the  apartment. 

The  FBI,  represented  by  U.S.  Attor¬ 
ney  Brown,  at  first  resisted  the  request, 
calling  it  a  “fishing  expedition.”  At 
first  Judge  McLaughlin  noted  that 
Defense  Attorney  Shapiro  has  “given 
competent  evidence  that  the  search 
warrant  was  issued  after  the  fact.” 
However,  he  then  appeared  to  go 
against  the  defense  by  stating  it 
appeared  that  Shapiro  “wanted  the 
whole  FBI  file.”  After  much  delibera¬ 
tion  and  maneuvering,  the  FBI  finally 


bowed  to  the  defense  and  agreed  to 
turn  over  to  Atty.  Shapiro  the  record¬ 
ings  of  the  FBI  conversations. 

In  a  motion  argued  by  Defense  At¬ 
torney  Nancy  Gertner,  the  defense 
asked  for  dismissal  of  the  case  based 
on  the  makeup  of  the  Grand  Jury  that 
originally  indicted  Saxe  back  in  1970. 
Women  made  up  only  17%  of  that 
grand  jury,  although  the  percentage  of 
women  in  the  city  of  Boston  is  53%. 
The  defense  contended  that  the  election 
committee  of  Boston  had  decided  on  a 
3-1  ratio  of  men  to  women  in  sending 
out  summonses  to  appear  on  the  jury. 

Continued  on  page  6 


Smooth  Sailing  for  Newest  Gay  ‘Doonesbury’ 


DON'T  YOU  THINK 
YOU  COULD  BE 
'  KIND  OF  AN  EM¬ 
BARRASSMENT 'V 
THE  CAMPAIGN? 
/ 


WELL, 

I  HEAP  THAT'S  RIGHT - 

YOU'RE  GAY!  AND  I  HEAR. 

I  YOU'RE  BLACK. 


BOSTON  —  Gary  Trudeau,  creator 
of  the  popular  comic  strip,  “Doones¬ 
bury,”  serialized  in  over  400  newspa¬ 
pers  throughout  the  United  States, 
continues  in  his  determination  to  make 
a  gay  male  character  a  regular  part  of 
his  serial.  The  character,  Andy,  created 
a  storm  last  month  when  he  “came 
out”  to  his  girlfriend  in  the  comic  strip 
and  five  consecutive  strips  were  de¬ 
voted  to  a  discussion  of  Andy’s 
gayness.  At  that  time,  five  leading 
newspapers  —  The  Los  Angeles  Times, 
the  Houston  Post,  the  Miami  Herald, 
the  Cleveland  Press,  and  a  Columbus 
(Ohio)  newspaper  —  dropped  the  series 
for  the  period  in  which  the  gay 
character  was  present. 

However,  after  a  break  of  a  few 
weeks,  the  gay  character  has  returned 
to  the  series,  working  as  a  campaign 
worker  for  Ginny,  a  black  woman  in 
the  comic  strip  who  is  running  for 
Congress.  One  column  so  far  has 
discussed  the  propriety  of  a  gay  man 
working  in  the  campaign,  and  other 
strips  have  simply  treated  Andy  as  a 
campaign  worker  without  referring  to 
his  gayness. 

At  this  point,  according  to  Lee 


Salem,  managing  editor  of  Universal 
Press  Syndicate,  which  distributes  the 
series,  there  have  been  no  reports  of 
any  newspapers  cancelling  the  series 
upon  the  reappearance  of  Andy.  “I 
haven’t  heard  a  word,”  Salem  told 
GCN.  “As  far  as  I  know  Andy  will 
continue  to  be  part  of  the  strip  as  a 
member  of  Ginny’s  campaign.”  Salem 
had  previously  praised  Trudeau  for 
“handling  a  real  life  situation  with 
taste,  candor,  and  a  bit  of  humor.” 

Contacted  by  GCN,  Arnetta  Baker 


of  the  Miami  Herald,  one  of  the 
newspapers  that  had  cancelled  the 
series  before,  stated  that  the  Herald 
“hasn’t  changed  anything  in  the 
sequel.”  She  claimed  that  she  hadn’t 
even  read  the  comic  strip  in  the  last  two 
weeks. 

At  the  Cleveland  Press,  a  newspaper 
that  had  cancelled  the  strip  but  had 
made  it  available  to  readers  by  mail,  an 
official  in  the  editorial  department  said 
that  someone  must  have  “overlooked” 
the  reappearance  of  the  gay  character. 


“Somehow  it  must  have  slipped  in,” 
he  said.  He  noted  that  the  appearance 
of  the  gay  character  was  “the  biggest 
thing  that  had  ever  happened  to 
‘Doonesbury.’  We  had  a  tremendous 
response  of  people  who  wrote  in  for 
the  comic  strip  after  we  had  refused  to 
run  it.  There  were  thousands  of 
requests.  We  were  totally  overbur¬ 
dened;” 

Gary  Trudeau,  creator  of  Doones¬ 
bury,  was  out  of  town  and  unavailable 
for  comment. 
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EDITORIAL 


The  Boston  Phoenix,  a  local  weekly 
newspaper,  recently  published  an  ar¬ 
ticle  by  staff  writer  Dave  O’Brien 
which  discussed  the  Charles  Street 
Meetinghouse,  Project  Lambda,  and  in 
particular  Lambda’s  director  —  Rev. 
Randy  Gibson.  For  those  familiar  with 
the  Boston  scene,  the  Meetinghouse, 
under  the  guidance  of  Rev.  Gibson, 
has  functioned  as  a  kind  of  community 
center  for  Boston’s  gay  community  in 
recent  years.  Rev.  Gibson  has  been  the 
flamboyant  and  often  controversial 
force  behind  both  the  Meetinghouse 
and  Project  Lambda,  the  gay  youth 
advocacy  center  which  is  the  first 
federally  funded  program  dealing  with 
gay  youth. 

In  the  Phoenix  piece,  reporter  Dave 
O’Brien  attempted  to  make  some  sort 
of  cohesive  whole  out  of  the  many 
rumors  and  reports  that  have  circulated 
about  the  Meetinghouse,  Lambda,  and 
Gibson  personally.  In  particular,  O’¬ 
Brien  attempted  to  investigate  the  rela¬ 
tionship  between  Lambda,  Gibson, 
and  Dick  Baveley,  a  Boston  social 
worker  who  committed  suicide  last 
year  after  it  was  reported  that  he  had 
taken  money  from  the  welfare  depart¬ 
ment  and  used  it  to  place  gay  teenagers 
with  single  gay  men. 

The  results  of  O’Brien’s  investiga¬ 
tion  was  an  article  that  was  a  balanced 
portrait  in  certain  respects,  but  in  other 


respects  it  was  an  inconclusive  blend  ot 
vague  allegations  and  anonymous  ru¬ 
mors.  It  was  a  story  in  search  of  a 
sensational  revelation  that  never  quite 
materialized. 

While  we  were  dismayed  at  many  of 
O’Brien’s  characterizations,  GCN  does 
not  wish  to  engage  in  a  point-by-point 
discussion  of  the  Phoenix  article.  We 
do  feel  compelled  to  respond,  however, 
to  statements  made  by  O’Brien  that 
this  newspaper  was  lax  in  its  responsi¬ 
bility  to  the  gay  community  by  not 
running  a  similar  piece. 

This  kind  of  accusation  comes  as  a 
surprise  to  us,  because  we  felt  that  we 
had  run  many  pieces  about  Project 
Lambda  and  the  anonymous  charges 
that  had  been  leveled  against  both 
Lambda  and  Rev.  Gibson.  This  in¬ 
cluded  a  news  story  covering  a  gay 
community  meeting  at  which  the 
members  present,  representing  many 
groups  of  the  community  and  inter¬ 
ested  individuals,  voted  to  support 
Lambda.  The  newspaper  also  voted  to 
support  Lambda  editorially.  Two  staff 
members  of  GCN  were  among  the  orig¬ 
inal  advocates,  knew  intimately  the 
details  of  the  program  and  were  our 
reliable  sources  that  the  charges  were 
indeed  false.  We  felt,  therSfore,  no 
compunction  in  endorsing  Lambda. 

The  rest  of  O’Brien’s  article  takes  up 
other,  mostly  anonymous,  attacks 


against  Rev.  Gibson’s  running  of  the 
Meetinghouse,  and  his  friendship  with 
Bavely.  Some  of  these  questions  about 
the  handling  of  Meetinghouse  coffee¬ 
house  money  were  already  taken  up  in 
GCN  and  O’Brien  quotes  from  us.  Of 
course,  we  did  not  run  a  big  front  page 
picture  of  Rev.  Gibson  with  a  headline 
that  read:  “With  Friends  Like  Randy, 
Boston  Gays  Don’t  Need  Enemies.”  It 
was  a  small  story,  there  was  little  to  say 
except  that  Coffeehouse  funds  were 
being  used  for  items  not  specifically  for 
the  coffeehouse.  The  Board  of  the 
Church  read  that  article;  if  they  did  not 
choose  to  remove  Rev.  Gibson,  then 
they  must  have  been  satisfied  with  his 
explanations. 

As  for  the  Bavely  affair,  it  is  true 
that  GCN  knew  of  the  death  of  Bavely, 
and  that  it  was  attributed  to  suicide. 
We  ran  an  obituary  piece.  We  also 
knew  of  the  welfare  scandal  and  of  the 
missing  pieces  of  the  art  collection 
being  found  in  Bavely’s  apartment. 
But  we  had  not  found  one  clear  shred 
of  evidence  that  Bavely’s  activities  af¬ 
fected  Lambda  or  the  Meetinghouse. 

It  is  true  that  the  Phoenix’s  journal¬ 
istic  job  is  to  be  a  watchdog  for  the 
community,  to  make  connections  be¬ 
tween  events  that  may  be  reported  so  as 
to  give'  news  meaning  and  context. 
Good  investigative  reporting  often 
does  rake  up  some  muck.  We’re  glad 


that  a  responsible  journal  is  looking 
into  things  in  depth.  But  GCN  did  not 
Find  that  Randy  Gibson’s  drinking 
habits,  or  the  fact  that  Steffi  Somer 
does  not  have  a  college  degree  were 
news  items  of  interest  to  the  gay  com¬ 
munity.  We  refuse  to  use  the  old  adage 
that  one  is  “known  by  the  company 
one  keeps”  to  couple  Project  Lambda 
with  welfare  scandals  because  the 
people  involved  happen  to  know  each 
other.  We  have  thoroughly  investigated 
the  matter,  and  are  still  investigating  it. 

When  and  if  we  find  that  Bavely’s 
conduct  in  the  welfare  department  has 
had  an  adverse  effect  on  the  running  of 
Project  Lambda,  we  will  print  that. 
O’Brien  uncovered  no  such  facts. 
Instead,  his  piece  was  limited  to  pre¬ 
senting  the  things  that  we  are  investi¬ 
gating,  have  investigated  and  printed, 
dismissed  as  unfounded  allegations  or 
considered  of  no  value  to  the  commu¬ 
nity.  However,  since  we  did  not  present 
our  findings  as  an  investigative  piece 
against  Rev.  Gibson,  but  as  many 
articles  dealing  with  various  aspects 
over  a  period  of  time,  we  have  been 
charged  with  avoiding  the  issue.  We 
feel  that  we  have  not  avoided  the  issue 
and  until  more  substantial  evidence 
comes  our  way,  we  will  continue  to 
write  about  the  Meetinghouse,  Rev. 
Gibson,  and  Project  Lambda  as  we 
have  in  the  past. 
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TOLERANCE  OR  ACCEPTANCE 

By  Cindobrei  W.  Lentz 


What  is  it  to  be  a  homosexual  in 
1976?  We  have  a  lot  to  be  happy  about 
in  this  bicentennial  year,  not  just  as 
Americans  but  as  gays.  Our  acceptance 
in  society,  tolerance  of  our  existence, 
has  increased  a  thousand  per  cent.  We 
can  congregate  in  bars,  discos,  church¬ 
es,  beaches  and  all  sorts  of  places  set 
apart  for  us  by  our  benevolent  fellow 
citizens.  In  fact,  we  even  have  our  own 
towns  or  small  resort  areas  dedicated 
mainly  if  not  totally  to  our  type.  Our 
fortune  is  overwhelming! 

I  earnestly  believe  that  only  other 
fellow  minority  groups  can  understand 
our  feeling  of  solitude,  of  being  toler¬ 
ated  through  separation.  One  day 
while  driving  home  from  Boston  to  gay 
New  Hampshire  I  was  being  followed, 
as  so  often,  by  a  bored  and  restless 
officer  of  the  law.  What  did  he  want, 
what  do  they  want  when  they  seem  to 
spy  on  us?  Usually  nothing,  I  find  they 
are  generally  just  looking.  What  is  of 


far  greater  importance  in  this  situation 
is  the  feeling  by  which  I  was  overcome. 
I  felt  nervous  and  insecure  for  no 
reason  at  all.  This  insecurity,  or  more 
aptly  paranoia,  is  deep  rooted.  If  it 
were  manifest  only  in  situations  such  as 
the  above  we  could  indeed  consider 
ourselves  blessed.  However,  there  is  a 
sentiment  of  guilt  and  incertitude 
which  pervades  most  every  homosexual 
life,  probably  his  every  action. 

Can  we  feel  like  first  class  citizens 
when  the  preponderant  majority  of 
states  still  maintain  laws  which  regard 
us  as  criminals?  Each  of  us  is  marked 
as  a  criminal,  a  social  deviant.  Of 
course  for  the  complacent,  conserva¬ 
tive,  self-satisfied,  and  self-centered 
gay,  in  such  states  as  Connecticut,  Illi¬ 
nois,  etc.,  we  are  “legal”  members  of 
society.  Thank  you  —  but  no.  We  are 
outcasts  everywhere  and  when  accepted 
it  is  by  an  enlightened,  usually  artistic, 
few. 


We  don’t  need  tolerance,  we  need 
acceptance  as  equals,  equal  human 
beings  not  equal  bourgeois  straights. 
The  social  area  where  we  may  find 
friends  and  lovers  must  be  exploded 
open  to  the  entire  social  realm.  If  we 
are  ever  to  cleanse  ourselves  of  guilt, 
subconscious  paranoia  and  finally  of 
loneliness,  we  must  be  integrated  and 
accepted  openly  in  all  media,  in  every 
American  town,  large  and  small  and  in 
every  type  of  entertainment  establish¬ 
ment.  Ridicule  by  the  media  must  be 
stopped  in  all  its  degrading  and  hateful 
forms  —  from  the  cruel  “fag”  jokes  to 
the  destructive  presentation  of  our  lives 
by  programs  such  as  “Marcus  Welby” 
and  movies  such  as  “A  Dog  Day  After¬ 
noon”  which  do  more  to  show  the 
negative  aspect  of  the  gay  than  to  show 
him  or  her  as  one  of  the  most 


felt  in  all  spheres.  No  more  shame  and 
division  over  straight  imposed  cate¬ 
gories  of  effeminate,  macho,  male, 
female  etc.  These  classifications  are  an 
outgrowth  of  heterosexual  society’s 
oppression.  They  will  continue  to 
control  us  until  we  know  them  and 
their  derisive  tools.  Let’s  come  out  to¬ 
gether,  support  each  other  morally  and 
economically.  If  some  of  us  must  stay 
hidden  we  can  work  from  behind  our 
covers  by  aiding  the  movement  finan¬ 
cially  and  in  our  every  daily  action. 

Our  vote  is  now  the  primary  tool. 
Before  we  decided  on  a  candidate,  his 
past  attitude  towards  us  should  be 
weighed  as  well  as  his  present  stance. 
Will  he  really  help  us  or  is  he  merely 
attracting  our  vote  for  self-advance¬ 
ment?  Now  that  we  really  have  a 
chance  to  make  a  difference  let’s  sort 
out  the  enemies  from  the  friends. 
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CORRECTION 

In  our  March  20  issue,  GCN  incor¬ 
rectly  stated  that  registration 
for  the  conference  "Through  the 
Looking  Glass:  A  Gynergenetic 
Experience,"  was  free  until  April 
1.  In  fact,  all  registration  for  the 
women's  spirituality  conference 
to  be  held  in  Boston  the  week¬ 
end  of  April  23-25  is  $5. 


»—  1  1 

CONTRIBUTE  TO  GCN 


The  above  thermometer  will  weekly  show  GCN’s  progress 
towards  solvency  in  1976.  The  main  source  of  additional 
income  will  be  generated  by  a  series  of  benefits  .  You 
can  contribute  simply  by  attending.  If  you  are  unable  to 
attend  or  wish  to  make  a  larger  donation  we  are  also 
encouraging  people  to  send  contributions  to: 

SOLVENCY  76 

GCN 

22  BROMFIELD  ST. 

BOSTON.  MASS.  02108 

Help  us  make  our  dream  a  reality! 


LETTERS 

Letters  to  the  Editor  should  be  200 
words  or  less.  All  letters  submitted  for 
publication  must  be  signed ;  names  will 
be  withheld  upon  request.  GCN  retains 
'he  right  to  edit  all  letters. 

susan 

Dear  People: 

I’m  writing  this  in  response  to  your  having 
printed  the  excerpt  from  the  article  about  me  that 
appeared  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Boston 
Patrolman’s  Association  newspaper,  the  Pax 
Centurion  (“Did  YOU  See?”, 3/27/76).  I’m  not 
sure  why  the  decision  was  made  to  print  this 
story  without  an  explanation,  or  in  what  way  it 
will  be  taken  by  those  who  read  it  (with  a  grain  of 
salt,  I  hope,  considering  the  source(,  but  I’d  like 
the  chance  to  clarify  a  few  facts  before  anyone 
jumps  to  the  conclusion  that  gay  prisoners  in  the 
state  of  Massachusetts  may  now  enjoy  conjugal 
visits.  Not  so. 

First  of  all,  in  ordering  that  my  legal  visits  be 
held  in  the  chaplain’s  office  of  the  jail.  Judge 
McLaughlin  was  not  granting  any  “special 
favors,”  but  simply  doing  what  was  necessary  to 
insure  that  my  meetings  with  my  attorneys  and 
legal  workers  would  not  be  held  in  a  room  which 
the  jail  officials  admitted  was  bugged.  The  Pax 
Centurion  article  expresses  shock  and  outrage 
that  I  am  allowed  “unmonitored”  legal  visits 
and  phone  calls,  conjuring  up  images  of  escape 
plots  and  orgies  that  are  not  happening  and 
could  not  possibly  happen.  Furthermore,  the 
article  ignores  the  real  outrage,  that  until  we 
objected  to  the  practice  ALLlegal  visits  and 
phone  calls  for  all  prisoners  in  this  institution 
were  liable  to  bugging.  This  situation  contiues 
for  other  prisoners  who  have  not  been  able  or 
will  to  demand  the  right  of  privacy  which  is 
supposed  to  be  guaranteed  all  defendants  by  law. 

In  reality,  Byrna  Aronson  has  never  identified 
herself  as  my  lover  when  she  has  come  to  see  me 
as  a  member  of  my  defense  team.  The  fact  that 
she  is  my  lover  is  hardly  a  state  secret,  in  any 
event,  and  this  was  known  to  the  jail  officials 
and  to  the  judge  at  the  time  the  order  was  issued 
and  her  name  approved  as  one  of  a  list  of 
para-legals  to  be  admitted  to  the  prison  for  the 
purpose  of  working  on  my  case.  Even  the  use  of 
the  quotation  marks  around  the  word  para-legal 
suggests  that  all  the  women  who  come  in  under 
this  order  are  actually  visiting  me  under  false 
pretenses.  Nothing  could  be  further  from  the 
truth. 

The  room  in  question  is  a  small  office  on  a  hall 
connecting  the  prison  chapel  with  the  central 
control  area  of  the  institution.  There  is  constant 
traffic  past  the  door,  which  has  a  window  in  it, 
and  is  very  often  left  open,  anyway.  There  are 
also  windows  in  the  room  that  look  out  onto  the 
yard  and  provide  a  clear  view  into  the  room  from 
the  men’s  section  across  the  way.  In  fact,  there 
are  times  when  various  men  yell  to  us  through 
these  windows,  so  the  view  is  obviously  clear 
enough  for  individual  faces  to  be  recognizable. 
In  addition,  there  is  an  identical  office  across  the 
hall  which  is  used  by  the  chaplains  and  social 
workers  for  giving  counseling  and  phone  calls  to 
the  men.  There  is  usually  someone  in  that  office, 
waiting  in  the  hall  outside  that  office,  or  going  to 
or  from  that  office  or  the  one  in  which  we  meet. 
It  is  rare  that  we  are  not  interrupted  several  times 
by  men  walking  in  looking  for  the  chaplain  or  the 
social  worker,  or  by  some  prison  employee 
wanting  to  use  the  office  or  the  phone  in  there. 

The  article  goes  on  to  weave  more  and  more 
outlandish  stories  out  of  half 
truths,  innuendoes  and  outright  lies.  For 
example,  it  grossly  inflates  the  number  of  visits 
and  phone  calls  I  have  had  while  telescoping  the 
time  I  have  spent  in  this  jail  down  to  “a  few 
months“from  the  nine  months  I  have  actually 
spent  here.  It  also  goes  on  to  list  the  names  and 
areas  of  residence  of  all  the  women  on  the  legal 
staff  working  under  my  attorney,  with  the 
implication  that  they  are  all  lesbians  and  that 
they  are  helping  me  plan  an  escape.  In  a 
right-wing  pulication  such  as  the  Pax  Centurion , 
such  a  list  accompanied  by  those  allegations  is 
tantamount  to  a  “hitlist,”  an  invitation  to 
terrorism.  The  article  even  insinuates  that  I  am 
using  my  “phone  privileges”  to  call  Kathy  Power 
at  a  pay  phone!!  This  is  particularly  absurd  in 
light  of  the  fact  that  all  my  calls  are  recorded, 
and  all  one  would  have  to  do  is  check  out  every 


numner  to  prove  that  .ncv  ie  all  made  to 
homes  and  law  offices.  Ihe  overwhelming 
plurality  of  my  calls,  as  anyone  with  half  a  brain 
would  imagine,  are  to  my  attorney.  And  even  the 
Watergate  Bunglers  would  not  be  stupid  enough 
to  call  a  fugitive  from  a  jail  phone. 

Of  course  it  is  hardly  a  mystery  why  the  voice 
of  the  Boston  Patrolman’s  Association  would 
want  to  whip  up  further  fear  and  hatred  of  me 
through  such  tactics  as  these.  Nor  is  it  any 
surprise  that  they  chose  to  explit  and  exaggerate 
already  existing  homophobia  to  do  so.  Despite 
the  fact  that  1  am  supposedly  not  on  trial  for  my 
sexual  orientation,  it  is  often  my  lesbianism  that 
is  the  target  of  the  most  vicious  and  violent 
attack.  Apparently  these  establishment  forces  are 
more  threatened  and  angered  by  the  fact  that  I 
am  a  woman-loving  woman  than  they  are  by  the 
whole  spectrum  of  political  and  legal  issues 
involved  in  my  trial.  Think  about  it. 

In  Struggle 

Susan  Saxe 

the  stuart 

SSSISmm  *  i  $  4 

Dear  GCN: 

I  would  like  to  congratulate  Tom  Reeves  for 
having  the  balls  to  write  in  praise  of  an 
institution  so  “unchic”  as  the  old  Stuart 
Theater.  The  article  was  fine  as  far  as  it  went,  but 
Tom  is  about  15  years  too  young  to  realize  what 
made  the  Stuart  Theater  really  special. 

We  live  in  a  society  of  youth-worshippers.  This 
is  even  more  true  in  America  than  in  other 
countries,  and  it  is  further  amplified  in  the  gay 
male  society. 

Learning  to  live  with  the  constant  rejection  of 
young  gays  is  the  hardest  part  of  growing  old. 
You  learn  to  hate  that  all-too-familiar  scene  in 
the  baths  where  the  foot  pushes  the  door  closed 
in  your  face;  or,  if  you’re  lucky,  the  more  polite 
lie  “just  resting”  or,  very  often,  “fuck  off.” 

The  beautiful  thing  about  the  Stuart  was  that  it 
was  the  one  place  an  older  gay  could  go  and  not 
feel  unwanted.  Those  young  pretties,  who  look 
as  if  they  are  going  to  throw  up  when  approached 
by  an  over-fifty,  did  not  go  to  the  Stuart;  so  the 
older  gays  had  a  place  they  could  call  home.  I’ve 
never  seen  this  happen  anywhere  else  in  the  U.S. 

And  lest  you  conclude  from  Tom’s  article  that 
the  old  men  were  there  just  to  devour  young  boys 
—  that  was  not  so.  They  often  made  out  with 
each  other  and  it  was  beautiful. 

The  retirees  on  fixed  incomes  could  afford  to 
go  to  the  Stuart  at  an  admission  fee  of  50  cents. 
Now  where  can  they  go?  They  can’t  afford  $3  or 
$4  to  go  to  the  porn  houses.  I  hope  some 
enterprising  humanitarian  theater  owner  will 
open  his  doors  to  these  beautiful  people.  If  there 
is  a  jusi  and  loving  God  (and  1  believe  there  is),  I 
am  sure  he  would  reward  someone  who  showed 
this  compassion  for  the  elderly  and  gave  them  a 
place  they  could  enjoy  in  the  twilight.  The  Stuart 
was  such  a  place! 

Chris  Harris 


snuff  said 

Dear  Mr.  Friedberg: 

1  am  writing  to  tell  you  how  angry  I  am  at  your 
decision  to  show  “Snuff.”  As  an  aide  to  Mayor 
White,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts 
House,  I  have  always  done  all  that  I  could  to 
prevent  government  censorship  of  the  movies, 
books,  theater,  etc. 

I  still  hold  to  that  position,  but  I  want  you  to 
know  that  your  willingness  to  exploit  human 
weakness  for  profit  so  blatantly  will  make  it  a 
good  deal  harder  in  the  future  for  those  of  us  on 
the  anti-censorship  side  to  win  our  legislative 
fights. 

I  continue  to  oppose  government  efforts  to 
control  what  you  can  show.  But  I  have  never  felt 
opposition  to  government  censorship  to  be 
inconsistent  with  the  exercise  of  decent  judge¬ 
ment  on  the  part  of  theater  owners.  You 
decision  in  this  case  does  not  diminish  my 
support  for  the  freedom  of  expression  guaran¬ 
teed  by  the  First  Amendment.  It  does  diminish 
my  ability  to  defend  that  freedom  effectively  in 
the  political  arena,  and  it  very  much  diminishes 
my  opinion  of  the  social  responsibility  of  the 
Sack  chain. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Barney  Frank 


NEED  OF  THE  WEEK 


GCN  is  looking  for  news- 
writers  for  our  expand¬ 
ing  news  department. 
Anyone  interested 
should  call  Neil  at  (617) 
426-4469. 


conference 

themes 

Dear  GCN, 

If  the  decision  on  the  theme  of  this  year’s  New 
England  Gay  Conference  (“Our  Diverse  Selves”) 
was  at  all  based  on  the  fact  that  last  year’s 
conference,  the  theme  of  which  was  “Unity  in 
Action,”  was  a  complete  bust  with  each  interest 
group  —  lesbian  separatists;  third  world  gays; 
and  gay,  male,  chicano,  paraplegic  veterans  of 
the  Korean  War  —  in  bitter  disagreement  with 
the  other  over  whose  seminar  should  be  held 
when  and  where,  then  I  expect  that  the  theme  of 
next  year’s  conference  will  be  “Our  Irreconcil¬ 
able  Differences”  —  and  the  year  after  that, 
“Gay  Liberation:  A  Retrospective." 

Scott  Alpert 


Dear  GCN: 

Admittedly,  although  we,  as  gay  people,  are 
united  somewhat  by  our  sexual  preference,  we 
are  still  a  very  diverse  group.  Separatism  whether 
between  men  and  women,  blacks  and  whites, 
rural  gays  and  urban  gays.etc.,  runs  rampant  in 
the  gay  community.  The  theme  of  “coming 
together”  has  been  offered  in  previous  confer¬ 
ences  with  the  hope  tha,  with  the  great  amassing 
of  gay  people  at  the  conferences,  a  beginning 
would  be  made  to  bridge  separatism.  This 
conference  offers  a  similar  goal  by  emphasizing 
the  importance  of  the  many  different  aspects  in 
gay  life.  Hopefully  by  learning  about  conflicting 
or  differnt  gay  lifestyles  from  those  of  our  own, 
we  will  be  able  to  understand  and  appreciate  tha 
diversity  inherent  in  the  gay  world.  Therefore,  1 
urge  those  who  plan  to  attend  the  conference  to 
go  to  one  or  two  workshops  that  do  not 
necessarily  pertain  to  themselves.  In  addition, 
for  those  people  or  groups  at  the  conference  who 
feel  they  would  like  to  organize  their  own 
workshops,  all  day  Sunday  is  devoted  to  this 
purpose. d 

Let  us  accept  the  fact  that  we  are  a  diverse 
group,  but  let  us  also  appreciate  and  understand 
our  diversity  in  order  that  we  may  work  together 
as  gay  people. 

The  conference  this  year  promises  to  be 
enjoyable,  exciting,  and  informative.  DON’T 
MISS  IT! 

Robert  Davis 

>  lovers? 


Dear  Editor: 

Please  inform  Paul  Creeden  that  there  are  a 
few  monogamous  couples  in  Boston  who  take 
offense  to  his  article  “Lovers  Don’t  Make  It.” 

I  found  it  to  be  nothing  more  than  the 
ramblings  of  a  guilt-ridden  bar  queen  who,  at  the 
First  chance  he  gets,  tells  everyone  that  tricking 
on  the  side  is:  a)  Allright,  because  love  and  sex 
are  totally  separate;  b)  better  than  breaking  up 
because  I  can  have  the  best  of  both  worlds  (all 
the  security  and  dignity  that  a  lover  provides  and 
still  wrinkle  the  sheets  of  the  entire  city);  c) 
because  I  have  decided  that  people  who  can  cope 
with  being  monogamous  are  sick,  as  I  am  the 
ideal;  d)  because  I  just  can’t  handle  another 
person  as  i  feel  the  constant  neurotic  urge  to  have 
sex  with  strangers  —  well,  not  strangers.  I  always 
catch  the  name  first. 

Bruce  Jope 

P.S.  How  about  a  real  picture  of  Paul  and 
Stanley  instead  of  the  Marlboro  St.  Marshmal¬ 
lows  you  posed  for  the  article. 


CORRECTION 

In  last  week's  front  page  news 
story  on  the  Harassment  Test 
Case,  the  jury  was  inaccurately 
identified  as  composed  of  "ten 
men  and  two  men,"  due  to  typo¬ 
graphical  error.  It  should  have 
read  "ten  women  and  two  men." 


NOTICE 


H.2541,  An  Act  Prohibiting  Discrimination 
in  Public  Employment,  will  be  voted  on  in 
the  Massachusetts  Senate  on  Monday, 
March  29.  H.2501,  An  Act  Repealing  Pro¬ 
hibitions  Against  Certain  Sexual  Acts,  will 
receive  a  public  hearing  before  the  legis¬ 
lature’s  Judiciary  Committee  on  Tuesday, 
March  30,  at  1:00  p.m.  in  Room  222  of 
the  State  House. 

GAY  LEGISLATION  76  has  urged  every 
GCN  reader  to  contact  their  Senators  re¬ 
garding  H.2S41  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
attend  the  hearing  on  H.2501 . 
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NEW  YORK 


REVELATIONS 


By  Tony  Russo 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Christopher 
Street  Liberation  Day  Committee  has 
decided  to  hold  the  New  York  Gay 
Pride  March  on  Sunday,  June  27th. 
This  date  is  the  traditional  date  for  the 
march.  Sufficient  controversy  had 
arose  over  changing  the  date  to  July  1 1 
which  is  the  week  of  the  Democratic 
National  Convention.  Plans  to  march 
to  the  site  of  the  convention  at 
Madison  Square  Garden  were  being 
made  by  members  of  the  committee. 
However,  in  a  vote  of  80  to  70  the 
committee  decided  not  to  move  the 
date. 

The  committee  seemed  swayed  by 
“Mamma”  Jean  DiVente  who  had  the 
title  “Christopher  Street  Liberation 
Day  March”  copyright.  DiVente,  the 
former  Grand  Marshal  of  the  march, 
feels  that  in  addition  to  again  wanting 
to  serve  as  Grand  Marshal,  she  would 
like  the  date  of  the  march  to  remain  as 
the  traditional  date.  Her  copyright  of 
the  title  helped  to  insure  her  goals.  The 


Saxe 

(Continued  from  page  3) 

Atty.  Gertner  contended  that  the  3-1 
ratio  was  unconstitutional  now,  and 
was  unconstitutional  in  1970.  She  also 
challenged  the  fact  that  the  grand  jury 
wa  put  together  with  the  arbitrary  ex¬ 
clusion  of  nurses,  women  ministers, 
and  all  female  guardians  of  children 
under  16.  In  addition,  according  to 
Gertner,  women  had  a  blanket  privi¬ 
lege  not  to  serve  while  men  had  to  give 
reasons  why  they  couldn’t  serve  on  the 
Grand  Jury. 

Judge  McLaughlin  took  the  de¬ 
fense’s  motion  under  advisement. 

The  defense  also  attempted  to  per¬ 
suade  the  judge  to  reverse  his  recent 
decision  refusing  their  request  that 
Susan  Saxe  be  made  co-counsel  in  the 
trial.  The  defense  attorneys,  reacting  to 
the  judge’s  original  objection  that  he 
didn’t  want  Saxe  “walking  around  his 
courtroom,”  said  that  they  would  be 
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exact  motives  of  the  goals  are  uncertain. 
Speculation  has  lead  people  to  believe 
that  DiVente’s  connection  with  the 
bars  were  a  major  factor  in  wanting  the 
event  to  remain  a  more  social  affair 
than  it  might  have  been  if  the  date  had 
been  changed.  Because  of  the  move, 
Mikahel  Itkin  resigned  as  editor  of 
Mavrick  Newspaper  —  New  York’s 
Gay  Liberation  Newspaper.  Itkin, 
however,  has  not  published  an  edition 
of  the  newspaper  in  the  past  couple  of 
months.  This  new  development,  ap¬ 
parently,  became  the  final  straw  in 
determining  whether  or  not  he  would 
work  for  a  newspaper  which  was  so 
closely  connected  with  the  bars. 

Jean  O’Leary  has  joined  the  Udall 
slate  of  delegates  for  the  Democratic 
National  Convention.  Workers  for 
O’Leary  have  been  campaigning 
throughout  her  district  handing  out 
leaflets  and  putting  up  posters.  The 
date  of  the  primary  is  April  6th.  If 
O’Leary  wins  she  will  be^ne  of  the  few 
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willing  dij^pt  the  defense^from  the 
prisoner’s  dock  alon»vit||iSaxe.  Afi^r 
McLaughlin  inclKatdBthat  thej^vould 
“not  be  courtrOom^rocedur*”  the 
defense  hinted  that  Sa^  might  fire  her 
attorneys  and  act  as  her  own  lawyer. 

In  refusing  the  defense  request, 
Judge  McLaughlin  referred  to  reports 
that  Stanley  Bond,  also  charged  in  the 
State  Street  Bank  robbery  and  killed  by 
a  bomb  in  prison,  was  preparing  to 
blow  up  the  Plymouth  County  Court¬ 
house.  McLaughlin  indicated  that  it 
was  fear  of  this  kind  of  situation  that 
made  him  adamant  in  his  decision  to 
prevent  Saxe  from  acting  as  her  own 
co-counsel. 

The  judge  announced  that  he  would 
hold  a  hearing  on  the  suppression  of 
evidence  motion  on  April  9  at  10  a.m. 


openly  gay  candidates  on  the  conven¬ 
tion  floor.  O’Leary  was  formerly  a 
member  of  the  Birch  Bayh  delegate 
slate  before  the  Indiana  Senator  be¬ 
came  an  inactive  candidate. 

Gay  Media  Coalition  (GMC)  met 
last  week  with  WCBS  to  discuss  plans 
for  future  shows.  The  group  met  with 
heads  of  the  Documentary,  News  and 
Daytime  Programming  departments  of 
the  local  station.  At  the  meeting  WCBS 
seemed  willing  to  cooperate  with 
suggestions  by  the  group.  Some  of  the 
suggestions  to  which  they  were  most 
receptive  included  Gay  foster  parents 
and  older  Gay  parents. 

Later  that  week  members  to  the 
Lesbian  community  met  with  CBS  (in 
network  lingo  —  WCBS  is  the  local 
station,  CBS  is  the  national  station). 
The  purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to  air 
out  complaints  of  offensive  Lesbian 
programming,  specifically  the  recent 
“Bronk”  and  “Cannon”  episodes. 
The  group  felt  that  CBS’s  recent 


conntact 

By  Tom  Caruso 

HARTFORD  —  Plans  to  formally 
incorporate  the  Connecticut  ‘Sexual 
Orientation  Committee’  were  discussed 
last  week  (March  2 1 )  during  a  strategy 
session  for  next  year’s  planned  state 
gay  rights  bill.  Acting  committee  co¬ 
ordinator  Don  Zajac  explained  to 
GCN  that  this  move  should  strengthen 
the  status  of  the  group  by  making  it  an 
officially  chartered  organization  regis¬ 
tered  with  the  state. 

Zajac  also  expressed  hope  that  the 


programming  has  been  specifically 
offensive  to  Lesbians  and  felt  that  a 
meeting  alone  with  CBS  would  best 
resolve  differences.  Unfortunately,  lit¬ 
tle  if  any  progress  was  made.  The 
group’s  major  suggestion  of  calling  a 
moratorium  on  all  programs  dealing 
with  Lesbians,  has  yet  to  be  con¬ 
sidered. 

GMC  is  going  to  be  extending 
discussions  for  more  positive  program¬ 
ming  and  non-discriminatory  policy 
statements  to  other  stations.  Specifical¬ 
ly  targeted  stations  are  WNEW, 
WPIX,  and  WOR.  Also  on  the  agenda 
is  a  day  long  series  of  media  workshops 
to  be  conducted  in  late  spring.  To  help 
their  plans  GMC  is  requesting  dona¬ 
tions  and  any  assistance  people  might 
give.  Their  next  meeting  will  be  on 
Sunday,  April  4,  at  5  p.m.  at  Matta- 
chine  Headqurters  located  at  59  Christ¬ 
opher  Street  in  Manhattan.  All  dona¬ 
tions  can  also  be  sent  to  GMC  c/o 
Mattachine. 


incorporation  of  the  group  would 
reduce  the  problem  of  outside  groups 
or  individuals  falsely  claiming  they 
spoke  for  a  majority  of  Connecticut 
gays.  According  to  Zajac,  opposition 
to  this  session’s  gay  rights  bill  raised  by 
a  self-titled  “spokesperson  for  Con¬ 
necticut  gays”  cost  the  recently  de¬ 
feated  bill  votes  in  the  Bridgeport  area. 
+  +  + 
HARTFORD  —  A  champagne  re¬ 
ception  for  Sen.  Betty  Hudson  (D- 
Madison),  will  be  held  Sunday,  April 
11  at  3  p.m.  to  raise  money  for  the 
Connecticut  ‘Sexual  Orientation  Com¬ 
mittee’  and  for  Hudson’s  reelection 
campaign.  Scheduled  at  the  Hill  Cen¬ 
ter,  350  Farmington  Ave.,  Hartford, 
the  reception  will  honor  Ms.  Hudson 
for  her  active  support  of  this  year’s 
recently  defeated  ‘Sexual  Orientation 
Bill.’  A  donation  of  $5  is  requested 
andinformation  about  the  event  can  be 
obtained  at  (203)  447-1771. 
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Employee  Layoffs  at  Jacques,  Other  Side 

ABCC  Delays  Again  on  Bay  Village  Hours 


Jacques,  the  controversial  Bay  Village  bar,  which  Vara  lawyer  Frank  Kirby 
compared  to  a  “church.” 


By  Dean  McLaughlin 

BOSTON  —  The  Massachusetts 
Alcoholic  Beverages  Control  Commis¬ 
sion  (ABCC)  has  taken  under  advise¬ 
ment  the  appeal  of  Henry  Vara’s  two 
Bay  Village  bars,  Jacques  and  The 
Other  Side,  to  the  Boston  Licensing 
Board’s  order  setting  their  closing 
hours  at  midnight.  Arguments  were 
presented  at  two  days  of  hearings 
before  that  board  last  week. 

The  City  of  Boston  was  repre¬ 
sented  by  assistant  corporation  counsel 
Thomas  McKenna  and  Michael  De¬ 
Marco,  counsel  to  the  Police  Commis¬ 
sioner.  Thirty-two  affidavits  from  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  Bay  Village  area  were 
presented  to  the  commission  detailing 
the  change  in  the  situation  in  that  area 
since  the  Boston  Licensing  Board’s  12 
o’clock  closing  order  went  into  effect 
on  Feb.  28. 

Their  testimony  was  summarized  by 
June  McCourt,  who  resides  on  Pied¬ 
mont  Street,  one-half  block  from  the 
two  bars.  According  to  her,  the  hours 
reduction  “has  made  life  much  more 
tolerable.  People  seem  to  be  not  as 
intoxicated,  not  as  hopped-up.  There 
aren’t  any  brawls,  the  tension”  which 
she  claims  plagued  the  neighborhood 
prior  to  the  rollback. 

Additionally,  several  members  of  the 
Boston  Police  Vice  Control  Unit  took 
the  stand  to  elaborate,  with  the  aid  of 
statistics,  on  the  level  of  crime  in  the 
area.  They  testified  that  the  four  prob¬ 
lems  of  major  concern  to  the  residents 
—  noise,  violence,  traffic  and  prostitu¬ 
tion  —  have  all  but  disappeared  from 


the  area  since  the  midnight  closing 
went  into  effect. 

Patrolman  Joseph  Milan  compared 
the  neighborhood  after  midnight  to  a 
“cemetery.”  Transvestites,  who  ac¬ 
cording  to  police  were  solely  concen¬ 
trated  in  the  Bay  Village  prior  to  Feb. 
28,  were  now  said  to  be  “dispersed”  to 
other  areas  of  the  city,  principally  Park 
Square  and  the  Combat  Zone. 

Frank  DiMento,  counsel  for  the 
Varas,  argued  for  the  appellants  that 


Photo  by  Larry  Ligocki 


the  neighborhood  residents  were  exert¬ 
ing  undue  political  influence  in  at¬ 
tempting  to  cloister  their  neighbor¬ 
hood.  He  stated  that  the  problems 
which  occur  outside  the  bar  are  police 
concerns,  and  that  instead  of  using 
preventive  measures  to  deal  with  them, 
the  Boston  police  are  attempting  to 
destroy  the  Vara  business.  He  men¬ 
tioned  the  Napoleon  Club,  another  gay 
bar  located  in  the  Village,  as  an 
example  of  the  neighborhood’s  one¬ 


sided  view  of  the  situation.  He  stated 
that  the  same  illegal  activities  and  dis¬ 
turbances  which  Jacques  and  The 
Other  Side  were  accused  of  attracting 
were  likely  to  be  caused  by  this  and 
other  establishments  in  the  area. 

Sgt.  Steven  DeLosa  of  the  Vice 
Squad  testified  that  on  the  hundred  or 
more  occasions  in  his  19  years  on  the 
force  when  he  has  been  called  to  the 
Bay  Village  he  has  “never  once  in  all 
that  time  seen  anyone  either  enter  or 
leave  the  Napoleon  Club.” 

Staff  Cutbacks 

Meanwhile,  business  at  Jacques  and 
The  Other  Side  has  fallen  off  precipi¬ 
tously,  according  to  Gary  Dotterman, 
manager  of  The  Other  Side.  The  staff 
at  the  bar  has  been  cut  back  to  two 
bartenders  and  two  waiters;  five  bar¬ 
tenders,  Five  waiters,  two  floormen, 
and  one  doorman  have  been  laid  off. 
Dotterman  and  his  fellow  manager 
Donald  Richards  have  assumed  much 
of  the  work-load  normally  handled  by 
these  personnel.  No  attempt  is  being 
made  to  find  positions  for  the  former 
emplyees  in  other  Vara  enterprises  in 
the  city.  The  Kenmore  Club,  the  Varas’ 
other  major  concern,  uses  only  women 
as  waiters  and  therefore  cannot  use  the 
men  laid  off  from  The  Other  Side, 
Dotterman  explained.  He  has,  how¬ 
ever,  personally  contacted  the  manag¬ 
ers  of  other  gay  bars  in  the  city  and 
given  his  highest  recommendations  to 
them  for  his  former  employees.  “It’s 
tough  to  tell  people  who  have  been  here 
eight  years  that  we  have  to  cut  back,” 
he  stated,  “especially  when  I’ve  only 
been  here  two  years.” 


News  Commentary 

Frank  Kirby,  Lawyer  for  Varas,  Defends  Bars 


By  Joseph  Leo 

BOSTON  —  As  Jacques  and  The 
Other  Side,  the  two  Bay  Village  bars 
owned  by  Henry  and  Carmine  Vara, 
Find  themselves  under  increasing  pres¬ 
sure,  Frank  Kirby,  counsel  for  the 
bars,  spoke  with  GCN  to  give  the  Vara 
side  of  the  case.  Kirby,  who  has 
worked  for  the  Vara  intersets  for  two 
years,  gave  GCN  the  exclusive  interview 
after  the  bars’  creditors  banded  togeth¬ 
er  to  support  the  Varas.  The  two  bars 
Filed  for  bankruptcy  this  month  after 
the  12  o’clock  closing  hour,  imposed 
by  the  Boston  Licensing  Board,  began 
to  have  a  strong  effect  on  the  bars’ 
patronage. 

Kirby  strongly  denounced  the  Li¬ 
censing  Board-ordered  closing  as  “an 
arbitrary  and  discriminatory  action.” 
He  was  especially  pleased  with  the 
decision  of  the  bars’  creditors  to  form 
a  committee  to  support  the  Varas’ 
stand  on  the  midnight  closing  hour.  He 
hopes  to  show  that  the  early  closing 
“has  caused  the  businesses  to  suffer 
irreparable  harm”  and  that  his  credit¬ 
ors’  financial  picture  will  attest  to  this 
fact. 

Kirby  also  cited  the  fact  that  about 
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150  employees  are  involved  in  the  Bay 
Village  situation,  “some  of  whom 
would  be  unemployable  in  today’s 
market.  Maybe  the  boards  will  listen  to 
the  fact  that  they’re  putting  people  out 
of  business  without  just  compensa¬ 
tion,”  he  said. 

Kirby  stated  that  if  “a  reasonable 
offer  were  made  for  the  bars,”  the 
owners  would  relocate.  He  pointed  out 
that  Jacques  had  been  in  its  present 
location  for  43  years  under  one-family 
ownership.  As  for  The  Other  Side,  he 
noted  that  it  was  the  Boston  Redevel¬ 
opment  Agency  (BRA)  itself  that  gave 
money  to  relocate  the  old  Punch  Bowl 
on  the  site  of  The  Other  Side. 

Kirby  repeatedly  stated  during  the 
course  of  the  interview  that  the  Bay 
Village  dispute  began  as  a  direct  result 
of  the  BRA’s  decision  “to  seal  off  Bay 
Village  from  the  rest  of  the  world” 
with  the  construction  of  the  Sack  57 
building.  “This  more  than  anything 
contributed  to  the  current  hassles,” 
Kirby  told  GCN. 

When  asked  to  elaborate  on  his 
statement  that  “political  muscle”  was 
being  employed  in  this  case,  Kirby  was 


more  than  eager  to  respond.  “What 
started  as  a  support  of  the  residents  of 
Bay  Village,”  he  claimed,  “has  now 
turned  into  a  gigantic  crusade  against 
Henry  Vara  and  in  what  ( Globe 
reporter)  David  Farrell  believes  he 
(Vara)  stands  for.” 

“Likewise,”  Rep.  Barney  Frank 
“has  gone  too  far.  He’s  turned  this 
thing  into  a  personal  vendetta  against 
Henry  Vara.  He’s  lost  sight  of  the  fact 
that  economic  interests  cannot  be 
extinguished  without  compensation.” 
Kirby  did  admit,  however,  to  being  a 
personal  friend  and  admirer  of  the 
Back  Bay  representative. 

Kirby  also  took  Alcoholic  Beverage 
Control  Commission  (ABCC)  Chair¬ 
man  Harrington  to  task  for  his 
dissenting  opinion  at  the  hearings. 
Quoting  Harrington’s  statement  that 
Jacques  and  The  Other  Side  “cater  to 
exotics  who  inhabit  a  social  nether¬ 
world,”  Kirby  expressed  the  opinion 
that  Harrington  “doesn’t  have  much 
respect  for  sexual  preference  in  today’s 
society.” 

Kirby  took  this  reporter  on  a  tour  of 
Jacques  to  reinforce  his  view  that  the 


bar  was  hardly  to  be  characterized  as  a 
“netherworld.”  He  explained  that  the 
clientele  should  not  be  described  as 
“gay”  but  rather  “under  30.”  He 
characterized  the  bar’s  patrons  as  “real 
people  —  sensitive,  discreet,  and 
honest  (not  to  mention  the  best  dancers 
in  the  city).”  “There  is  a  tremendous 
esprit  de  corps  developing  here,”  Kirby 
said.  “Fights  are  a  thing  of  the  past,” 
he  said,  “and  the  major  crime  now  — 
male  prostitution  —  would  not  go 
away  if  the  bars  were  closed  since  the 
drag  queens  like  these  corners  any¬ 
way.”  As  we  shook  hands  to  depart, 
Kirby  likened  Jacques  to  “a  church.” 

Whatever  one’s  feelings  about  the 
two  bars  or  the  Varas,  Kirby  seems  to 
have  changed  in  at  least  one  respect 
during  his  work  for  the  Varas.  “I’ve 
gained  a  personal  respect  and  compas¬ 
sion  for  gay  people,”  Kirby  said.  “I  no 
longer  even  make  the  mental  dis¬ 
tinction  between  gay  and  straight.” 
While  readily  admitting  to  his  past 
preconceived  homophobic  notions, 
Kirby  now  states,  “I  wouldn’t  even  be 
bothered  if  a  member  of  my  family 
turned  gay;  we  are  all  normal.” 
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April  8  Set  for  ‘Grand  JuryThree’Protest  March 


Grand  Jury  demonstrators  at  last  fall’s  New  Haven  protest  on  behalf  of 
imprisoned  lesbian  resisters  Grusse,  lurgeon  and  Raymond.  With  Jill  Raymond 
remaining  in  a  Kentucky  jail,  protesters  will. return  to  the  streets  on  April  8.  (see 
accompanying  story)  photo  by  Nancy  Wechsler 


Unitarians  Question  Saxe  Trial 


BOSTON  —  The  Grand  Jury  Pro¬ 
ject’s  month-long  campaign  to  protest 
the  imprisonment  of  three  people  who 
refused  to  cooperate  with  grand  jury 
investigations  will  culminate  in  a  series 
of  demonstrations  in  several  American 
cities  on  Thursday,  April  8.  The 
Project  has  been  attempting  to  com¬ 
municate  to  United  States  Attorney 
General  Levi  what  it  calls  “widespread 
public  outrage”  over  the  imprison¬ 
ments  of  lesbian  activist  Jill  Raymond 
and  two  other  grand  jury  resisters. 

The  Grand  Jury  Project’s  “de¬ 
mands”  include  the  freeing  of  the 
resisters  in  addition  to  the  “halt  of  the 
use  of  the  grand  jury  as  a  tool  of 
political  repression”  and  the  “ending 
of  the  FBI  harassment  of  political 
activists.” 

One  of  the  imprisoned  grand  jury 
resisters,  former  Mayor  of  Concord, 
New  Hampshire,  J.  Herbert  Quinn, 
was  released  Tuesday  of  last 
week  from  a  Danbury,  Conn.,  jail. 
Quinn  had  been  imprisoned  since 
December  29  for  refusing  to  testify 
before  a  Concord  grand  jury  investi¬ 
gating  alleged  gun  running  to  the  Irish 
Republican  Army. 

In  addition  to  Jill  Raymond,  who 
has  been  in  jail  for  over  a  year  for 
refusing  to  cooperate  with  a  grand  jury 
investigating  the  whereabouts  of  Susan 
Saxe  and  Kathy  Powers,  the  Project  is 
also  focusing  on  imprisoned  resisters 
Joanna  LeDaeux  and  Veronica  Vigil. 
LeDaeux  is  a  Native  American 
para-legal  worker  who  was  jailed  on 
September  22  of  last  year  for  refusing 
to  cooperate  with  a  grand  jury  investi¬ 
gating  conflict  between  the  FBI  and  the 
Oglala  Sioux  nation.  LeDeaux’s  refus¬ 
al  to  testify  is  based  in  part  on  her 
contention  that  the  U.S.  government 
has  no  legal  jurisdiction  over  Oglala 


Sioux  land. 

Veronica  Vigil  is  a  Chicana  activist 
in  Denver,  Colorado,  who  has  been  in 
jail  since  September  10  for  refusing  to 
cooperate  with  a  renewed  Federal 
grand  jury  investigation  into  El  Movi- 
miento  Chicano.  The  grand  jury  probe 
is  a  continuation  of  a  case  arising  from 
two  1974  car  bomb  explosions  that 
killed  six  Chicanos  (known  as  Los  Seis) 
and  injured  another. 

The  Grand  Jury  Project  warns  that 
the  “misuse  of  the  grand  jury  is  a  key 
part  of  the  government’s  campaign  to 
harass  and  intimidate  political  dissi¬ 
dents.”  “For  the  past  five  years,”  the 
Project  continued,  “people  sympathet¬ 
ic  to  or  active  in  radical  causes  (and 
even  those  people  who  were  simply 
acquaintances  of  activists)  have  been 
called  to  appear  before  secret  grand 
jury  proceedings  supposedly  investi¬ 
gating  ‘criminal’  activities.” 

April  8  demonstrations  will  take 
place  in  Boston,  Los  Angeles,  Wash¬ 
ington,  Denver,  Philadelphia,  Seattle, 
New  Haven,  Minneapolis,  and  Lexing¬ 
ton  (Kentucky).  The  Boston  demon¬ 
stration,  which  will  feature  singing  and 
guerrilla  theatre,  will  begin  at  12  noon 
in  front  of  the  Park  Street  Subway 
station.  Participants  will  then  march  to 
the  Federal  Building  at  Post  Office 
Square. 

Nancy  Wechsler,  who  has  been 
involved  with  the  Boston  Grand  Jury 
Project  told  GCN  that  “it  seems  clear 
from  past  history  that  the  only  way  to 
put  a  halt  to  government  tactics  and 
the  only  way  to  get  people  out  of  jail 
(and  stop  people  from  going  to  jail)  is 
by  a  public  cry  of  outrage.  It’s  very 
clear  that  it  could  be  any  of  us  in  jail 
and  it  is  important  to  come  out  and 
show  solidarity  with  people  in  jail...” 


BOSTON  —  The  Unitarian  Univer- 
salist  Service  Committee  Boston  Ac¬ 
tion  Coalition  voted  unanimously  on 
March  10  to  release  the  following 
statement  to  the  media  on  the  coming 
trial  of  Susan  Saxe: 

“We  are  concerned  about  the  possi¬ 
bilities  for  a  fair  trial  being  accorded 
Susan  Saxe  in  Boston. 

“The  case  has  received  considerable 
media  coverage  to  the  detriment  of  the 
defendant. 

“We  believe  that  the  political  beliefs, 
sexual  preferences,  and  lifestyle  of  an 
individual  have  nothing  to  do  with 
their  guilt  or  innocence  before  the  law. 


yet  the  media  continually  emphasizes 
these  aspects  of  the  case. 

“Public  opinion  has  been  inflamed 
to  the  point  where  we  believe  that  it 
will  be  difficult  if  not  impossible  to 
find  a  jury  which  can  hear  the  case 
fairly  and  impartially. 

“We  ask  the  trial  judge,  the  public 
prosecutor  and  other  public  officials  to 
exhaust  every  effort  to  assure  Ms.  Saxe 
a  fair  trial,  which  is  the  right  of  every 
citizen.” 

The  UUSC  Boston  Action  Coalition 
is  an  18  member  board  of  clergy  and 
laypeople  drawn  from  Unitarian  Uni- 
versalist  churches  in  the  metropolitan 
Boston  area. 
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By  Nigel  Hart 

On  January  30th  Anthony  Whitehead  (22)  of  Worthing,  England,  was  seen 
fleetingly  kissing  his  boyfriend  on  a  TV  documentary  on  homosexuality.  The 
following  day  he  was  suspended  from  his  job  as  a  trainee  manager  at  the  Worthing 
branch  of  British  Home  Stores,  one  of  the  largest  UK  chain-stores.  Later  in  the 
week,  it  is  said,  he  was  browbeaten  by  two  senior  BHS  personnel  managers  into 
resigning.  A  statement  said  that  Tony’s  appearance  on  TV  had  produced  publicity 
which  made  it  ‘impractical  for  him  to  resume  his  training.’  BHS  offered  to  transfer 
him  to  another  area  —  IF  he  gave  up  campaigning  for  gay  rights.  Tony  refused. 


Gay  Activism  in  Britain 


The  following  weekend  gays  pick¬ 
eted  the  principal  BHS  in  London  and 
branches  at  Lancaster  and  Brighton.  In 
subsequent  weeks,  the  picket  spread 
until,  on  March  28th,  four  branches 
were  picketed  in  the  London  area  alone 
and  more  than  thirty  thousand  leaflets 
distributed.  Tony’s  dismissal  and  the 
resultant  protests  have  received  wide¬ 
spread  publicity  in  the  British  press  and 
picketeers  were  interviewed  on  the 
radio. 

By  US  standards,  the  whole  affair 
may  seem  unremarkable,  but  in  Britain 
it  has  come  as  a  minor  revolution. 
Apart  from  the  heady  years  of  the  late 
sixties  and  early  seventies,  gays  have 
rarely  been  seen  on  the  streets  here  — 
and  when  they  have  it  has  been  as  part 
of  formal  demos  which  have  attracted 
little  attention  in  the  gay  community 
and  less  publicity  in  the  het  press. 

Instead  gays  have  prefered  to  turn 
inwards  and  concentrate  on  strength¬ 
ening  themselves.  The  original  activist 
GLF  groups  have  almost  entirely 
disappeared  and  their  place  has  been 
taken  by  CHE  (Campaign  for  Homo¬ 
sexual  Equality),  a  nationwide  organ¬ 
isation  which  has  140  branches  and 
over  five  thousand  members.  CHE  has 
a  small  staff  of  full  time  workers  and 
an  HQ  in  Manchester,  a  large  indus¬ 
trial  city  in  northern  England.  For 
several  years  it  has  organised  national 
conventions  and  this  year’s,  to  be  held 
in  Southampton,  will  be  attended  bv 
15,00  Gays.  Among  the  guest  speakers 
will  be  American  Lenny  Matlovitch. 

Critics  of  CHE  say  that  it  is  not  a 
campaign  at  all,  just  an  umbrella 
organisation  for  gay  social  evenings  — 
and  certainly  the  BHS  pickets  have 
shown  CHE  to  be  a  very  unwieldy 
structure  for  launching  protests.  The 
national  executive  and  office  gave  little 
guidance  and  nearly  all  the  work  was 
done  by  a  small  percentage  of  the 
groups  and  an  even  smaller  percentage 
of  the  members. 

Another  even  more  damaging 
criticism  concerns  CHE’s  failure  to 
attract  women  members.  Although 
several  executive  members,  including 
Chairperson  Glenys  Parry,  are  women, 
CHE  still  appears  as  a  male-dominated 
organisation.  Many  local  groups  have 
no  female  members  and  show  little 


desire  to  attract  any.  Consequently, 
activist  gay  women  tend  to  join  lesbian 
or  feminist  movements  and  are  reluc¬ 
tant  to  cooperate  with  CHE. 

However,  CHE  leaders  answer 
detractors  by  pointing  out  that  they 
have  created  the  only  large,  stable  and 


well-known  gay  organisation  in  Britain 
and  have  achieved  a  sufficient  degree 
of  respectability  to  attract  the  support 
and  patronage  of  responsible  national 
figures  and  members  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliament.  Moreover,  through 
CHE  meetings  and  social  activities, 
thousands  of  gays  have  found  sym¬ 
pathetic  environments  and  help  in 
coming  out.  British  gays  are  conserva¬ 
tive  by  nature  and  CHE  feels  that  to 
adopt  a  more  radical  attitude  towards 
campaigning  would  be  to  jeopardise 
both  its  membership  figures  and  its 
credibility  as  a  national  organisation 
for  all  gays. 

Supportive  groups  attract  the 
energies  of  the  most  active  and 
committed  British  gays.  There  are 
national  counselling  services  like 
Friend,  Icebreaker  and  Parents’ 


Enquiry  and  information  services  like 
Gay  Switchboard,  the  London  branch 
of  which  (01-837-7324)  now  operates 
around  the  clock.  Many  campuses  and 
professions  have  their  own  gay  organ¬ 
isations  and  gay  religious  groups  have 
been  formed. 

One  of  the  main  achievements  of 
British  gays  has  been  the  creation  of  a 
serious  gay  media.  There  are  a  number 
of  non-pornographic  publications  of 
which  the  best-known  are  the  lesbian 
journal  ‘Sappho’  and  the  highly 
successful  fortnightly  newspaper  ‘Gay 
News’  which  has  a  paid  staff  of  ten  and 
a  circulation  of  twenty-five  thousand. 


Photograph:  Rev  John  Knell 

There  is  a  gay  theatre  group  ‘Gay 
Sweatshop’  which  has  toured  widely 
and  is  currently  in  London  presenting  a 
series  of  short  plays  collectively 
entitled  ‘3  Homosexual  Acts’  which 
have  been  widely  and  favourably 
reviewed  in  the  het  press. 

Nonetheless,  taken  as  a  whold,  gays 
in  Britain  are  far  more  disunited  and 
self-effacing  than  in  the  States.  Not 
one  gay  in  a  hundred  belongs  to  a  gay 
organisation  and,  outside  London  and 
half  a  dozen  big  provincial  cities,  gay 
communities  scarcely  exist.  Job  dis¬ 
crimination  is  widespread,  while 
support  from  labor  unions  and  profes¬ 
sional  groups  is  luke  warm  at  best.  One 
union  recently  sacked  one  of  its  own 
employees  because  she  declared  herself 
to  be  gay. 

Any  night  of  the  week  you  can  see 


policemen  moving  gays  off  the  streets  in 
London's  Earls  Court  district  while  a 
recent  anti-vice  drive  by  police  chief  Sir 
Robert  Mark  has  succeeded  in  closing 
virtually  all  of  the  capital’s  gay  saunas. 
Entrapment  and  raids  on  ‘cottages’ 

( gay  slang  for  public  toilets  )  ending  in 
prosecutions  and  fines  are  widespread 
and  the  resultant  publicity  probably 
produces  the  majority  of  information 
on  gays  presented  in  the  press.  Yet,  as 
an  American  gay  rights  veteran 
remarked  to  me  recently,  there  is  still 
insufficient  anger  among  British  gays 
for  there  to  be  a  Christopher  Street 
over  here. 

One  trouble  is  that,  in  some  ways, 
British  gays  have  it  too  easy.  The  days 
when  national  figures  like  Oscar  Wilde 
were  imprisoned  for  homosexuality  are 
long  over.  Homosexual  acts  between 
consenting  males  over  the  age  of  21 
were  legalised  in  England  and  Wales  in 
1967,  although  they  remain  illegal  (but 
rarely  prosecuted)  in  Scotland  and 
Northern  Ireland.  Homosexual  acts 
between  women  have  never  been 
outlawed.  The  last  fifteen  years  have 
seen  a  considerable  change  in  public 
attitudes  towards  gays,  and  the  gay 
life,  especially  in  London  ‘with  it’ 
society,  can  be  very  comfortable 
indeed.  Used  to  urbane  and  unaggres- 
sive  homosexuals,  liberal  hets  are 
puzzled  by  gay  anger  or  aggression. 
‘You  gays  never  had  it  so  good,  so  why 
are  you  still  complaining?’  is  the 
attitude  —  and  very  many  gays  agree 
and  fear  that  ‘rocking  the  boat’  could 
provoke  a  het  backlash.  And  this  is 
why  the  BHS  affair  is  so  remarkable. 

Tony  Whitehead’s  TV  kiss  was 
‘aggressive’  and  BHS  only  reacted  as 
many,  perhaps  most,  other  companies 
would  have  done.  No  one  expected  the 
outburst  of  gay  indignation  which, 
while  it  will  not  close  down  the  giant 
chain-store,  has  certainly  given  food 
for  thoughts  to  its  managers  —  and, 
indeed,  to  managers  of  other  firms. 
Hundreds  of  thousands  of  Britons 
have  seen  self-declared  gays  on  the 
streets  for  the  first  time  and  have  read 
gay  leaflets;  millions  more  have  been 
reached  by  press  and  TV  coverage.  The 
degree  of  het  sympathy  has  been  both 
surprising  and  gratifying,  gays  who 
have  picketed  have  gained  a  new 
confidence,  some  of  those  who  didn’t 
have  begun  to  feel  guilt  about  their 
apathy,  and  many  CHE  members  are 
being  lead  to  re-evaluate  the  structure 
and  purpose  of  their  organisation. 
Perhaps  it’s  not  much,  but  to  British 
gay  activists  it’s  the  most  encouraging 
thing  to  happen  in  years. 
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By  James  M.  Saslow 

It’s  quite  a  milestone  for  gay  culture 
when  two  major  gay-related  programs 
hit  the  airwaves  within  ten  days. 
Looking  at  last  week’s  “Song  of 
Myself”  (NBC’s  Walt  Whitman  dra¬ 
ma)  in  the  “Outreach”  program  of 
February  29  (WNET,  New  York) 
offers  one  very  significant  conclusion: 
if  you  want  something  done  well,  do  it 
yourself. 

As  reported  in  GCN,  “Outreach” 
was  a  tremendous  success.  But  the 
March  9th  “expose”  failed  utterly  to 
live  up  to  hopes  of  its  dealing  frankly 
with  the  good  gray  poet’s  sexuality, 
crucial  to  any  understanding  of  his 
work. 

The  reason  for  the  two  shows’ 
relative  merits  is  clear.  One  was  a 
product  of  the  gay  community  itself; 
the  other  was  a  self-conscious  and 
ambivalent  attempt  by  a  “straight” 
network  to  deal  with  a  subject  trendy 
enough  to  merit  their  attention,  but 
still  too  “controversial”  for  real 
honesty. 

Remember  when  gays  appeared  on 
David  Susskind  with  bags  on  their 
heads?  Well,  Whitman’s  glorious 
beard  is  allowed  to  spread  in  full  view, 
but  that’s  about  all.  Several  times  a 
lover  or  “companion”  appears  with 
him,  but  they  never  do  more  than  hold 
hands.  The  only  actual  male/male  kiss 
is  between  Whitman  and  his  younger 
brother  —  and  that’s  O.K.  because  the 
kid  is  retarded. 

But  the  fault  of  “Song  of  Myself” 
lies  deeper  than  mere  sexual  squeam¬ 
ishness.  It’s  philosophically  soft  core 
as  well.  The  script’s  too-easy  preoccu¬ 
pation  with  Whitman’s  struggles  aginst 
the  stultifying  morality  of  his  day  fails 
to  grasp  the  positive  elements  of  his  life 
on  their  own  terms.  We  see  a  lot  of  his 
father,  his  brother,  and  his  boss 
criticizing  him  as  a  “morally  unfit, 
disgusting,  dirty  old  man;”  we  see 
virtually  no  clear  images  to  convince  us 
of  the  true  value  of  his  lusty  romanti¬ 
cism. 

One  of  the  cardinal  principles  of 
good  public-relations  writing  is  “never 
articulate  the  opposition’s  point  of 
view.”  “Song  of  Myself” doth  protest 
too  much.  In  the  process  of  beating  the 
dead  horse  of  Victorian  prudery,  it 
neglects  to  show  us  the  real,  novel 
beauty  of  Whitman’s  own  lifestyle  — 
the  one  message  that  could  have 
provided  contemporary  relevance  to  its 
hero. 

I'o  be  fair,  there  were  some  touching 
scenes:  Whitman  as  nurse  in  the  Civil 
Was,  for  example  (when’s  the  last  time 
you  saw  a  tender,  nurturing  male  role 
on  Kojakl).  And  the  stairway  farewell 
to  his  young  lover  of  ten  years.  But  the 
depiction  of  that  relationship  was  so 
indirect  that  one  had  to  know  its 
history  beforehand  to  grasp  what  was 
happening.  The  result  was  like  opening 
the  closet  door  while  turning  off  the 
lights. 


Whitman’s  greatest  glory  was  his 
sublime  insistence  on  participating  in 
the  very  storm-centers  of  the  society  of 
his  time.  Caring  little  for  his  own 
practical  security,  he  glorified  in  living 
out  the  social  upheavals  of  the  war  and 
the  first  stirrings  of  sexual  liberation. 
While  the  program  does  imply  that  this 
participation  is  the  source  of  his  poetic 
inspiration,  it  gets  short  shrift  com¬ 
pared  to  more  negative  matters. 

Yet  that’s  perhaps  Whitman’s  great¬ 
est  relevance  to  gay  people  of  today, 
particularly  activists  like  the  forty- 
some  panelists  on  “Outreach.”  After 
all,  from  what  else  do  we  in  the 
movement  draw  out  strength  but  the 
same  vital  need  to  be  “at  the  center”  of 
essential  change?  Why  else  do  we 
scrape  by  on  subsistence  rations  as 
GCN  or  NGTF  staffers,  or  remain  in 
rickety  boarded-up  houses  on  Fort  hill 
or  walk-up  tenements  in  Manhattan’s 
Chelsea? 

Why,  except  for  the  felt  imperative 
to  actors  in  the  drama  of  change  and 
growth  that  has  always  animated 
America?  Why,  but  for  the  essential 
Whitmanesque  optimism  we  share, 
that  the  message  of  sexual  liberation  is 
the  message  of  spiritual  liberation,  and 
that  this  message  can  and  will  form  the 
basis  of  a  new  culture? 

That’s  what  made  “Outreach”  such 
an  achievement:  like  good  p.r.  (and 
good  culture),  it  was  presented  entirely 
on  our  terms.  Its  greatest  significance 
lay  in  what  was  not  said.  Of,  by,  and 
for  gay  people,  it  wasted  little  effort 
dignifying  the  opposition.  It  simply 
showed  who  we  are,  and  where  we 
want  to  go. 

In  “Song  of  Myself,”  the  dominant 
media  end  up  reinforcing  the  image  of 
homosexuals  as  an  anomalous  minor¬ 
ity  —  albeit  now  a  vocal,  plucky  one. 
We  should,  of  course,  rejoice  that  even 
this  much  recognition  has  come  our 
way  —  at  least  a  few  isolated  teenagers 
will  see  more  of  men  hugging  than  i  did 
at  their  age. 

But  the  gay  movement  itself,  by 
contrast,  has  passed  beyond  the  ma¬ 
sochistic  self-image  of  “struggling 
outsiders.”  “Outreach”  demonstrated 
that  we  are  well  on  the  way  to  building 
our  own  culture  by  our  own  rules. 

Utopian?  Yes,  but  it  is  such  faith 
that  sustained  Whitman,  and  that 
sustains  us  in  continuing  his  struggle. 
No  one  else  will  give  us  a  new,  positive 
culture  —  we’ve  got  to  “do  it  our¬ 
selves.”  As  Walt  himself  said: 

“When  America  does  what  was  prom¬ 
ised, 

When  each  part  is  peopled  by  free  peo¬ 
ple. 

When  through  these  States  walk  a  hun¬ 
dred  millions  of  superb  persons, 
When  the  rest  part  away  for  superb 
persons  and  contribute  to  them  .  .  . 
Then  to  me  and  mine  our  due  frui¬ 
tion.” 

And  we’ve  started. 


The  Punishment  Cure  by  Stephen  J. 

Sansweet  (New  York:  Mason, 

Charter  Co.,  1975)  ($8.95  hard¬ 
cover) 

A  Review  by  Tom  Myles 

Tamp  ering  with  human  behavior  is 
controversial,  to  say  the  least.  Those 
kinds  of  therapy  which  direct  them¬ 
selves  to  what  people  do  (not  what  they 
think;  it  is  assumed  that  how  a  person 
thinks  will  eventually  conform  to  what 
that  person  does)  are  called  behavior 
modifiers;  the  most  frequently  used  is 
aversion  therapy.  Aversion  therapy 
utilizes  electric  shock,  bad  smells, 
guilt,  anxiety  and  other  undesirable 
states  of  being  to  rid  a  patient  of  an 
unacceptable  behavior  —  such  as 
smoking,  homosexuality,  fetishes  or 
whatever.  Aversion  therapy  is  very  pop¬ 
ular,  and  accordingly  there  is  plenty 
in  print  pro  and  con.  The  doctors  and 
psychologists  seem  to  me  to  be 
fascinated  with  the  power  they  some¬ 
times  have  over  individuals.  Patients 
and  civil  libertarians  often  take  an¬ 
other  point  of  view,  claiming  that  an 
individual’s  right  to  maintain  his  or 
her  own  personality  is  violated.  After  a 
while,  a  reader  can  pretty  much  figure 
out  which  side  of  the  argument  the 
author  is  on  by  determining  who  the 
author  is:  patient  or  doctor. 

The  best  writing  on  the  topic,  in  my 
opinion,  is  being  done  by  outsiders, 
disinterested  parties  who  can  investi¬ 
gate  and  present  both  points  of  view. 
Such  a  study  was  undertaken  by  Ste¬ 
phen  J.  Sansweet,  author  of  The  Pun¬ 
ishment  Cure.  Sansweet  is  not  a  psy¬ 
chologist  but  a  journalist  and  freelance 
writer.  Although  he  is  concerned  with 
the  rights  of  the  individual  being  pitted 
against  the  massive  force  of  hospitals 
or  prisons,  Sansweet  also  presents  the 
other  point  of  view.  Should  the 


behavior  of  epileptics  be  modified  or 
left  alone?  Should  society  lock  up  child 
molesters  or  compulsive  thieves,  exhi¬ 
bitionists,  alcoholics  and  gamblers,  or 
should  society  rid  them  of  undesirable 
behavior  and  let  them  go?  An  under¬ 
lying  theme  in  the  book  is  the  role  of 
prisons  and  hospitals:  should  they 
punish  those  whose  behavior  is  consid¬ 
ered  unacceptable,  or  should  they  try 
to  alter  behavior  into  a  more  socially 
acceptable  form?  and  if  the  behavior 
of  certain  individuals  should  be  al¬ 
tered,  who  should  decide  what  the 
norm  is? 

The  book  limits  its  focus  to  aversion 
therapy.  Electric  shock  is  most  fre- 
methods.  For  instance  the  drug 
apomorphine  is  frequently  used  in 
prisons  to  rid  inmates  of  undesirable 
character  traits.  When  the  person 
misbehaves,  he  or  she  is  taken  aside 
and  given  a  shot  of  the  drug.  The 
person  is  then  exercised  —  probably  so 
the  drug  will  circulate  faster  —  and 
then  the  person  will  vomit  for  15 
minutes  to  an  hour,  at  which  time  the 
person  will  be  lectured  to  about  his  or 
her  undesirable  behavior.  Whether  the 
use  of  this  drug  is  aversive  conditioning 
or  cruel  and  abusive  punishment  has 
become  a  legal  matter.  (In  December, 
1973,  a  3  judge  panel  of  the  U.S. 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  for  the 
Eighth  District  found  the  apomorphine 
program  unconstitutional.)  Courts 
have  also  had  to  decide  whether  the 
uses  of  anectine  or  scoline  (drugs  which 
temporarily  stop  respiration)  were 
constitutional.  Prisoners  and  mental 
patients  usually  signed  consent  forms, 
but  just  how  freely  consent  was 
obtained  is  another  matter. 

The  key  to  aversive  conditioning  is 
punishment.  Shame  has  been  called 
into  play  a  number  of  times.  For 
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A  Review  by  Rose  Flower 

The  movie  is  finally  done,  and  it’s 
dynamite.  The  lesbian  community  in 
Boston  and  Provincetown  must  have 
been  holding  its  collective  breaths  for 
two  years  waiting  for  Micki  Dickoff  to 
finish  “Monday  Morning  Pronouns.” 
It  was  practically  the  first  thing  I  heard 
about  when  I  came  to  Boston,  and,  of 
course,  I  wanted  to  be  in  it  too.  You 
can  see  my  face  for  a  second  in  the  bar 
scene.  I  was  thrilled.  And  I  saw  all  the 
faces  of  women  I  have  met,  and  the 
faces  of  women  I  am  glad  were  proud 
enough  to  appear  on  the  screen  in  a 
lesbian-made  film  about  lesbians.  The 
faces  are  so  important.  I  just  kept 
thinking  that  the  more  gay  faces  that 
people  could  see,  the  more  they  would 
understand  how  many  of  us  there  are 
and  how  many  different  kinds  of 
people  we  are. 

More  than  400  people  showed  up  at 
the  Harvard-Radcliffe  film  festival  to 
see  the  Boston  premiere.  Many  of  the 
faces  in  the  audience  reappeared  on  the 
screen.  Of  course,  everyone  loves  to  see 
himself/herself.  If  you  are  gay,  you 
will  see  yourself,  too.  The  film  relates 
to  all  of  us,  and  the  gay  experience! 
While  the  visual  part  shows  gays, 
mainly  women,  dancing,  kissing,  run¬ 
ning  in  the  sand,  playing  music, 
marching  in  the  gay  parades,  we  hear 
women  talking  about  their  various 
experiences.  They  talk  about  coming 
out,  trying  to  get  jobs,  telling  parents, 
loving  other  women,  all  the  experiences 
of  the  gay  person.  “I  just  kept  saying 
the  word  over  and  over  to  myself: 


‘lesbian,  lesbian,  les-bee-an’  ”  you  will 
hear  as  you  see  women  kissing  or 
dancing.  They  you  will  hear  voices  of 
people  in  the  street:  “They  should  all 
be  shot  .  .  .  they’re  a  danger  to  our 
children,”  while  watching  people 
marching  in  a  gay  pride  parade.  You 
will  feel  all  the  emotions  connected 
with  coming  out.  I  almost  cried  during 
the  scenes  between  a  mother  and 
daughter,  when  the  woman  speaking 
said  she  was  afraid  that  she  would  lose 
her  mother  if  she  came  out  to  her,  but 
that  she  had  already  lost  her  by  not 
being  honest  with  her.  In  the  next 
minute,  I  was  laughing  at  the  clever 
animation  sequence  in  which  “Wonder 
Woman”  fights  all  obstacles  to  save 
women  in  distress,  while  Lou  Crim- 
mons  sings  “Wonder  Woman.”  It’s 
unheard  of  for  a  super-eight  mm.  film 
to  be  almost  an  hour  long,  but  it 
certainly  didn’t  seem  long. 

The  film  tries  to  do  a  lot,  to  cover 
almost  the  whole  range  of  lesbian  life 
from  the  realization  that  one  is  gay 
through  to  one’s  joyful  proclaiming  of 
it  in  public.  But  it  succeeds  because  I 
think  we  can  all  find  some  part  in  it 
with  which  to  identify.  The  audio 
portion,  engineered  by  Leslie  Cagan,  is 
brilliantly  done;  she  certainly  proves 
that  people  have  the  most  interesting 
things  to  say  about  themselves;  they 
need  no  script  other  than  their  own  life 
experiences.  The  visual  I  commend 
most  for  its  careful  record  of  gay 
culture.  We  may  be  so  immersed  in  our 
subculture  that  we  forget  that  our 
picnics,  parades,  buttons,  placards, 


)  for  Homosexual i 


example  a  compulsive  shoplifter  was 
made  to  watch  a  film,  made  especially 
for  her,  of  a  woman  who  resembled  her 
shoplift.  Extras  were  hired  to  play 
fellow  shoppers.  They  gave  disgusted 
and  disapproving  looks  to  the  woman 
as  she  stole.  Similarly,  transvestites  are 
frequently  “treated”  by  being  shown 
slides  of  themselves  in  various  stages  of 
cross-dressing,  or  forced  to  dress  and 
undress  while  being  photographed, 
thus  stressing  the  element  of  shame, 
because  privacy  is  an  important 
element  of  cross-dressing. 

Two  chapters  of  Sansweet’s  book 
deal  with  sexuality.  One  concerns 
homosexuality,  and  the  other  is  about 
transvestism,  transsexualism  and  fet¬ 
ishes.  The  author  points  out  quite 
accurately  that  the  use  of  aversion 
therapy  and  the  meteoric  rise  of  the  gay 
liberation  movememt  occurred  simul¬ 
taneously,  and  the  two  have  tollided 
Tiead  on.  The  author,  neutral  through¬ 
out  the  book  on  most  matters,  doubts 
that  a  “cure”  for  homosexuality  is 
necessary  or  even  desirable.  Cure  rates 
aren’t  that  good,  anyway,  especially 
when  a  patient  is  being  coerced  into  a 
program  against  his  or  her  will  (usually 
by  a  court).  In  1957  the  British 
Wolfenden  Report,  which  led  to  the 
legalization  of  private  sexual  acts 
between  consenting  adults  —  said  that 
doctors  could  not  document  even  one 
case  of  a  homosexual  made  exclusively 
and  permanently  heterosexual  through 
therapy. 

In  December,  1973,  the  American 
Psychiatric  Association  eliminated 
homosexuality  as  a  category  of 
“mental  disorder,”  preferring  instead 
to  call  it  “sexual  orientation  disturb¬ 
ance.”  This  means  that,  in  the  psychia¬ 
trists’  view,  gay  people  can  be  as 
healthy  or  disturbed  as  anyone  else. 


Most  psychiatrists  responding  to  a 
survey  taken  in  the  book  say  they 
would  treat  a  homosexual  to  make  that 
person  at  ease  with  his  or  her  true 
sexuality.  Sansweet  discusses  a  case  of 
a  man  who  was  treated  by  aversion 
therapy  so  that  his  sexual  object 
would  be  redirected  from  little  boys  to 
grown,  homosexual  men.  However, 
one  has  to  remember  that  there  may 
still  be  psychiatrists  around  who  would 
use  aversion  therapy  to  alter  a  person’s  / 
sexuality  against  that  person’s  will. 

Sado-masochism  and  fetishes  at  first 
presented  problems  for  aversion  thera¬ 
pists,  the  book  notes.  When  doctors 
first  began  using  aversion  therapy  on 
masochists,  they  noticed  that  the 
“undesirable”  traits  were  reinforced. 
After  much  head-scratching,  the 
doctors  realized  that  punishment  turn¬ 
ed  the  patients  on.  Doctors  have  tended 
to  consider  fetishes  as  new  challenges 
to  their  imaginations:  they  had  to  come 
up  with  new  uses  of  aversion  therapy  to 
eliminate  the  fetishes.  Whether  fetishes 

—  such  a  underwear,  socks,  rubber 
raincoats,  whatever  —  disturb  any¬ 
body  or  anything  is  a  matter  for  more 
consideration.  It  is  not  linked  to 
homosexuality  by  any  means.  Fetish¬ 
ism  is  one  more  form  of  different 
sexual  preference  that  has  come  under 
attack. 

Sansweet  discusses  other  matters  in 
his  book  —  such  as  smoking,  over¬ 
eating,  bed-wetting  and  perambulating 

—  all  with  aversion  therapy.  They  all 
demonstrate  low  cure  rates.  Sansweet’s 
book  is  a  good  introduction  to  the  field 
of  aversion  therapy.  It  combines  a 
good  working  knowledge  of  the 
methods  and  uses  of  the  therapy  with 
an  astute  social  viewpoint.  It  answers 
questions  that  need  to  be  answered  and 
asks  questions  that  need  to  be  asked. 


°You 


slogans,  dress  may  be  a  revelation  to 
the  rest  of  society.  Of  course,  there  is 
an  over-representation  of  the  young 
and  “hippie”  appearing  gays,  but  re¬ 
member  that  they  are  usually  the  most 
open  to  being  filmed. 

Lou  Crimmons  and  Jan  Field, 
singing  their  own  and  Andrea  Gilles¬ 
pie’s  beautiful  music  deserve  special 
mention.  Lou,  of  course,  has  been 
singing  lead  with  Lilith  for  over  a  year, 
and  those  who  have  missed  her  solo 
performances  will  be  in  heaven 
throughout  the  film.  I  am  glad  that  the 
songs  have  been  permanently  recorded. 

It  is  always  difficult  to  make  the  first 
film,  write  the  first  book,  or  record  the 
first  song.  Once  you  have  a  product, 
everyone  is  interested.  Micki  had 
many,  many  problems  finishing  this 
first  movie.  I  wonder  that  she  had  the 
stamina,  teaching  19  hours  at  a  local 
college,  staying  up  all  night  to  edit  the 
movie,  making  macrame  jewelry  to  pay 


for  the  film  shot  in  Provincetown. 
Then  the  movie  was  done,  but  someone 
had  sold  her  old  cement  and  it  fell 
apart  in  the  lab,  two  weeks  before 
opening  night,  of  course.  So  she  had  to 
start  all  over  again.  And  there  were 
always  money  problems.  Now  that  the 
film  is  done,  I  hope  that  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  will  rally  to  help  its  serious 
artists,  as  it  has  in  the  past,  and  help 
Micki  to  raise  the  additional  money 
needed  to  have  a  perfect  print  made,  to 
make  copies  to  send  to  places  through¬ 
out  the  country  that  want  to  see  the 
movie,  and,  to  blow  the  film  up  to  16 
mm.  so  that  it  can  be  shown  in  regular 
theatres  to  gay  and  straight  audiences. 
She  will  be  glad  to  show  the  film  to  local 
groups  throughout  New  England,  to 
college  groups  or  classes,  to  any 
gathering  of  people  interested  in  the 
gay  experience.  The  next  showing  will 
be  at  Womenspaces  (at  the  Oz,  969 
Commonwealth  Ave.,  for  women 
only),  April  1 1  on  a  Sunday.  It  will  be 
shown  twice  during  the  day,  once  at 
5:00  and  once  at  9:00.  Come  out  and 
see  yourself  on  film;  if  you  are  a  gay 
[person,  it  is  about  you. 


Beach  scenes  from  Micki  Dickoff’s 
new  movie  “Monday  Morning  Pro¬ 
nouns” 
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grand  opening 


Friday,  April  2 


cFiee  ‘dfors  d’Oeuvfes  cAll  Night  ^Evefy^  Night 

Qo-Qo  ^Boys  oti  °<§  Wings 


[Formerly  the  Land  of  Oz] 


under  new  management 


^  new  lighting 


new  decor 


^new  sound 


new  attitude 


new  personnel 


969  CommonWealtli  cyflve.,  ^ ostori  254-9889 


invitation  [cut  out  and  bring  with  you] 


for  free  membership  and 
invitation  to  opening  night, 
call  289-8275 


HELP  WANTED  - 

Bartenders,  waiters ,  doormen,  go-go  boys. 
Apply  at  969  Commonwealth  Ave.  after  9  p.m. 
or  call  254-9889 


You  and  Your  Guests  are  Cordially  invited 
to  attend  the  opening  of 


UGflRDflDD 

boston’s  only  private  gay  disco 


on  Friday,  April  2  —  8  p.m. -2  a.m. 


969  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston  254-9889 
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Twelve  Carver  —  17  years  for  and  by  gays 


By  David  Brill 

A  step  or  two  or  more  forward  on 
the  gay  political  front  does  not  neces¬ 
sarily  equal  a  step  forward  socially. 
Gay  bars  have  become  more  imper¬ 
sonal,  more  gaudy,  less  friendly,  and 
much  easier  than  ever  to  avoid  in 
recent  years. 

In  Boston,  there  is  at  least  one 
exception.  Nestled  in  an  inconspicuous 
semi-alley  behind  the  Trailways  bus 
terminal  in  Park  Square  lies  —  oh,  I 
don’t  know  what  to  call  it  —  an 
address,  a  building,  a  bar,  two  bars,  a 
complex,  or  what  —  Twelve  Carver, 
one  of  the  oldest  (it  will  be  17  years  old 
this  year)  gay  establishments  in  Boston. 
It  is  really  two  places:  “Twelve”  itself 
is  downstairs,  while  Herbie’s  Ramrod 
Room  occupies  the  upper  story. 

In  years  past,  “Twelve,”  like  most 
gay  bars  of  the  era,  mandated  shirts, 
jackets,  and  ties  for  its  patrons.  Unsur¬ 
prisingly,  Queen’s  Quarterly  maga¬ 


zine  designated  the  place  a  refuge  for 
the  “Medicare  set”  seven  years  ago. 

Since  I  won’t  be  quite  eligible  for 
Medicare  for  at  least  another  four 
decades,  the  QQ  description  doesn’t 
seem  to  hold  water.  Furthermore,  I, 
like  most  people  who  frequent 
“Twelve”  with  any  degree  of  regular¬ 
ity,  do  not  wear  a  jacket  and  tie  on  an 
average  night  out. 

“Twelve”  is  one  of  the  few  bars  in 
Boston  where  the  friendliness  is  more 
impressive  than  the  lights.  The  drinks, 
like  the  people,  are  real.  Adds  Roland 
LaChance,  owner  of  Twelve  Carver: 
“And  we’re  the  only  gay  place  in 
Boston  operated,  owned,  and  run  by 
gay  people.  I  don’t  think  we’ve  ever 
even  employed  any  straight  people.” 
(Roland,  incidentally,  is  a  former 
school  teacher  from  West  Warwick, 

RI) 

Downstairs  was,  until  April  5  of  last 


year,  a  piano  bar,  home  to  Boston’s 
reknown  Ellie  Boswell  (of  Randolph 
Country  Club,  LaGondola,  and  Mills 
Falls  restaurant  fame).  Then  “Twelve” 
was  hit  with  an  $80,000  Fire  that 
LaChance  insists,  to  this  day,  was 
caused  by  “drunks  in  the  back  alley” 
who  smoked  cigarettes  on  stolen 
mattresses.  There  now  is  no  piano  (alas 
and  alack),  but  Twelve  is  still  the  only 
bar  in  town  whose  jukebox  carries 
Shirley  Bassey’s  “This  Is  My  Life.” 
The  piano  has  been  replaced  by  a  pool 
table  worth  watching.  Age-wise, 
Twelve  is  the  most  integrated  spot  in 
Boston;  something  for  everyone. 

^  The  pool  table  is  sort  of  a  spill-over 
^  from  Upstairs,  the  suspiciously-named 
|  Ramrod  Room,  which  operates  almost 
g  as  a  separate  bar,  with  its  own  adver- 
5  tising,  different  matches,  and  —  hopes 


Herbie  (who  will  be  celebrating  his 
fifth  anniversary  as  part  of  the  Twelve 
Carver  management  this  year  —  a 
wholly  different  clientele.  Formerly 
called  The  Lion’s  Den  (not  to  be 
confused  with  the  late  Cowardly  Lion 
that  once  existed  on  Boylston  Place 
around  the  corner),  Herbie’s  is  more  of 
a  Western  bar  (Eastern  style)  than  a 
Leather  bar.  It  is  not  necessary  to  wear 


thirty  pounds  of  rawhide  or  a  chain 
link  fence  to  gain  entry,  unlike  some 
bars  with  similar  images  in  New  York 
or  Philadelphia.  Denim  is  in  better 
order. 


Herbie  himself  is  somewhat  of  an 
anomalous  character.  His  bar’s  adver¬ 


tising  posters  —  a  confronting  cowboy 
with  whip  but  sans  horse  —  would  tend 
to  prepare  you  for  a  similar  type. 
Reality  is  just  not  that  way.  Drop  in  on 
some  later  Sunday  afternoon  for  one 
of  the  Ramrod  Room  brunches  (which 
are  usually  good  and  big  enough  to 
embarass  a  Jewish  wedding  and  always 
free)  and  find  out. 

Fewer  and  fewer  bars  these  days 
recognize  the  need  for  a  friendly,  not 
just  profitable,  gay  establishment  that 
respects  its  customers.  Fewer  still  are 
acknowledging  the  basic  fact  that  men, 
like  women,  are  entitled  to  places  that 
they  can  call  their  own.  And  the 
concept  of  a  “neighborhood  bar”  has 
become  all  but  extinct  in  some  locali¬ 
ties.  That’s  why  it’s  reassuring  to  know 
that  Twelve  Carver  is  still  around  .  .  . 
not  with  any  mile-long  dance  floor  (no 
dancing  at  all,  as  a  matter  of  fact)  or 
preening-peacock-like  patrons,  but  an 
inimitable  atmosphere  Boston  still 
needs. 


National  Mime  Theatre 

Kenyon  Martin 

& 

Unnatural  Acts 


(last  showing  In  Boston) 


Charles  Playhouse  Cabaret 
74  Warrenton  St.,  Boston 
Box  Office  426-49 12 
Quik  Charge  426-42 1 0 
ATS  Vouchers  accepted 
Group  Rates  available 
Children  s  matinee  April  1 7-24 


A  new 

intimate  discotheque 

Opening  Night  Celebration 
Thursday,  April  1 
beginning  at  8  p.m. 

590  Commonwealth  Avenue 
alongside  Mirage 

Admission  $1 
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John  Poirier,  Brave  In  A  New  World 


An  Interview  by  Tom  Myles 

Since  he  was  shot  January  24  during 
a  robbery  at  his  South  End  apartment, 
John  Poirier  has  been  recovering  at  a 
Boston  area  hospital.  John  is  now 
paraplegic  and  therefore  confined  to  a 
wheelchair.  He  expects  to  be  in  the 
hospital  another  two  months. 

As  1  entered  his  ward  he  greeted  me 
with  a  big  smile.  He  is  23  or  24,  thin 
and  handsome.  He  wheeled  himself  to 
the  cafeteria  while  we  talked. 

John  became  known  to  the  public 
through  an  interview  printed  in  The 
Boston  Globe  on  January  29,  page  3, 
in  which  he  openly  admitted  he  was 
gay.  Since  that  article  was  published 
John  has  received  much  mail  from 
well-wishers,  many  of  whom  he  does 
not  personally  know.  Before  he 
changed  hospitals  many  well-meaning 
but  heretofore  unknown  visitors 
turned  up  also.  I  asked  him  why  he  told 
the  Globe  he  was  gay. 

“I  told  the  interviewer  that  because 
being  gay  is  part  of  my  lifestyle.  I  am 
openly  gay  with  my  parents  and 
friends.  It  took  me  about  five  years  to 
come  out,  but  I  would  say  that  for  the 
last  two  I  have  been  open  about  myself 
to  fellow  students  as  well  as  fellow 
employees. 

“Being  gay  is  helping  me  to  adjust  to 
the  fact  that  I’ll  spend  the  rest  of  my 
life  in  a  wheelchair.  If  I  have  the 
courage  to  be  gay,  I  have  the  courage 
to  be  paraplegic.”  John  then  explained 
that  when  one  admits  to  one’s  self  that 
one  is  gay,  that  person  makes  a  big 
mental  adjustment.  One  gets  used  to 
being  different  from  most  people,  even 
to  the  point  of  being  proud.  Therefore 
as  a  gay  man  John  does  not  have  to  go 
through  the  psychological  adjustment 
a  straight  man  would  have  to  go 
through:  he  already  knows  what  it  is 
like  to  be  different,  to  be  in  a 
minority. 

John  even  told  fellow  patients  that 
he  was  gay.  He  at  first  did  not  under¬ 
stand  why  other  paraplegic  men  felt 
unusually  threatened  by  him.  He  gave 
the  matter  a  lot  of  thought  during  his 
first  few  weeks  in  the  hospital.  “When 
a  man  suddenly  loses  control  of  the 
lower  half  of  his  body,  his  image  of 
himself  changes  —  if  his  masculine 
self-image  was  dependent  on  his  po¬ 
tency  —  as  it  is  for  many  straight  men. 
The  adverse  reaction  I  received  from 
other  paraplegic  men  was  a  measure  of 
their  own  fears.  They  have  to  find  a 
new  definition  of  masculinity  which  is 
not  associated  with  strength  or  sexual 
aggressiveness.  As  for  me,  I  got  over 
all  those  hangups  a  long  time  ago, 
when  I  came  out.  Fortunately  I  don’t 
have  all  that  to  go  through  now.” 

Nevertheless  John  has  a  lot  of 
problems  facing  him.  His  pleasant 
demeamor  and  cheerfulness  to  me,  a 
stranger,  seemed  at  odds  with  some  of 
the  things  he  now  has  to  cope  with. 

At  the  time  he  was  shot  he  was  living 
on  Pembroke  St.  in  Boston’s  South 
End,  where  he  lived  since  Sept.  1.  He 
liked  the  area’s  architectural  beauty 
and  the  diversity  of  population. 
“There’s  people  with  money,  people 
without  money,  whites  ’  ,  blacks, 

other  ethnic  groups  as  well  as  many 
gays  there.  It  is  the  only  part  of  the  city 
where  so  many  different  kinds  of 
people  all  live  together.”  However  he 
has  since  had  to  vacate  his  apartment 
after  his  shooting.  Right  now  he  has  no 


income  and  is  not  sure  where  he  will  be  1 
living  when  he  gets  out. 

John  explained,  “There  just  aren’t 
many  apartments  in  the  Boston  area 
suitable  for  handicapped  people.  Para¬ 
plegics  can’t  take  the  bus  or  train,  so  a 
car  is  the  only  way  for  us  to  get 


Jamaica  Plain.  We  talked  about  phar¬ 
macies  and  drugs.  “I  worked  in  drug 
stores  since  I  was  15,”  John  says. 
However,  he  became  disillusioned 
when  he  became  a  registered  phar¬ 
macist.  “Ninety-five  percent  of  all 
prescriptions  are  already  made  when 


impossible  for  paraplegics  to  come  and 
go  at  will.  There’s  a  place  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  that  would  be  perfect  for 
me,  but  the  rent  starts  at  $350  a  month 
for  a  1  bedroom  apartment.  Right  now 
I  would  have  to  have  a  place  that  is 
subsidized,  because  I  don’t  have  a  job. 
All  the  suitable  places  have  long 
waiting  lists. 

“When  I  get  out  of  the  hospital  in 
another  six  or  seven  weeks  I’ll  have  to 
move  back  to  Maine  with  my  family,  at 
least  temporarily.  I  am  not  looking 
forward  to  spending  a  summber  up 
there,  away  from  Boston  and  my 
friends.  The  part  of  Maine  I’m  from 
has  absolutely  nothing  to  offer  a  gay 
person.  I’ll  just  catch  up  on  my  reading 
this  summer.” 

John  graduated  from  Massachusetts 
College  of  Pharmacy  last  June.  At  the 
time  he  was  shot  he  was  working  the 
pharmacy  of  the  Veterans  Hospital  in 


they  reach  the  drug  store.  Being  a 
pharmacist  is  reading  indecipherable 
writing,  counting  pills  and  typing 
labels.  The  emphasis  was  on  how  fast  I 
could  fill  prescriptions.  I  had  no 
control  over  prices.  I  did  not  enjoy 
arguing  with  people  the  price  of  drugs. 
The  big  drug  companies  don’t  have  to 
listen  to  people  complain  about  the 
prices.  I  felt  I  was  a  scapegoat  for  the 
big  companies  when  I  worked  in 
commercial  pharmacies.”  John  hopes 
to  eventually  go  back  to  school  and  get 
a  Masters  in  Pharmacology.  He  would 
like  to  develop  and  co-ordinate  a  drug 
information  system.  Presently  there  is 
no  such  system  in  this  part  of  the 
country. 

John’s  expertise  as  a  professional 
pharmacist  colors  his  thinking  on  other 
matters.  He  was  very  interested  in  gun 
control,  and  he  has  some  firm  opinions 
on  this  controversial  topic.  His  friends 


say  his  opinions  on  gun  control  were 
the  same  before  he  was  shot.  “The 
state  feels  it  has  a  right  to  protect  a 
person  from  any  drugs  which  may  be 
harmful.  Society  will  protect  you  from 
just  about  everything  from  Phisohex 
soap  to  Darvon.  Nevertheless  guns  can 
be  bought  very  easily.  It  is  very  unfair 
that  the  law  will  keep  a  person  from 
harming  himself  from  drugs  but  will 
not  pervent  another  person  from 
shooting  him. 

“The  pro-gun  people  say, ‘if  guns  are 
outlawed,  only  outlaws  will  have 
guns.’  To  carry  the  same  logic  further, 
it  would  make  as  much  sense  to  say, 
‘why  should  drugs  be  on  prescription? 
People  will  get  all  the  uppers,  downers 
or  whatever  they  want  anyway’.” 

Nevertheless  he  is  not  bitter  about 
being  shot.  “I  have  no  resentment 
toward  the  person  who  shot  me.  I  do 
not  know  this  person,  but  he  is  not  at 
fault.  It’s  the  system  that  won’t  pay 
people  a  decent  wage  that  forces 
people  to  steal.”  John’s  forgiveness  is 
all  the  more  extraordinary  when  one 
considers  the  remark  made  by  the 
robber  as  quoted  in  the  Boston  Globe, 
“rich  little  faggot,  I  want  your 
money.”  John  himself  brought  up  the 
topic  of  the  robberry.  I  was  afraid  it 
may  be  too  sensitive  to  discuss,  but  — 
as  with  everything  else  —  he  has  taken 
it  in  stride.  Talking  about  it  does  not 
bother  him. 

The  most  immediate  problem  facing 
John  is  a  financial  one.  John’s  Blue 
Cross  policy  will  only  pay  80  percent  of 
his  medical  bills.  He  must  come  up  the 
money  for  the  rest.  The  only  hint  of 
bitterness  he  displayed  came  when  we 
were  discussing  money.  “I  feel  cheated 
by  the  system,”  John  said.  I  asked  him 
to  explain  . 

“I’ve  worked  since  I  was  fifteen.  I 
worked  my  way  through  college.  In 
fact  I  still  have  loans  to  pay  off  for 
college.  When  I  graduated  I  got  a  job 
right  away.  Last  year  the  State  and 
Federal  Government  took  more  than 
15  percent  of  my  pay.  I  paid  $1500.00 
Federal  tax  and  $600.00  State  tax.  I 
feel  I  have  contributed  to  the  govern¬ 
ment.  But  now  that  I  am  disabled,  the 
government  will  do  very  little  to  assist 
me.  The  Federal  government  has  no 
programs  for  scholarships  for  handi¬ 
capped  people.  The  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  only  provides  assistance  to  under¬ 
graduates,  regardless  of  special  cases 
like  mine.  There  are  no  Federal  loans 
to  help  handicapped  people  get  back 
on  their  feet,  allowing  them  to  obtain 
the  necessary  living  quarters  and  cars 
they  need.  Social  Security  figures 
eligibility  on  the  numbers  of  quarters 
worked  since  age  21,  even  though  one 
pays  F.I.C.A.  tax  as  soon  as  one  is  16 
and  has  a  job. 

“Taxes  are  not  low  in  Massachu¬ 
setts.  We  have  a  high  state  tax.  Sales 
tax  is  5%.  Restaurant  tax  is  8 °7o,  and 
I’ve  always  been  a  great  one  for  eating 
out.  I’ve  paid  plenty  of  tax.  Now  that  I 
need  some  tax  money  to  help  me,  I  am 
forgotten  about.” 

John’s  friends  have  not  forgotten 
him  in  his  time  of  need.  One  friend  has 
reportedly  been  giving  dinners  at  his 
home  and  charging  the  guests  $15,  all 
of  which  goes  to  John.  Elaine  Noble’s 
office  is  planning  a  benefit  for  John. 
At  this  writing  plans  for  the  benefit 
were  still  being  worked  out  by  Noble’s 
office.  Times  and  events  will  be 
announced  through  GCN  as  soon  as 
plans  are  finalized. 
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theatre 


Pass  Judgment,  Go  To  Woolf 


By  Don  Shewey 

To  revive  a  play  generally  means  to 
give  rebirth  to  a  forgotton  classic  or  a 
nostalgic  setpiece  from  better  days. 
Who's  Afraid  of  Virginia  Woolf? 
hardly  needs  revival  —  the  movie 
seems  to  show  up  on  late-night  TV 
every  couple  of  months,  keeping 
George  and  Martha  quite  alive,  thank 
you.  However,  the  reason  that  the 
“Bicentennial  Revival”  of  Edward 
Albee’s  play  (housed  at  the  Colonial 
through  March  27)  makes  so  much 
sense  is  that  it  is  not  merely  a  revival,  a 
reminder,  a  renewal,  but  a  redefinition 
of  one  of  the  greatest  American  plays 
of  the  century.  This  production,  di¬ 
rected  by  the  author  and  starring  Col¬ 
leen  Dewhurst  and  Ben  Gazzara,  is  so 
good  it  makes  you  forget  the  formid¬ 
able  Taylor/ Burton  standard  interpre¬ 
tation  or  any  other  you  might  have 
seen. 

Not  ^ust  xeborn,  but  redefined  — 
which  C  strMige,  because  Albee  hasn’t 
revised  the  play  extensively.  If  any¬ 
thing,  except  that  the  swearing  is  more 
pungent,  Albee  h^  stuck  to  the  1962 
script  more  closelythan  any  previous 
director,  right  down  to  the  last  meticu¬ 
lous  stage  direction  —  which  is  a  credit 
not  to  the  playwright’s  egotism  but  to 
the  exquisitely  well-written  play. 

In  the  hands  of  the  author,  the 
direction  of  the  play  makes  it  clear  that 
Virginia  Woolf?  is  a  crueler,  more 
bitter  drama  than  I’d  ever  suspected. 
More  clear  than  ever  is  the  fact  that  the 
play  is  not  so  much  about  marriage  (or, 
as  everyone  except  the  author  seems  to 
think,  about  homosexuality)  but  more 
specifically  about  savage,  self-indul¬ 
gent  game-playing:  that  Nick  and 
Honey  are  no  more  than  an  excuse  to 
play,  that  George  and  Martha  are 
damn  good  players.  What  Nick  and 
Honey,  as  well  as  the  audience,  believe 
are  surprises  (George’s  threats  on  Mar¬ 
tha’s  life,  both  hosts’  biographical  con¬ 
fessions)  are,  in  fact,  cruelly  calcu¬ 
lated,  well-rehearsed  parts  of  the  game. 
Even  more  disturbing  is'  the  staging  of 
the  final  scene  —  George  and  Martha 
are  not  left  clutching  each  other  like 
children  in  mutual  consolation,  but 
desperate  and  distant,  facing  the  vast 
gulf  between  them  which  may  never  be 
closed. 

The  play  could  not  possibly  attain  its 
power  and  classic  stature  without  the 
devastating  performances  of  Dewhurst 
and  Gazzara.  The  combination  even  on 
paper  sounds  too  good  to  be  true,  and 
onstage  it’s  electrifying.  Dewhurst  has 
devoured  Martha  whole  and  excretes 
her  through  every  pore.  She  has  wisely 


chosen  to  ignore  the  inconsistencies  in 
her  character;  she  plays  every  passing 
emotion  fully  and  truly,  one  minute  a 
smart  cookie,  next  minute  an  irredeem¬ 
able  bitch.  When  she’s  speaking,  no 
one  notices  how  awkwardly  or  predict¬ 
ably  the  other  actors  are  posed  —  all 
eyes  are  on  her. 

Working  relentlessly  one-on-one 
with  Dewhurst,  Gazzara  plays  George 
as  I  have  never  seen  him  —  stronger, 
more  determined,  less  pitiful.  While 
Martha  plays  the  games  with  energetic 
abandon,  George  plays  with  steady 
intensity,  giving  up  small  battles  for 
the  big  nasty  victories.  Gazzara  partic¬ 
ularly  has  to  deal  with  Albee’s  store  of 
agnoizing  dramatic  mannerisms  (end¬ 
less  pauses,  repetitions,  etc.)  and  over¬ 
comes  them  with  impeccable,  often 
hilarious  timing.  He  makes  each  pause 
resonate,  each  repetition  manipulate. 

Richard  Kelton  plays  Nick  as  a 
suitably  naive  stud,  while  Maurdeen 
Anderman  never  quite  convinces  as 
peanut-brained  Honey.  The  younger 
couples  often  seem  like  cardboard 
people,  but  purposely  so  —  when  the 
games  are  over,  George  disposes  of 
them  abruptly,  and  so  does  the 
audience. 

Only  a  slight  scattering  of  flaws  stick 
out:  I  wish  the  stage  violence  were 
more  believable,  that  we  could  see  the 
toy  gun  longer  before  George  pops  it  at 
Martha.  But  the  awesome  acting  in  this 
Virginia  Woolf?  makes  the  whole 
excruciating  ordeal  an  evening  you 
won’t  want  to  miss. 

Speaking  of  ordeals,  the  Cambridge 
Ensemble  is  presently  running  the 
American  premiere  of  Barry  Collins’ 
Judgment.  Waste  of  time.  Staged  as  a 
court  trial.  Judgment  gives  an  airless 
account  (based  on  a  true  event)  of 
seven  WWII  Russian  officers  impris¬ 
oned  by  the  Nazis  in  the  basement  of  a 
Polish  monastery  and  abandoned  for 
60  days.  In  order  that  at  least  one  man 
survive,  the  seven  democratically  draw 
lots  to  be  killed  and  cannibalized  in 
order  to  sustain  the  others.  Only  two 
men  are  finally  rescued:  Major  Rubin 
(Tim  McDonough),  so  severely  af¬ 
fected  by  the  experience  that  he  can’t 
(or  won’t)  speak,  and  Captain  Vukhov 
(Frank  Licato),  who  speaks  inces¬ 
santly,  defending  himself  and  his 
compatriot  with  a  long  and  detailed 
report  on  their  actions. 

I  found  Judgment  curiously  unaf¬ 
fecting.  At  first,  the  idea  of  cannibal¬ 
ism  as  a  means  of  survival  seemed 
intellectually  acceptable  to  me.  Then  I 
began  to  feel  more  nauseous  as  the 
dietary  details  gushed  out.  Finally  .  .  . 
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Frank  Licato  and  Tim  McDonough,  the  survivors,  in  Cambridge  Ensemble’s 
Judgment,  by  Barry  Collins. 


I  began  to  feel  that  the  Cambridge  En¬ 
semble  was  pulling  my  leg  by  carrying 
this  cannibal  thing  to  extremes.  For  a 
victim  of  such  a  ghastly  experience, 
Vukhov  was  being  remarkably  matter- 
of-fact  and  cerebral  in  his  presenta¬ 
tion:  “I  am  a  cannibal.  Come,  gentle¬ 
men,  the  dictionary  defines  me  so.  At 
least  I  suffer  no  crisis  of  identity.”  In 
describing  one  of  the  cannibalized  men 
as  particularly  tasty,  he  added,  “Yes, 
gentlemen,  even  his  penis  was  superb!” 
But  the  last  straw  was  his  first  remark 
upon  being  rescued  by  his  regiment: 
“Aha,  you  must  have  advanced  to  the 
north  through  the  Briar  Forest.” 

If  you  want  to  take  Judgment  seri¬ 
ously,  it  becomes  clear  during  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  that  Vukhov  is  as  deranged  as 
his  debilitated  partner,  his  compulsion 
to  talk  as  much  a  psychological  dis¬ 
figurement  as  the  other’s  smirking 
silence.  On  the  other  hand,  if  you  want 
to  look  for  its  mischievous  deadpan 


humor,  it’s  just  as  easy  to  see  the  play 
as  a  perfect  cross  between  two  other 
modern-day  horror  stories  —  Equus 
and  Jaws.  Not  only  does  Vukhov  maim 
five  men,  but  he  kills  them  and  eats 
them. 

The  best  that  can  be  said  for  the 
actors  is  that  McDonough  keeps  busy 
and  Licato  knows  his  lines.  I’ve  always 
felt  that  Frank  Licato  is  one  of  those 
actors  I  would  be  content  to  see 
reading  from  the  telephone  directory. 
In  Judgment  he  comes  awfully  close  — 
..only  it’s  not  the  phone  book,  it’s  more 
like  the  obituaries. 

One  of  the  best  things  about  the 
Cambridge  Ensemble,  though,  is  their 
devotion  to  exploring  the  possibilities 
of  theatre,  for  which  they  deserve  every 
award  in  the  book,  even  if  Judgment  is 
the  least  compelling  possibility  they’ve 
conceived  in  recent  memory.  You  still 
have  a  chance  to  see  their  excellent 
adaptation  of  Gulliver’s  Travels,  run¬ 
ning  Saturday  nights  through  April  17. 
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By  A.  N older  Gay 


The  Vi'etu  fwom  the  Closet 


BEYOND  CENSORSHIP 


I  am  often  struck  by  what  the  19th 
and  early  20th  century  black  experi¬ 
ence  has  to  say  to  contemporary  gays. 
I  was  reminded  of  this  once  more  in 
reading  Stephen  R.  Fox’s  The  Guard¬ 
ian  of  Boston ,  a  biography  of  William 
Monroe  Trotter.  Monroe  Trotter  (for 
whom  a  Boston  school  was  named  in 
1969)  was  an  acerbic  black  radical 
journalist  whose  struggles  to  put  out  a 
community  newspaper, The  Guardian, 
are  reminiscent  of  the  early  days  at 
GCN. 


In  one  section  of  his  book.  Fox  tells 
of  the  attempt  of  Boston’s  blacks 
under  Trotter’s  leadership  in  1915  to 
get  “Birth  of  a  Nation”  banned  in 
Boston.  This  film  (whose  leading  lady, 
Lillian  Gish,  is  still  alive  in  1976)  is 
unquestionably  what  a  dissent¬ 
ing  critic  called  it  at  the  time:  “history 
upside  down,  a  complete  inversion  of 
historical  truth.”  It  is  an  adaptation  of 
a  viciously  racist  novel,  written  and 
produced  in  calculated  fashion  to 
arouse  anti-negro  sentiment  in  the 
North,  and  was  felt  to  be  manifestly 
injurious  to  the  black  community.  So 
Boston  blacks  and  sympathetic  whites 
organized  against  it,  demanded  and  got 
hearings,  held  a  protest  meeting  in 
Faneuil  Hall,  marched  on  the  State 
House  over  2000  strong,  set  off  stink 
bombs  in  the  Tremont  Theater,  en¬ 
gaged  in  interracial  fist  fights,  and 
generally  did  their  variously  militant 
things. 

The  first  pressure  was  put  on  Mayor 
James  M.  Curley,  whom  Trotter 
threatened  with  the  loss  of  the  black 
vote  (if  Trotter,  who  habitually  alien¬ 
ated  his  supporters,  could  have  deli¬ 
vered  even  his  own  brother-in-law’s 
vote  it  would  have  been  surprising!). 
Curley,  after  denying  he  could  do 
anything,  forced  the  theater  to  make  a 
few  cuts;  they  did  and  the  film  opened 
on  schedule.  Then  the  Governor,  David 
I.  Walsh  (a  closeted  gay  brother,  by  the 
way,  whose  statue  fittingly  enough 
now  adorns  —  one  hesitates  to  say 
“graces”  —  the  Esplanade!)  was 
approached  in  force.  In  part  to  avert  a 
second  demonstration  he  agreed  to 
prosecute  the  theater  under  the  existing 
censorship  law.  That  didn’t  work, 
however,  since  the  municipal  judge 
hearing  the  case  ordered  only  one  small 
cut. 

So  in  response  to  the  blacks’  further 
demands  Walsh  supported  and  the 
legislature  passed  a  new  and  broader 
censorship  law,  which  set  up  a  special 
board  of  censors  for  Boston  made  up 
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of  the  Mayor,  the  Police  Commission¬ 
er,  and  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Municipal  Court.  These  were  empow¬ 
ered  to  revoke  a  theater’s  license  for 
any  reason  “satisfactory  to  them,”  in 
contrast  to  the  limited 1  number  of 
reasons  specified  in  the  old  law.  In 
spite  of  a  6000-signature  petition  in 
favor  of  censorship  in  this  case, 
however,  the  new  Board  found  the  film 
“not  objectionable.”  It  played  for  360 
performances  in  spite  of  further  pro¬ 
tests  and  demonstrations,  and  no 
doubt  to  a  considerable  degree  because 
of  further  protests  and  demonstra¬ 
tions! 

In  1930  the  Shubert  Theater  manage¬ 
ment  decided  to  bring  Birth  of  a 
Nation  back  to  Boston.  By  this  time 
Trotter  had  developed  a  little  political 
savvy  (not  much)  and  enlisted  the 
Knights  of  Columbus  on  his  side  on  the 
grounds  the  film  was  pro  Ku  Klux 
Klan,  which  was  then  crusading  against 
Catholicism  in  the  North.  In  the  face 
of  this  kind  of  clout,  the  censors 
suspended  the  Shubert’s  license,  and 
the  film  was  not  shown. 

The  complex  history  of  civil  rights 
and  radical  movements  in  America  has 
some  ironic  overtones  for  us  as  we  are 
periodically  assailed  with  appeals  to 
help  block  this  or  censor  that  or  zap  the 
other  media  presentation  which  one  or 
another  of  us  thinks  (often  with 
justice)  is  injurious  to  gays  or  others.  It 
may  well  be,  but  it  is  the  next  steps 
which  count.  The  vague  and  sweeping 
new  1915  censorship  law,  designed  to 
correct  an  injury  many  “enlightened” 
people  found  intolerable,  subjected  the 
definition  of  what  was  tolerable  to  the 
limits  of  taste  and  intellect  of  the 
mayor,  the  police  chief  and  the 
watchdogs  of  the  Archdiocese  of  Bos¬ 
ton.  It  is  difficult  for  me  to  see  any 
advance  for  human  freedom  when 
theatrical  expression  is  put  into  recei¬ 
vership  with  the  Boston  district  attor¬ 
ney;  “banned  in  Boston”  is  more  than 
just  a  stand-up  comedian’s  joke. 

In  the  “age  of  liberation,”  however, 
we  find  that  once  again  respected 
cultural  figures  and  members  of  a 
defined  minority  are  attempting  to 
enlist  the  power  of  the  state  on  behalf 
of  film  censorship.  The  film  “Snuff” 
is  by  all  accounts  a  tasteless  media 
hoax  created  for  the  purpose  of 
making  money  and  publicity  for  its 
creator,  who  evidently  rubs  his  greasy 
palms  gleefully  every  time  another 
group  of  Pavlovian  reflex  types  show 
up  for  a  demonstration.  The  New  York 
District  Attorney  has  been  asked  to 
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suspend  the  First  Amendment,  in 
effect,  by  ordering  the  film  closed 
down  on  the  grounds  that  some  forms 
of  speech  or  expression  are  outside  the 
protection  of  the  Constitution;  “there 
is  a  recognized  limit  to  free  speech,” 
declares  one  New  York  organizer. 
I  know  that  pondering  the  entrails  of 
the  past  is  supposed  to  be  “irrelevant” 
these  days,  but  haven’t  we  heard  that 
argument  before  —  from  the  lips  of 
others  very  different  in  political  per¬ 
suasion  from  Eric  Bentley,  David 
Dellinger,  Martin  Duberman,  Andrea 
Dworkin,  Karla  Jay,  Susan  Sontag  and 
other  signers  of  the  petition  to  the  New 
York  District  Attorney’s  office? 

I  find  myself  in  full  accord  with 
Boston’s  Gay  Media  Action  and  in 
unlikely  tandem  with  Rep.  Bella  Abzug 
on  this  issue.  Ellen  Davis  and  her 
cohorts  have  kept  their  heads  when 
everybody  in  similar  positions  in  other 
cities  appears  to  be  going  berserk,  and 
have  designed  a  “non-protest  protest” 
in  Boston  which  not  only  respects  the 
vital  distinction  between  forthright 
dissent  and  censorship  but  also  appears 
to  be  working;  at  last  report  the  Gary 
Theater  was  pulling  in  15-20  people  per 
showing.  (Probably  the  film  has  gotten 
more  publicity  in  GCN  than  anywhere 
else!)  And  Bella,  for  whom  my  respect 
increases  yearly,  has  pointed  out  the 
joker  in  the  deck  of  wild  cards  now 
being  played  out  in  New  York:  “I 
would  not  go  along  with  official 
censorship,”  she  says,  “because  I 
think  once  it  is  established,  we  in  the 
women’s  movement  or  any  other 
movement  of  dissent  will  find  ourselves 
victimized.”  Right  on! 

GCN  describes  the  signers  of  the 
petition  to  District  Attorney  Morgan- 
thau  as  “a  list  of  ‘Who’s  Who’  in  the 
women’s  and  gay  communities  in  New 
York.”  I  can’t  speak  for  the  women’s 
community,  but  I  was  very  much 
distressed  to  see  the  signatures  of  well 
known  gay  people  on  that  list.  For  this 
“behold  the  cause,  behold  the  (obvi-' 
ous)  (probable)  (possible)  (well,  why 
not)  effect”  argument,  for  those  who 
need  it  spelled  out,  is  exactly  the 
argument  used  to  censor  out  positive 
gay  material  in  sex  education  courses  in 
the  schools  or  in  books  and  other 
media  for  children  and  young  adults, 


for  just  one  example.  Of  course,  if  the 
kids  are  permitted  to  read  anything 
which  implies  that  homosexuality  is  an 
acceptable  life-style,  the  stimulus  of 
that  forbidden  fruit  (sorry,  no  pun 
intended)  will  turn  them  into  instant 
flaming  fags  and  dykes.  And  to  allow 
gay  teachers  in  the  schools  or  clergy  in 
the  pulpits  or  social  workers  in  the 
bureaucracy,  who  might  be  openly  gay 
or  even  speak  a  positive  word  or  show 
a  balanced  film  or  suggest  another 
point  of  view  —  why  look  at  the  way 
Rome  went!  (Wheee!) 

Is  “Snuff”  a  gay  issue?  No,  but 
censorship  is,  and  half-baked  psycho¬ 
logical  theories  are,  and  twisting  the 
Bill  of  Rights  in  the  winds  of 
immediate  passions  is,  and  increasing 
the  powers  of  District  Attorneys  is. 
And  gay  people  are  asking  a  District 
Attorney  to  invoke  the  general  powers 
of  his  office  (in  the  absence  of  any 
specific  law)  to  sidestep  the  First 
Amendment  in  the  interest  of  a  flimsy 
behavioural  hypothesis?  Gay  certifi¬ 
able  intellectuals?  Gay  certifiable  New 
York  intellectuals?  (Not  to  mention 
radical  chic!)  Say  it  isn’t  so,  Joe!  With 
friends  like  these,  what  movement 
needs  agents  provocateurs ?  (No,  I’m 
not  threatened  by  their  being  out  of 
their  closets,  I’m  threatened  by  their 
being  out  of  their  minds!) 

The  “ultimate  weapon”  against  the 
unjust  stereotypes  of  “Birth  of  a 
Nation”  was  not  the  Massachusetts 
censorship  law  of  1915  but  rather  the 
“Harlem  Renaissance”  of  the  1920s 
and  what  it  set  in  motion  in  his¬ 
tory,  literature,  and  the  arts.  Gays 
working  explicitly  within  the  frame¬ 
work  of  gay  liberation  are  everywhere 
producing  contributions  in  these  areas 
and  encouraging  other  artists  to  work 
with  gay  themes  in  a  positive  way. 

The  cumulative  results  are  encoura¬ 
ging  rather  than  impressive,  but  all 
beginnings  are  small  and  nurture  takes 
time.  Will  the  last  quarter  century  see  a- 
“gay  renaissance,”  an  identity-asser¬ 
ting  and  identity-forming  creative- 
movement  comparable  in  range  and 
depth  to  that  of  the  1920s  in  Harlem? 
Look  me  up  about  the  year  2000  in  the 
Sunny  Faggots  Rest  Home  (just  be¬ 
yond  the  Sunny  Dykes  Athletic  Field) 
and  I’ll  tell  you  how  it  all  “came  out.” 
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Maggie  Nixes  €aiiaxt^  sitd 


Maggie  Soboil,  South  African  satirist  singer,  in  performance  at  The  Charles 
Playhouse  Cabaret. 


By  Don  Shewey 

In  the  rich  and  various  nightlife  that 
the  Boston  area  so  fervently  nurtures, 
cabaret  has  traditionally  been  the  most 
neglected  form.  The  only  full-time  self- 
proclaimed  cabaret  in  town,  down¬ 
stairs  at  the  Charles  Playhouse,  most 
often  offers  a  hastily  adapted  array  of 
nightclub  theatre  (from  Jacques  Brel  to 
Haunted  Host)  rather  than  the  sui 
generis  variety  that  sustains  dozens  of 
similar  clubs  in  New  York.  The  rare 
exception,  such  as  Maggie  currently  on 
show,  demonstrates  rather  well  just 
what  this  city  can  gain  by  supporting 
cabaret. 

Maggie  Soboil,  the  namesake  and 
star  of  Maggie,  brings  to  an  Elaine 
May/Lily  Tomlin  brand  of  comedy, 
which  relies  on  a  good  deal  of  mimicry 
and  parody,  her  own  unique  perspec¬ 
tive  as  blonde  Jewish  singer/satirist 
from  South  Africa.  Both  her  songs 
and  her  sketches  combine  engaging 
entertainment  with  astute  political 
satire.  j 

The  songs  Soboil  performs,  backed 
by  a  three-piece  Latin  jazz  band,  form 
an  improbably  effective  pastiche  of 
emotions;  she  expresses  a  struggling 
feminist’s  anguished  ambivalence  to¬ 
ward  men  in  “Going  Home  is  Such  a 
Ride,”  some  laugh-provoking  wit  in 
“Svelte,”  and  powerful  political  sen¬ 
timents  in  “Soweta’s  Song.” 

Since  Maggie  sings  only  passingly 
well,  the  musical  numbers  serve  mostly 
to  break  up  the  show  and  throw  out 
some  well-aimed  political  jibes.  But 
what  really  distinguishes  her  is  her 
clever  and  ironic  talent  for  satirical 
comedy.  She  manges  to  evoke  equal 
and  opposite  viewpoints  within  nearly 


every  sketch,  without  indulging  in 
cheap  shots  or  sentimentality.  For 
instance,  a  scene  in  which  a  lonely 
woman  is  harassed  by  an  obscene 
phone  caller  starts  out  funny  and 
becomes  awkwardly  pathetic  as  she 
begins  to  create  her  own  fantasy  (of 
inviting  a  man  to  her* apartment  and 
cooking  a  romantic  meal  for  him)  in 
tandem  with  the  breather’s  kinky 
fantasy. 

A  daffy  parade  of  neatly-captured 
characters  is  disposed  of  —  a  phony 
African  clairvoyant  named  Mme.  Cry¬ 
stal  who  goes  into  a  “trench”  to  tell 


the  future;  a  witty,  irrevererent  portrait 
of  Luscious  Lottie,  a  lesbian  health  spa 
director  with  a  penchant  for  short- 
haired  women;  a  shrewish  Mrs.  God 
poring  over  a  copy  of  Variety ;  an 
aristocratic  white  South  African  ma¬ 
tron,  Mrs.  Hadden,  who  is  too  busy 
playing  bridge  to  help  her  daughter 
who  has  been  arrested  for  demonstra¬ 
ting;  and  on  and  on.  Throughout  a 
whole  spectrum  of  accents  and  charac¬ 
ters,  Maggie  skillfully  handles  material 
which,  in  the  hands  of  a  less  sensitive 
performer,  would  be  offensive. 

If  Maggie  the  performer  is  flamboy¬ 


antly  flexible,  her  backstage  persona  is 
downright  schizy.  Sometimes  her  un¬ 
controllable  enthusiasm  comes  across 
as  silliness;  confiding  that  most 
of  her  friends  were  men,  she  gushed 
self-consciously,  “I  love  it!  1  enjoy 
being  a  woman!”  Other  times  she 
exhibits  a  sharp  perception,  expressing 
an  artist’s  sense  of  moral  outrage. 
Underneath  her  ability  to  joke  scorn¬ 
fully  about  the  racist  state  she  grew  up 
in  lies  a  horrified,  fearful  understan¬ 
ding  of  South  African  politics. 

The  women’s  movement  has  had  no 
impact  in  South  Africa,  she  says, 
because  “the  women  there  are  not 
frustrated — they’re  pampered  by  their 
husbands,  by  their  servants.  That’s  the 
white  women,  of  course.  The  black 
woman  is  just  struggling  for  survival, 
and  in  that  she  is  side-by-side  with  the 
man.”  Gay  political  activism  is  also 
nonexistent,  although  she  points  out 
that  the  gay  scene  is  flourishing  and 
relatively  free  of  harassment .  ‘ ‘  Honest 
to  God,  Capetown  must  have  the 
largest  gay  population  of  any  city  in 
the  world,”  says  Maggie.  “It’s  mar¬ 
velous!” 

Even  though  she  first  got  out  of 
South  Africa  by  knocking  out  audien¬ 
ces  in  Australia  and  eventually  getting 
her  own  TV  series  in  England,  she  still 
seems  awestruck  by  her  success  in 
America,  where  she  hopes  to  make  her 
home.  Shes  always  welcome  in  Boston 
as  far  as  I’m  concerned — her  show  is 
unlike  anything  else  I’ve  seen  in 
Boston.  Maggie  is  on  a  limited 
engagement  at  the  Charles  Playhouse 
Cabaret,  so  see  it  while  you  can. 


MONDAYS 

10:00  am- Gay  News.  WCAS.  740  AM. 

—  MCC  campus  ministry  at  RIC,  ' 
Rm.  310  Student  Union.  Call  274-1693. 

12  noon  —  N.U.  GSO  meets  for  lunch,  rm.  349, 
Ell  Center,  Huntington  Ave. 

12— Prayer  and  Rap  at  Rl  College,  Student 
Union,  Rm.  312. 

5:30  pm— Women’s  community  Health  Center 
open  house, 137  Hampshire  St.,  Cambridge. 
6:30-10— Clark  Gay  People  Drop-In  Center,  148 
Wright  Hall,  Clark  U,  Worcester 

7- 10  pm— UMass  Gay  Women’s  Caucus  Hotline, 
545-3438 

7  pm— Parents  of  Gays,  HCHS,  80  Boylston  St.,  • 
Boston,  (617)  542-6075 

10-11  a. m.  —  Drinking  Problem  discussion” 
group,  HCHS,  80  Boylston  St.,  Boston  (617; 
542-6075 

’Mondays  6:30pm  —  GRAC  swimming,  Cam- 

.  bridge  High  &  Latin.  For  info  call  289-7678 

7  pm— Gay  Women’s  Rap  Group,  at  Another' 

Way,  64  Chandler  St.,  Worcester,  Ma. 
756-0730  , ,  „„„ 

7-9  pm— Gay  Switchboard,  Vermont  U,  802- 

656-4173 

7:30-9:30  pm  — Drop-in  Center  for  women,  Rm. 

L-23,  Curtis  Hall,  Tufts,  Medford 
■  7:30  pm— UMass  Amherst,  Bisexual  Women’s  ‘ 
Rap  Group,  Campus  Center 

7:30-9:30  pm— TGC  Drop-In  Center  for  Women, 
room  L-23  Curtis  Hall,  Tufts 
7:30  pm  — DOB  Lesbian  Mothers  Rap,  419  Boyl-' 
ston  St.,  Rm.  323. 

8:00  pm— Lesbian  Rap  at  Women’s  Center,  215 
Park  St..  NH 

8  pm  — Harvard-Radcliffe  GSA,  1st  fl.  parlor, 
Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard  Yard. 

'8:00  pm— "Lesbian  rap  and  action  group, 
Cambridge  Women’s  Center  basement;  (617) 
354-8807. 

8  pm— GPC  business  meeting,  Columbia  U, 
Furnald  Basement,  Broadway  at  115th  St. 

8- 9  pm— “None  of  the  Above,"  WWUH-FM  (91 .3) 
Hartford,  Conn.  (203-728-0653) 

8  pm  — GRAC  candlepin  bowling,  1260  Lanes, 
1260  Boylston  St. 

8:30  pm— Alcoholics  Together,  290  Westmin¬ 
ster  St.,  Prov.  Rl  (401)  274-4737. 

8:30  pm—  Hartford  Gay  Alcoholics  Group  '703) 
522-2646. 

8:30  pm  — Alcoholics  Together,  63  Chapin  Ave., 
Providence 

9  pm — Gay  discussion  group,  Columbia  U,  Fur¬ 
nald  Basement,  Broadway  at  115th  St. 

.‘TUESDAYS 

6:30-10  — Clark  Gay  People  Drop-In  Center,  148 
Wright  Hall,  Clark  U,  Worcester 

7  pm  —  GRAC  basketball,  YMCU.  48  Boyls¬ 
ton  St.,  Boston 

TfOO  pm  — Pot-Luck  Supper,  MCC,  63  ChapirT 
Ave.,  Providence. 

7:30  pm  — DOB  Women’s  Rap,  419  Boylston  St., 
Rm  323  _ _ _ _ 


8  pm  — Rap  Group  for  gay  men,  36  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston. 

D'pm— Springfield  Gay  Alliance,  First  Unitarian 
Church,  245  Porter  Lake  Dr.,  Springfield 

8:00  pm— Gay  Way  Radio,  WBUR,  90.9' FM. 

8  pm  — Rap  Group  for  gay  men,  CSMH,  70 
Charles  St.,  Boston 

8-9.30  pm  TGC  Drop-In  Center  for  Men,  room 
L-23  Curtis  Hall,  Tufts 

8:30  pm— Gay  Alliance  at  Yale,  rap  session, 
Bingham  Hall,  Rm.  B-8,  436-8945 

9:30  pm— Tufts  Gay  Community  meeting,  La- 
minan  Lounge,  East  Hall,  Tufts 

9.30  pm  TGC  meeting,  Laminan  Lounge 
East  Hall,  Tufts,  Medford 


everyweek 


WEDNESDAYS 

11  am— Gay  discussion  group  at  Drop-In  Center 
of  Northern  Essex  Community  College,  Ha¬ 
verhill,  MA;  open  to  everyone. 

12:30-2:00— Gay  People  of  UMass/ Boston  gen¬ 
eral  meeting  for  men  and  women.  College  2 
Building,  Rm.  620  Harbor  Campus.  Lounge 

open  every  day  noon  to  2  pm.  _ 

i  2-8  pm  — Provincetown  Drop-in  Center  has) 
these  hours  especially  for  gay  Problems.;  ■ 
Come  in  or  call.  See  Quick  Gay  Guide. 

6:30-0  pm— Gay  Health  Night  at  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center,  267-7573.  ' 

6- 10  —  Gay  Men’s  Center  hours,  36  Bromfield 

St.,  Boston,  338-7967  „ 

6:30-10— Clark  Gay  People  Drop-in  Center,  148 
Wright  Hall,  Clark  U,  Worcester 
7:00— Men’s  Rap  Group,  64  Chandler  St.,  Wor¬ 
cester,  Mass.  Call  756-0730. 

7  pm  — Open  Rap,  63  Chapin  Ave.,  Providence, 

_  RJJ401)  274-1693 _ 

7:00  pm  — Liberation  Rap  Group  (617)  756-0730. 

7  pm  — Framingham  Unicorn  Society  meets  2nd 
and  4th  Wednesday;  Box  163,  Framingham,. 
MA  01701 

y  pm  — MCC  religious  dialogue  at  63  Chapin 
t  St.,  Providence 

7:30-8:30  pm  —  Haverhill  rap/discussion  group, 
contact  MCC-MV,  Box  750,  Haverhill,  Ma 
01830;  call  374-6905 

7  30  —  MCC  Merrimack  Valley  rap/discussion 
|  group,  Box  750,  Haverhill  01830,  374-6905  j 

7- 9  pm  — Gay  Switchboard,  Vermont  U,  802- 
656-4173 


8  pm-  Alcoholics  Together,  St.  Johns  Evange¬ 
list  Church,  33  Bowdoin  «;t.,  Boston 
8:30-10  pm  — Droo-in  Center  for  men,  Rm.  L-( 
23,  Curtis  Hall,  Tufts,  Medford 

9-12 — Gay  Social,  Columbia  U,  Furnald  Base¬ 
ment,  Broadway  at  115th  St. 

10:15  pm — “Gaybreak  Radio,"  on  WMUA-FM, 
91.1  me.  (1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays). 

T8URJ&UAYS  _ 

'12:30-2:00— Gay  People  of  UMass/Boston  gen- 

_ eral  meeting  for  wpmen  and  me .College  2 

Bldg.  Rm.  620,  Harbor  Campus.  Lounge  open 
every  day  noon  to  2  pm. 

3:30  pm— UMass  Amherst,  Gay  Male  Rap 
Group,  Cottage  B,  near  Worcester  Dining 
Common  -  .- 

6:30pm  —  GRAC  swimming  (See  Mondays). 

6:30pm  —  GRAC  swimming,  Cambridge  High 
&  Latin.  For  info  call  289-7678  _ 

>7  pm — Alcoholics  Together,  64  Chandler  St., 
Worcester,  Ma.  756-0730 
7  pm— MCC  open  rap,  63  Chapin  St.,  Providence'' 

7  pm— Gay  drop-in  coffeehouse  at  Scarborough 
Fair  room  of  the  College  Union,  Salem  Col¬ 
lege,  Sajem,  MA. 

7-10  pm— UMass  Gay  Women’s  Caucus  Hotline, 
545-3438 

7  pm— Yale  Lesbian  Caucus,  Bingham  Hall,  Rm 
B-8,  436-8945 

7:00  pm— Gay  Alcoholics,  St.  Vincents  Hospi¬ 
tal.  Worcester. 

7:00  pm — Gay  Support,  and  Action  Group, i 
Bangor,  Maine. 

Thursdays  7:30pm  —  GRAC  modern  dance.  For 
info  call  289-7678 

8  pm— Capital  Dist.  Gay  Comm.  Council,  332 
Hudson  Ave.,  Albany,  NY  12210 

8:00  pm— DOB  Rap'  for  Older  Women,  419 
Boylston  St.,  Rm.  323,  Boston. 

8:00  pm— Lesbian  Liberation  meeting,  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.,  Cambridge. 

8:00  pm  — KALOS,  Hartford,  CT, 568-2656. 

8:00  pm  — Lesbian  Mothers  group;  46  Pleasant 
St.,  Cambridge,  MA  (617)  354-8807. 

8  pm  — HUM  meets,  Box  262,  Fitchburg,  MA 
01420 

8:15  pm  — Drinking  problems  rap  groi  p,  HCHS, 
80  Boylston  St.,  Rm.  855,  Boston 
8:30  pm— Gay  Women's  Caucus,  UMass  Am¬ 
herst,  8th  floor  of  Campus  Center 
8:30  pm — Gay  Alliance  at  Yale,  general  meeting, 
Dwight  Hall  Library,  436-8945 
8:30  pm  —  New  Haven  Gay  Alliance,  Dwight  Hall 
Library,  Old  Campus  at  Yale. 

9  pm  — Emerson  Homophile  Society,  Rm.  24, 
96  Beacon  St.,  Boston. 

9:30-10:30  pm  —  Drop-in  Center  for  men,  Rm.  L- 
23,  Curtis  Hall,  Tufts,  Medford 

FRIDAYS 

6-12  —  Gay  Men’s  Center  hours,  36  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston,  338-7967  , 

6:30  pm  — Bowling  Cranston  Bowl,  Lanes  33-34 
7:00  pm  — Alcoholics  Together,  Worcester,  756- 
0730,  754-7817. 


MGTF, 


17:30  pm  —  Rap  group  for  men  &  women 

!  193  Middle  St..  Portland.  Me.  ..... - - 

•8-11  pm— "Open '  House  at  the  parsonage 
MCC /Providence,  63  Chapin  Ave.,  Providence 
b:t0  pm—  "bomeWhere  Coffeehouse,”  MCC / 
Hartford,  11  Amity  St.,  Hartford.  ^ 

:00  pm  — Health  Clinfc,  '  Burbank  Hospital 
Fitchburg,  MA. 


I8 


8:30  pm  —  B’nai  Hasxalah,  Old  West  Church,  '131 ' 

_ Cambridge  St.,  Boston. 

9  pm  — Coffee  House,  64  Chandler  St  ”  Wor- 
|  cester. 

>9  pm  — B’nai  Haskalah,  Gay  Jewish  services, 
doors  open  8:30,  131  Cambridge  St.,  Boston, 


I. 


265-6409. 


SATURDAYS 

1:00pm  —  GRAC  soccer,  Hatch  Shell,  Espla¬ 
nade.  Boston.  For  info  rall  289-7678 
3:00  pm — Gay  Support  and  Action,  dance  at  23 
..  Franklin  St.,  Bangor,  ME. 

8:00  pm  — East  Conn.  Gay  Alliance,  889-7530. 

8-11  pm— “Open  house  at  the  parsonage", 
MCC, 63  Chapin  Ave.,  Providence. 

8:00  pm— MCC/Hartford  Drop-in  Center,  11 
Amity,  St. 

10  pm-3  am— Worcester  Hotline,  791-6562 

SUNDAYS 

7  0:30  am— "Closet  Soace."  WCAS  740  A^v 
1:00pm  —  GRAC  volleyball,  Hatch  Shell,  Espla¬ 
nade,  Boston.  For  info  call  289-7678 
‘2:30  pml"Gay  A  s"  Alcoholics  Rap,  Old  West 
Church.  131  Cambridge  St.,  Boston. 

14-6  pm  — Gay  Women’s  Group  of  Providence 
I  Rap.  (401)  831-5184. 

5  pm  -  MCC  Boston  Bible  study  group,  '131 
Cambridge  St.,  523-7664 
5:30  pm  — Exodus  Mass,  St.  Clements  Church, 
1105  Boylston  St. ,  Boston. 

6:30  pm— Gay  Church  Services,  23  Franklin  St., 
%  Bangor,  ME. 

7  pm  —  Games  Night,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St. 

7  pm  — MCC/ Albany,  N.Y.,  332  Hudson  Ave. 
(except  first  Sunday  of  months  at  6  pm) 

7:00  pm  — Metropolitan  Community  Church 
worship  service,  63  Chapin  Ave.,  Providence 
(401)  274-1693. 

7:00  pm  — MCC/Boston,  worship  and  fellow¬ 
ship,  Old  West  Church,  131  Cambridge  St., 
Boston. 

7:00  pm— Church  of  the  Eternal  Flame  Univer¬ 
sal,  320  Farmington  Ave.,  Apt.  A-6,  Hartford, 
CT  -• 

4  pm— MCC/Worcester  services  at  Central  Con¬ 
gregational  Church,  6  Institute  Rd.,  Worcester 

7  pm  —  MCC  Boston  worship  service,  131  Cam¬ 
bridge  St.,  523-7664 

7  pm  —  MCC/NY  worship,  201  W.  13th  St.  (cor¬ 
ner  of  7th  Ave.) 

8-11  pm  —  GRAC  games  at  GCN,  22  Brom¬ 
field  St..  Boston 

7:30  pm  — MCC  f-jkrtford,  11  Amity  St.,  Hart¬ 
ford,  CT. 

8:00  pm— Worcester  Homophile  Organization, 
(formerly  W.G.U.),  892-9113  for  meeting 
place. 
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Apartments! 


j 


Small  4  rm  apt  N.  Camb  $92  mth  in  my 
bldg.,  vacant  as  ot  late  May.  I’d  like 
friendly  supportive  GM  neighbor.  Quiet. 
Near  MTA.  Call  Paul  661-2080. 


Clean  studio  apt.  with  w/w  carpet, 

cabinet  kitchen,  your  heat  control,  etc. 
Good  bldg,  with  good  people.  In  town 
across  from  Pru.  Call  Jay  267-7422. 


Boston,  South  End,  ultra  modern  1-2 
bedroom  apts.  $260-270.  Master  TV 
antenna,  burglar  alarm,  util  not  in¬ 
cluded.  Call  247-0570  between  6-10  pm. 


For  Sale 


Nude  Boys  &  Men,  all  types,  sizes  and 
shapes!  Largest  &  finest  selection  of 
gay  films  and  magazines  in  the  world. 
Guaranteed  USA  delivery.  Send  $1  for 
photo  illustrated  catalogues.  Henk  Van 
Amstel,  Box  219,  Vesterbrogade  208, 
1800  Copenhage,  Denmark. 


Buy  a  Lavender  Rhino  T-shirt  at  GCN 
for  only  $4.  These  beautiful  T-shirts 
come  in  all  sizes! 


March  29-31 


10%  off  on  ail  herbal  seeds. 
April  Fool’sDay  free  goldfish 


The  Plant  Shop 
23  M  yrtle  St.  Beacon  H  ill 


1972  grey  Audi  100LS  2  door  sedam 
new  clutch,  brakes,  pressure  plate,  and 
exhaust  system.  Must  sell  to  pay  debts. 
$2200  or  best  reasonable  offer.  Call  f 
227-8519  anytime  day  or  night.  I 


JEWELRY  UNIQUE  DESIGNS 
GWM  silversmith  into  contemporary  , 
jewelry  designs.  My  prices  are  reason¬ 
able  considering  small  overhead.  Inter¬ 
ested?  Call  Chuck  547-5276  anytime' 
after  6  pm  or  GCN  426-8752. 


OTHER  VOICES 

Gay  bookstore  at  30  Brorrfield  St., 
Boston,  3rd  floor,  open  11  am  to  6  pm 
Mon.  thru  Sat.  Many  new  titles. 


LESBIAN  PHOTO  NOTE  CARDS 
Black  on  white,  slick  stock  4”x5",  free 
flier,  send  stamped  envelope.  “ANNU- 
UNLiMITED",  1314  Morningside  Way, 
Venice,  CA  90291.  Wholesale/Retail. 


GAY  MOVIES 

Gay  and  hetero  movies  200  ft.  color,  all 
new  action  $1 7.00  each,  2  for  $30.00,  10 
for  $100.00.  Same  day  mailing.  Kevin, 
P.O.  Box  514,  Warwick,  R.l.  02889. 


MERRY  X-MAS  &  HAPPY  HANUKAH. 
STATUE  OF  LIBERTY  T-SHIRTS  now 
available  in  s-m-l-xl, -white,  in  time  for 
holiday  season  at  the  OTHER  VOICES, 
30  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  or  write  Gay 
Media  Action,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston 
02108  (617)  523-1081. 


Job  Op 


HOUSE  BOY  WANTED 
For  Gay  Guest  House  in  So.  R.l.  Sal.  & 
room,  over  18  years.  Send  info  on  self 
with  photo.  Write  GCN  Box  583. 


DESK  CLERK  WANTED 
For  Gay  Guest  House  in  So.  R.l.  Must 
be  18,  experience  helpful.  Send  photo  & 
job  exp.  Write  GCN  Box  583. 


SELF-DEFENSE  INSTRUCTOR 
We  are  a  group  of  10-15  men  interested 
in  forming  a  class  to  learn  a  self¬ 
defensive  art.  Payment  to  be  negoti¬ 
ated.  Contact  Greg,  445-6676,  Boston. 


WANTED  —  Bartenders,  waiters,  bar- 
boys,  go-go  boys,  doormen  for  Sugar 
Daddy's.  Apply  969  Commonwealth 
Ave.  eves  9-11,  Wed.  through  Sun. 


WANTED  —  Typist  for  about  20  hours  a 
week,  flexible  hours,  nice  environment, 
demanding  work  but  a  neat  all-gay 
atmosphere.  You  must  be  able  to  spell. 
You  must  be  able  to  think.  No  sexist 
hangups,  or  race,  or  color  or  anything 
else.  I  am  a  Taurus  who  is  tidy, 
organized,  self-sufficient,  self-demand¬ 
ing,  happy  with  himself,  and  expects 
you  to  be  the  same.  (Also  I'm  over¬ 
worked.)  Write  about  yourself  to  GCN 
Box  69. 


Drummer  needed.  Woman  only  for 
newly  forming  rock  band.  All  others  are 
professional  &  ready  to  go.  Call  Lyn  at 
(617)  723-8542  (before  noon  only). 


Secretary/person-friday  needed  30 
hours/week  by  Cambridge  architect  for 
typing  English  and  Spanish,  organiz¬ 
ing,  answering  phone  etc.  Call  Jerry 
Ingersoll  at  (617)  491-0961. 


STAFF  WRITER 
FOR  NEW  COMPANY 


Ideal  skills  should  include  technical 
copy,  instructional,  questionnair* 
some  statistical  and  so  on  —  mostf 
converting  our  sloppy  thoughts  to 
polished  gems.  Should  be  competent 
typist.  Part-time  now,  job  grows 
with  business;  potential  full  time  in 
year.  Good  folks,  interesting  work, 
project  value  compensation  with 
very  adequate  minimums.  Call  9-5: 
617-723-3500  or  better  yet,  write  an 
interesting  resume  to  Box  9166,  25 
New  Chardon  St.,  Boston  02114. 


“OASIS"  CLUB  OF  TYNGSBORO 
Try  us;  there  is  a  difference!  Open 
Mon.-Tues.-Thurs.  3pm  &  wed.-Fri.- 
Sat.-Sun.  12  noon.  Two  rooms  &  dance 
floors.  Located  on  Rt.  3A  (Frost  Rd.), 
Tyngsboro,  Ma. 


Organizations 


SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense 
Fund,  2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle, 
Wash.  98109,  (206)  282-5798.  Mem¬ 
bership  $5.00. 


AMERICA  LATINA  — LATIN  AMERICA 
Estamos  interesados  en  comunicarnos 
con  Gays  en  America  Latina  y  el  Caribe. 
Si  tienes  amistades  en  estas  areas,  por 
favor  pideles  que  se  comuniquen  con 
nosotros,  o  enuianos  sus  nombres  y 
direcciones.  We  are  interested  in  cor¬ 
responding  with  Gays  in  Latin  America 
and  the  Caribbean.  If  you  have  friends 
in  these  areas,  please  ask  them  to  write 
us,  or  send  us  their  name  and  addres¬ 
ses.  Comunidad  de  Orgullo  Gay,  Apar- 
tado  5523,  Puerta  de  Tierra,  San  Juan, 
P.R.  00906. 


SOUGHT  FOR  HELP 
Matthew,  23  yrs  beginning  to  come  out 
of  disciplinary  closet,  need  recaptor  of 
my  effect.  Experienced  or  inexperi¬ 
enced  subservient  M  who  will  help  me, 
even  if  to  talk  and  share  ideas,  feelings, 
etc.  Bos.  area  only.  Call  254-3234  or 
write  GCN  Box  542. 


Sales  representative  wanted  for  quality 
line  of  silk  screened  T-shirts.  Prof, 
only.  10  am-5  pm.  491-6987. 


LUTHERANS 

ALC,  LCA  and  Mo.  Uniting  for  justice, 
love,  understanding  in  our  church.  Lu¬ 
therans,  concerned  (for  gay  people), 
Box  15592-B,  Salt  Lake  City,  UT  84115. 


NAT'L  GAY  PRISONERS  COALITION 
would  love  to  hear  from  any  Gay 
Brother  or  Sister  who  is  interested  in 
helping  liberate  the  Rights  of  Gay  Pris¬ 
oners  in  Federal  Prisons.  Contact 
Johnny  Gibbs,  #86976-132,  Box  1000, 
U.S.  Prison,  Lewisburg,  Pa.  17837. 
(Chairman  of  the  National  Gay  Prison¬ 
ers  Coalition.) 


JANUS  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

for  women 

Groups,  Individuals 
Couples  Therapy 


419  Boylston  St.,  Room  519,  Boston 
*  Tel.  536-3071 


Job  Wanted! ? ! 


NORTHERN  NEW  ENG.  GAYS 
Am  interested  in  moving  2  country, 
would  like  2  know  job  situation  &  gay 
life.  Am  yng  GM,  wrk  in  mental  health, 
but  will  consid  any  job.  I  appreciate 
info.  Pis  write  Bob,  GCN  Box  569. 


BOSTON  BAIL  PROJECT 
Most  people  who  are  arrested  are  al¬ 
lowed  bail.  The  rich  can  always  pay. 
The  poor  often  languish  in  dirty  cells 
just  because  they  are  poor.  You  can 
help.  Contact  the  Boston  Bail  Project, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  Ma. 
02138  or  call  (617)  491-1575. 


GAY  QUAKERS 

We  are  trying  to  identify  gay  and 
bisexual  friends  who  are  interested  in 
presenting  a  gay  perspective  in  general 
conference.  Contact  Jan  Beck  at  GCN 
Box  538.  Confidentiality  assured. 


RUN,  DANCE,  BREATHE,  SMILE, 
Jump,  splash,  dribble,  scrabble.  The 
■  gay  recreation  activities  committee  has 
something  for  you!  Most  events  are 
FREE.  Meet  other  gay  people  into 
wholesome  fun.  Write  for  "Spring" 
brochure,  G.R.A.C.,  c/o  GCN,  Box 
8000,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108. 


WM  24  sks  pt  time  eve  employment 
situations.  Currently  art  student  and 
need  $  for  photo  equipt.  Good  refs. 
Dick  524-4079. 


GAY  SOCIETY  OF  ANGOLA 
New  Gay  organization  in  Louisiana 
prison.  Anyone  interested  in  helping 
with  support  contact  Anthony  T.  Smith, 
GSOA,  PMB-71 437-CBA,  Angola,  LA 
70712. 


Personals 


"HUSTLER"  FOR  HIRE 
Analytical,  pragmatic  problem  solver 
with  ten  years  experience  in  manage¬ 
ment  including  systems  and  proced¬ 
ures,  personnel,  accounting  and  data 
processing.  Prefer  Boston.  Box  8063, 
Washington,  D.C.  20024. 


PROFESSIONAL  WOMEN 
There  must  be  a  lot  of  hard-working  gay 
professional  women  in  the  Boston  area 
in  medicine,  business,  academia  etc. 
Let’s  for  a  gay  professional  women's 
organization  to  get  to  know  each  other, 
remaining  absolutely  discreet.  Please 
send  thoughts/suggestions  to  GCN 
Box  572. 


Miscellaneous  ! 


Locker  Room 


/  Bottle  $5.00 
from 


STARLITE 


INDUSTRIES 


P.O.  Box  9445 
Providence,  R.l.  02940 

Dealer  Inquiries  Invited 


PRISON  MINISTRY  IN  R.l. 

We  are  trying  to  contact  gay  men  & 
women  in  the  Adult  Correctional  ISTI. 
We  are  seeking  names  of  those 
individuals  who  would  be  interested  in 
receiving  correspondence  from  other 
gays.  If  you  know  of  anyone,  please 
contact  Connie  DiCenzo,  c/o  MCC 
Providence,  63  Chapin  Ave.,  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.l.  02907. 


JOIN  DIGNITY 

Gay  and  Catholic?  Find  out  more  from 
Dignity,  a  national  organization  of  gay 
and  concerned  Catholics.  Write  Dignity, 
755  Boylston  St.  Rm.  413,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


-HVIJNUANALVy  I 

Lies.,  cert.,  dr.,  health  insurance  ok. 


Couples,  depression,  tension,  meds 
avail.  Call  eve.  4-11  739-1252.  No  fee 
1st  visit. 


BLACK  GAY  MEN'S  CAUCUS 
Concerned  brothers  should  write  GCN 
Box  9600. 


EAR  PIERCING 


Fast,  painless  &  sanitary. 

THECUTTERY  1 19  Charles  st. 

BOSTON 


tues-sat 


227-0119 


classified  ad  order  form 


l 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by  phone. 
Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay  Community 
News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  02108. 

Since  we  serve  all  New  England,  please  Include  your  area 
code  if  your  ad  includes  a  phone  number. 


If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office:  Our 
hours  are:  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.,  Monday  through  Wednes¬ 
day;  10  a.m.  to  9  p.m.,  Thursday;  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 
Friday  and  Saturday;  and  4  n.m.  to  8  p.m.,  Sunday. 


Please  circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 


Non-business:  $3.00  for  4  lines  (35  characters  per  line);  each 
additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines  are  50  cents  for  25 
characters. 


APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE  INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  OFFERED  JOBS  WANTED  PENPALS 
ORGANIZATIONS  PERSONALS  RESORTS 
RIDES  ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 
MISCELL  LOST  &  FOUND  PUBLICATIONS 


Headlines 


Business  (if  you  charge  mosey  for  a  service,  yon  are  a  busi¬ 
ness):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters  per  line) 
and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines  are  $  1 .00 
for  25  characters. 


First  30  words. 


_at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 

_at  $ _ per  wk.  S_ 


Each  add’l  15  words  at  $_ 


_per  wk.  $_ 


Box  Numbers:  are  available  at  $1 .00  for  6  weeks  if  you  pick 
up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail  forwarded, 
the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is  forwarded  at  the  end 
of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks.  If  you  want  mail  forws.ded  for 
a  3  month  period,  a  $5700  charge  will  be  made  for  the 
additional  time. 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  wks.  SL 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  wks.  $_ 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1 .00  $_ 

3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00  _ $_ 


TOTAL  ENCLOSED . $_ 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run 


PLEASE  PRINT  NEATLY. 


Name 


jState_ 


Address 


JPhone 


LIBERATED  COUPLE  SEEKS  GAYS 
Liberated  couple  40s  seek  gay  males  & 
females  to  50s  for  consummation  of 
mutual  concerns.  DLD,  Box  157,  310 
Franklin  St.,  Boston,  MA  02110. 


DEAR  CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISER: 

If  preference  as  to  race  [B  or  W]  does 
not  matter,  why  put  it  in? 


OLDER  GAY  WOMEN 
Interested  in  rap  &  social  group?  Are 
you  30,  35,  older?  Want  to  make  new 
friends,  share  ideas  &  common  prob¬ 
lems?  Please  write  GCN  Box  582. 


GWM  FRIENDS  WANTED 
I  am  GWM  23,  5’3”  bn  hair  &  eyes. 
Looking  for  someone  about  25,  str  app 
who  enjoys  disco,  good  times.  Write 
Ed,  Box  7,  Yarmouth  St.,  Boston  021 16. 


Bisexual  white  male,  30,  gentle,  under¬ 
standing,  straight  looking,  seeks  gay  or 
bi  teen  for  friendship  and  good  times. 
P.O.  Box  1463,  Boston  02104. 


GCN  has  no  control  over  classified  ad¬ 
vertisers.  We  cannot  assure  you  that 
your  inquiry  will  be  answered  or  that 
the  product  or  service  is  accurately 
presented. 


NATIONAL  MIME 

THEATRE  SCHOOL 

MIME 


j  GWF  seeks  same  for  friendship,  pos¬ 
sible  relationship,  no  drugs,  quiet, 

I  sincere.  Send  letter  describing  own 
interest  &  ideas.  Let's  get  together. 
Write  GCN  Box  579. 


I  am  a  1 9  yr  old  lonely  female,  gay,  who 
would  love  to  have  gay  persons  to 
j  correspond  with.  Please  write,  I  need 
4  you.  Shannon  O’Brien,  Box  16871,  New 
•  London,  CT  06320. 


Batman,  fellow  sage,  hippie  of  sub¬ 
servience,  and  anyone  else  who  my  ads 
were  really  felt  by.  To  all  of  you  guys  I 
say,  “I  give  up."  Signed,  Robin,  The 
Blue  Wizard.  Matthew  write  GCN  Box 
542. 


ONE  SMART  GUY  WANTED!!! 
Looking  4  a  guy  who  hates  2  sleep 
alone?  R  U  16-24  cute  or  masc  & 
cleancut  as  well  as  intelligent?  Enjoy 
j  the  best  things  in  life  &  have  a  picture  2 
send  2  a  bi  WM  26,  with  own  apt  &  car 
in  Boston?  I  hope  U  do,  I'll  respond! 
P.M.B.  361,  102  Charles  St.  02114. 


TELEDATE 


Meet  a  friend  on  videotape 


A  discreet  way  t 
meet  new  and  intei 
esting  people. 


For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call: 


267-3535 

TELEDATE  lets  you  see 
I  and  select  people  most 
1  attractive  to  you  on 
\  videotape. 


739  BOYLSTON  STREET 
BOSTON.  MASS  02116 


I  LoVrell  area,  tn  WM  middle  46  6'1<5" 

1  lbs.  seeks  discreet  G  or  Bi  WM  35-45  for 
I  friendship  &  sex.  No  hassle,  will  ans  all 
I  that  are  honest.  Address  &  phone  no. 
Please  allow  4  weeks  for  mail.  GCN  Box 

22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Ma. 
I  02108. 


COUNSELING 
William  Modlin,  CSC,  MA 
Marion  Tredeau,  RN  MA 
426-5295 
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IN  IO  S  and  M? 

6WM,  student,  21,  slim,  tairly  attract¬ 
ive,  seeks  GM  under  25  who  likes  S&M 
(wrestling  for  example)  and  enjoys 
giving  and  getting  both  pain  and 
affection.  Conn,  area  preferred,  but  not 
necessary.  Write  GCN  Box  541 . 


Brushed  Aluminum 
INHALERS 

with  Teflon  Seals 
A2A  —  Center  Break 
ASA  —  Bottom  Break 

from 

STARLITE 

INDUSTRIES 

P.O.  Box  9445 
Providence,  R.l.  02940 


Transvestite  Newsletter.  Free  sample. 
Has  articles,  photos,  personals  and 
unusual  offers.  Write  Empathy,  Box 
12466,  Seattle,  Wash,  98111. _ 

News  from  the  North!  Subscribe  to  the 

Maine  Gay  Task  Force  Newsletter,  a 
monthly  journal  of  gay  and  feminist 
news  and  opinion  from  the  Pine  Tree 
State,  $4/yr.  Sent  in  sealed,  un¬ 
marked  envelopes.  Make  checks  pay¬ 
able  to  MGTF  Newsletter,  Box  4542, 
Portland,  Maine  04112. 

WIN  MAGAZINE 

Peace  and  freedom  through  non-violent 
Action.  Subscription  $7/yr.  WIN,  Box 
547,  Rifton,  N ,Y.  1 2471 . _ . 


GWM  early  twenties  into  music  and 
politics  seeks  friendship  in  Boston 
area.  Write  GCN  Box  575. _ 

GCN  WANTS  YOUR  STORY 
Write  Lyn,  your  personal  story  about 
Coming  Out,  your  relationships,  your 
family’s  reaction  to  your  gayness,  your 
favorite  gay  experience,  your  worst 
experience.  We  need  you  in  GCN!  Send 
to  Lyn  at  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Bos- 
ton,  Ma.  02108. _ 

.  m  looking  for  a  GWF,  petite  and  som>. 
what  feminine  who  has  patience,  likes 
music,  dining,  good  times  and  lots  of 
affection!  No  drug  users,  please.  Wr: 
GCN  Box  554. 

WM  24,  5’9”,  140,  str  app,  avg  looks, 
not  out  long,  seeks  very  masc  rugged 
self  assured  male,  any  scene,  any  age 
but  prefer  30-45.  Write  GCN  Box  532. 

FRI.  NIGHT  BLUE?  t. 

Why  be  bored,  hassled  or  stood  up? 
Come  to  GCN  office  at  6  pm  and  exper¬ 
ience  good  folks  and  pleasant  conver¬ 
sation,  while  folding  and  mailing  GCN. 


Publications  + 


FOCUS 

A  journal  for  lesbians,  put  out  by 
Boston  DOB.  New,  exciting  format.  60c 
sample  copy,  $6.00  for  1  year.  Send 
check  to  DOB,  419  Boylston  St.,  Rm. 
323,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

PEACE  WORK 

Nonviolent  social  change  news  re¬ 
ported  in  lively  monthly  New  England 
newsletter.  Subscription  $3,  sample 
copy  free.  Peacework,  48  Inman  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. 


THE  COMPLETE  GAY  GUIDE 
Hot  off  the  presses,  the  all  new  Gay 
Person’s  Guide  to  New  England  128 

pages,  hundreds  of  listings:  outdoor 
cruising,  bars,  baths,  beaches,  ser¬ 
vices,  groups.  Expanded  coverage  for 
gay  women,  city  maps,  articles  on  gay 
history/herstory,  telling  parents,  S&M, 
baths  and  more.  $3.75  at  our  office 
(10-6,  wkdays);  $4.00  by  mail:  GPG, 
Dept.  G-2,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston 
02108. _ 

AMSTERDAM  GAYZETTE,  Europe’s  fa¬ 
vorite  Gay  newspaper!  Printed  in  Eng¬ 
lish  and  published  monthly.  Enjoy 
world  famous  “Outrageous”  Classified 
Ads  from  GAYZETTE  readers  !"  Europe 
and  USA,  plus  lots  of  male  nudes!  Send 
$1.00  for  sample  copy.  Amsterdam 
Gayzetter,  P.O.  Box  893,  Amsterdam 
1000,  Holland. _ 

" *  FORNIA  SCENE.  7th  year.  Sample 
copy  $1.25.  Ten  copies  $10.  Articles  of 
general  interest  and  news  of  all  Califor¬ 
nia  plus  photos,  theatre,  movie  reviews 
and  book  reviews.  Box  26032,  Los 
Angeles  90026. 


MAJORITY  REPORT 
Feminist  News  for  Women,  published 
every  other  week.  Subscrip.  $5.00/yr., 
74  Grove  St.,  NYC,  Ny  10014, _ 

Any  person  interested  in  doing  VOLUN¬ 
TEER  WORK???For  any  number  of 
hours,  within  the  GAY  COMMUNITY, 
please  write  Box  1976,  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
Discretion  is  assured! 

GAY  SCENE 

The  monthly  picture  entertainment 
newspaper.  Features  Gay  Movement 
news,  articles,  reviews,  pe  sonals, 
nude  center  fold,  plus  jpore  ir  eresting 
features.  $8  for  12  issues.  Send'$1  for 
sample  copy.  Mailed  in  plain  brown 
envelope.  REGIMENT,  c/o  Gallery 
Three  Ent.,  Box  247,  Grand  Central 
Sta,,  NYC  10017. _ _ 


LAVENDER  SOUTH 

Discover  the  realities  of  the  Southern 
gay  exp  lance,  read  The  Barb,  the 
news  m-  *hly  for  Southern  gays. 
Regional  .«■'  1  national  news,  lifestyle 
commentary,  entertainment  columns. 
Subscription  per  year  $5/3rd  class: 
$8/1  st  class.  Sample  50c.  (All  copies 
mailed  in  anonymous  envelope.)  Clas¬ 
sifieds  lOc/wd,  Mastercharge,  Euro 
Card  and  Access  accepted.  The  South’s 
largest  gay  publicati.  .:  The  Barb, 
P.O.B.  7922-B,  Atlanta,  Ga.  30309. 

The  Peoples  College  of  Law  of  The 
National  Lawyers  Guild  is  a  new  4-year 
law  school  oriented  toward  those 
usually  excluded  from  the  legal  educa¬ 
tional  process.  Gay  people,  especially 
lesbians  and  third  world  gays  are  defi¬ 
nitely  welcome.  Entrance  require¬ 
ments  are  2  yrs.  of  college  leading 
toward  a  Bachelor’s  degree,  or  you 
must  take  the  college  equivalency  test. 
Tuition  is  low.  All  applicants  should  be 
committed  to  use  the  law  as  a  tool  for 
social  change.  For  more  information 
write  Gay  Caucus,  c/o  PCL/NLG,  2222 
West  7th  St.,  L.A.,  CA  90057  or  call 
(213)  388  P'  '1.  _ _ _ 

lesbTan"connection 

A  free  nationwide  forum  of  news  and 
ideas  by,  for,  and  about  lesbians 
(donations  are  always  welcome).  For  a 
subscription  simply  send  your  name, 
address,  and  zip  code  to:  Ambitious 
Amazons,  P.O.  Box  811,  East  Lansing, 
Mich.  48823. 


Resorts 


A  GAY  GUEST  HOUSE 

GOVERNOR  COILINS  INN 
1 13  Touro  St.  Newport,  Rl  02840 
Tel.  7-[40I]-846- 1323 

Call  or  write  for  spring  &  summer 
Reservations 


Roommates 


biack  gay  male  wanted  for  gay  com¬ 
mune  on  Fort  Hill.  Rent  $60.  Please 
contact  Greg  or  Lionel  at  445-6676. 

THERE  ARE  EIGHTEEN  FAGGOTS 
living  on  Fort  Hill.  Were  building  our 
gay  identity  in  ways  never  tried  before. 
We  live  in  communal  houses  and  our 
movement  is  growing.  Come^join  us. 
Call  Greg  or  Mark  445-6676.|or  442-6029 , 

L/F  couple  needs  L/F  or  Bi  woman  to 
share  sunny  mdn  apt  near  Central  and 
Harv  Sqs.  Rent  and  utils  $113.  No 
smokers,  pets,  heavy  drug  or  alcohol 

users  pis.  617-492-7680. _ 

Male  over  30  wanted  to  share  8  room 
waterfront  home  in  Quincy.  $150  in- 
cludes  util.  472-5576.  

CAMB.  LG  BDRM  AVAIL  IMMED. 
GWM  seeks  dependable,  stable  male 
for  airy  sunny  4  rm  apt,  heated,  $130 
mo.  +  util.  Centrally  loc  nr  Harv  & 
Centr  Sqs.  Call  Jeff  492-1567  anytime. 

9  rm.  hse  in  Jam  PI,  Ikng  4  2  GM,  own 
rm,  run  of  hse,  wrkng  frplc,  wshr/dryer 
Vi  blk  to  MBTA  &  shpng,  prfr  frndly 
respon  people,  non-smkrs.  Rnt  $135  + 
util.  If  intrstd  call  Don  524-0108  after  6, 
kp  trying,  grt  opp,  not  sex  ad. _ 

WM  prof  muse  sks  rmt  share  large  comf 

south  end  apt  near  BCA  own  rm  lots  of 
music  (start  with  jazz),  animals,  plants, 
share  fun  with  food,  books,  friends, 
etc.  Prof  per.  or  stu  OK.  $125  +  util. 
Avail  April  1st.  Call  Jim  426-3447. 

GAY  HOUSING — Amherst 
Gay  male  collectives  forming  near 
UMass/Amherst.  Reserve  now  for  June 
and  September  openings.  Box  723, 
Amherst,  Ma. 


WALTER  DRISCOLL 

A  Registered  Electrologist 

Free  Consultation  Invited 
For  Permanent  Hair  Removal 
For  A II  Parts  of  the  Body 

26  West  St.,  Boston  Tel. 628-3435 


GAY  SKI  HOUi>h  ‘  ~ 

We’re  back!  Our  house  in  southern 
Vermont  with  fireplace,  sauna,  and 
good  cooking,  welcomes  you.  Week¬ 
ends  or  the  season.  For  information, 
call  us  at  (212)  794-2770. 


BEACON  TOURS 

Gay  Trips 

Call  Linda  742-1220 
24  Tremont  St.,  Boston 


TAX  SHELTERED  INVESTMENT 
Tax  Service  for  Single  People. 

No  matter  what  your  income,  your  tax 
dollars  can  be  saved  by 

Financial  Associates 
19-A  Appleton  Street 
Boston.  Ma.  02116 


haircutting  10-6  tues  thru  sat  266-0300 
232  newburv  street  boston  mass  02 116‘ 


TYPESETTING 
FOR  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY 
Use  our  phototypesetter  facilities  to 
produce  your  booklet  or  publication. 
Good  rates.  We  are  GCN’s  typesetter. 
Write  GCN  Box  69. 


women’s  consulting  service 

TAX  PREPARATION 

For  the  Gay  Community 

Fees  on  a  sliding  scale.  Call 
Ans.Ser. (617)277-4067  for  appt. 


Wanted 


Meet  your  gay  mate 
through  a  " Personals " 


Services 


RENT-A-CAR  $15/day  plus  gas.  Fully 
insured.  Must  have  Mass,  license.  Call 
Joe  492-0056. 


USED  JOCKSTRAPS  WANTED 
Attn  athletes  &  locker  room  jocks.  Will 
pay  $  for  used,  sweaty,  dirty  jockstraps, 
size  small.  I’ll  buy  yours,  your  buddy’s 
or  any  you  can  find  left  over  at  the  gym. 
Raunchier  the  better.  Will  pay  $10  for  3 
jocks,  $20  for  6  jocks,  larger  quantities 
considered.  Let  me  know  what  you  can 
supply  and  I’ll  make  an  offer.  Write 
Thompson,  203  Loudon  Rd.,  B2/A24, 
Concord,  N.H.  03301.  You  get  ’em,  I’ll 
buy  ’em,  used  &  sweaty. 


(Do  not  use  "gay”  on  any  mail  to  thisgroup) 

VERMONT  [area  code  802] 

Counseling  for  'ay  Women  &  Men, 
i-  c/o  Vermont  Women’s  Health  Center 
[  158  Bank  St.,  Burlington  05401  ®63L).  6 

\jay  in  vermorA,  box  321b,  N.  Burlington  Sta., 

!  Burlington  05401  862-2397 

Vermont  Gay  Women  862-7770,  863-3237; 

Women’s  Switchboard  862-5504 

iMAINE  [area  code  207] 

[Gay  Support  &  Action,  P.O.  Box  110, 

i  Banoor  04401 

Maine  Freewoman's  Herald,  193  Middle  St., 

3rd  floor,  Portland  041 1 1  774-6071 

Maine  Gay  Task  Force,  193  Middle  St., 

Portland  773-553C 

Maine  Gay  Task  Force  Newsletter, 

P.O.  Box  4542,  Portland  04112  773-5530 

Gay  People's  Alliance,  92  Bedford  St., 
i  University  of  Maine, 

;  Portland  04103  773-2981 ,  x53£ 

[The  Wilde-Stein  Club,  Memorial  Union, 

I  University  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 
;NEW  YORK 

feay  Citizens  Alliance  of  Syracuse,  Lambda 
I  Center,  503  South  Geddes  St., 

Syracuse,  N.Y.  472-3917 

/Capital  Dist.  Gay  Comm.  Council, 

P.O.  Box  131,  332  Hudson  Ave., 

Albany,  NY  12210_  (518)462-6138 

Dignity,  KO.  Box  1554,  N.Y.,  N.i.  10022 
Gay  Activists  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  2, 

Village  Sta.  10014  (212)677-6090 

Gay  Community  Service  Ctr.,  1350  Main  St., 
Buffalo,  NY  14209 

Gay  Media  Coalition,  c/o  The  Women’s  Center 
243  W.  20th  St.,  NYC,  NY  10011  924-943 

(Gay  Men’s  Health  Project, 

1  247  W.  11th  St  691-6969 

iGay  Switchboard  924-4036 

Gay  &  Women's  Alliance  for 

Responsible  Media,  370  Lexington  Ave., 

Suite  416,  N.Y.C.,  N.Y. 

Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Educ.  Fund  Inc. 

145  E.  52nd  St.,  NY  NY  10022  758-1905 

Lesbian  Feminists  Liberation,  c/o  Women’s 
Center,  243  W.  20th  St.  691-5460 

Lesbian  Switchboard  741-2610 

Mattachine  Society,  59  Christopher  St., 
j  NY,  NY  10014  691-1066 

MCC/New  York,  201  W.  13th  St.  (corner  of  7th 
Ave.).  Sunday  worship  7pm  691-742£ 

[National  Gay  Task  Force, 

80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm.  506  741-1010 

pscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 


5TON  AREA, 

[Access  (Cambridge  Hotline) 
[Adolescent  male  rap  session,  4-6  pm 
B’nai  Haskalah  (Gay  Jewish  group) 
Black  Gay  Men’s  Caucus, 

GCN.  Box  9600 
I  Boston  Lavender  Theatre: 

Women's  group 
Men’s  group 

[Cambridge  North /Brattle  Gays 
(write  c/o  Gay  Legislation) 
^Cambridge  Women’s  Center 
ICharles  Street  Meetinghouse 


.661  -390Q_ 
227-'8587 
265-6409 


492-5220'. 

440-5220. 

661-9362 

3$4-BB07' 

523-0368 


[Cambridgeport  Gays,  c/o  GCN  Box  6500 
ICivil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  227-9469 

[Closet  Space  (WCAS),  740m  AM)  492-6450 

[Daughters  of  Bilitis  262-1592 

1  Dignity  of  Boston, 

c/o  1 105  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
[Elaine  Noble  (Rep.)  727-2584 

Fag  Rag  536-9826 

[Fenway  Community  Health  Center  267-7573 

|Fengay,  c/o  Tom  Nylund  267-1066 

cocus,  Women’s  Counseling,  I86V2  Hamp¬ 
shire  St.,  Cambridge  876-4488 

|Fort  Hill  Faggots  for 

Freedom  440-8551  or  442-6029 

[Framinghacn  Unicorn  Society, 

|  P.O.  Box  163,  Framingham,  MA  01701 
Gay  Hotline  (3-12  pm.  Mon.-Fri.)  426-9371' 

[  Gay  Men’s  Center,  36  Bromfield  St.  338-796)1 

|Gay  Recreational  Activities 
I  Committee  (GRAC),  c/o  GCN,  Box  8000 
|Gay  Academic  Union  of  New  England, 

|  P.O.  Box  212,  Boston  02101  266-2069 

|Gay  Alert  (for  gay  community 

emergency  only)  523-0368,  267-0764 

Say  Media  Action,  c/o  GCN  Box  5000, 

22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108  354-2079 

Say  Community  News  _  426-4469 

|Gay  Nurses  Alliance, 

1  c/o  GCN  Box  J51  j_ Boston  02108 
[Gay  People  of  UMass/ Boston  287-1900x2396 
|  Gay  Speakers  Bureau  547-1451 

| Gay  Way  Radio  (WBUR,  &?.&  FM)  353-2790 

I  Gay  Legislation  ’76,  P.O.  Box  8841, 

J.F.K.  Station,  Boston  02144 
Rep.  Noble’s  Aides  727-2584 

Gay  Hotline  (Mon.  6-9  pm)  426-9371 

|Gay  Youth  Advocates, 

|  70  Charles  St.  227-8587 

| Gender  Identity  Service  864-8181 

|  Golden  Gays  482-8998 

Good  Gay  Poets  ^36-9826 

[Harvard- Rad c I  i  f  f e  Gay  s  .  495-1 92£ 

f  Homophile  Community  Health  Svc.  543-5188 
|  Integrity/ Boston,  £  C/.J3q<' ^2^02^0^ 
|Lesbian  Therapy  Research  Project  *"  *354-8807 
.esbian  Liberation, 

c/o  Women’s  Center  354-8807 

Lesbian  Mothers_ 354-8807 


Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit 

,  Union,  I86V2  Hampshire  St., 

Cambridge  661-0450. 

Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc. 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02116  266-3444^ 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664* 

MIT  Student  Homophile  League.  2S3-5_440 

’NatTonal ‘Lawyers  Guild,  595Mjjss.  Ay  _661-8-3r,8. 
.'National  Organization  for  Women  267-61 601 

•Northeastern  Gay  Student  Org.,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  255  Ell  Ctr.  253-5440 

Other  Fund,  Inc.  (Gay  United  Fund), 

P.O.  Box  1997,  Boston  02105 
Other  Voices  Bookstore, 

30  Bromfield  St.,  Boston 
Project  Place 


426-0412 
267-91 5p; 


Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center)  333-0146 

■project  Lambda  ’227-8587’ 

Transvestites/ Transgenderists: 

Frances  Craig,  P.O.  Box  291, 

MIT  Branch,  Cambridge  0213.9 
:Trao"svestites7Transgehderists: 

Ariadne  Kane.  Boj/l6L  Cambridge  4214®- 
Tufts  Gay  Community,  c/o]5tudent  Activities 


Office.  Medford.  MA  02155 
'Women’s  Community  Health  in 
Cambridge 


776-0921 


547-2302 


Quick 

Gay 

Guide 


[EASTERN  MASSACHUSETTS  [area  cooe  617J’ 

Alcoholics  Together/ Worcester  ~  756~073S 

Clark  Gay  People,  Box  A-70,  Clark  U, 

Worcester  01 61 0  .  793-7287 

.Dignity/ Merrimack  Valley, 

P.O.  Box  348,  Lowell,  01853 
[Gay  Activists  Alliance,  c/o  Postmaster, 

I  General  Delivery, 

k  Provincetown  487-3393,. 487-3234,  487-3344 

Gaypeople/ Drop-In  Center,  Campus  Center, 

1  mo  Elliot  St..  Haverhill  01830  374-0929 

’Haverhill,  N.E.C.C.  Gay  Line,  M  8-10  am, 

:  T  6-8  pm,  W  12-2  pm^ 

(Homophile  Assistai  e  League  of  Provincetown. 

Box  674,  P-towA  02657,  158  Commercial 
}  St. 

’Homophile  Union'of  Montachusett 
P.O.  Box  262,  Fitchburg  01420  / 
j  MCC/ Merrimack  Valley,  Box  750, 

Haverhill,  MA  01 830 


487-9633' 


523-7664 


MCC/Worcester  1  [  /OB-tKJd-' 

Provincetown  24-Houf  Drop-In  Center  487-0387 
Provincetown  HomoRliile  Assistance 
League,  Box  674,  Ff  jvincetown  02657 
’’lew  Bedford  Women’s  Clmic  999-1070 

WESTERN  MASSACHUSETTS  [area  code  413) 

Amherst  Gay  Hotline  (men  &  women)  545-0154 
Clark  Gay  Alliance, Jlox  A-70,  Clark  Univ.,  ’ 

b rgn?^flperin0gt®elcf,  P.O . "Box  488 
i  Forest  Park  Sta.,  SpringfjeldJ)1 107 
'Every women’s  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Gaybreak  Radio  (WMUA-FM,  91.9)  545-2876 

Gay  Women’s  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Hotline,  Westfield,  Mass.  (M&Tues.  9  pm-11 
pm)  568-9759 

People’s  Gay  Alliance, 

UMass/Amherst  545-0154 

Sexual  Identity  Awareness  Org.,  Westfield 
State  College,  Parenzo  Box  197, 

Westfield  01085 

Southwest  Women’s  Center  545-0626 

Springfield  Gay  Alliance  583-3904 

(Valley  Women’s  Center,  Northampton  586-201 1 

RHODE  ISLAND  [area  code  401] 

Alcoholics  Together,  290  Westminster  St., 

Rm.  510,  Providence  .  _  274-4737, 

Dignity /Providence,  Box  2231, 

Pawtucket  02861  754-6029 

(Gay  Wom^n  at  Brown  U,  Providence  863-2189 
Gay  Women  of  Providence  831  -51 84 

Homophile  Community  Health  Service, 
Providence  274-4737 

!MCC  Coffee  House,  Providence  274-1693 

MCC/  Providence,  63  Chapin  Ave.  274-1693 

CONNECTICUT  [area  code  203) 

East  Conn.  Gay  Alliance,  Norwich  889-7530 
George  W.  Henry  Foundation,  Hartford  522-2646 
(=Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

2031  YaleSt.,  New  Haven  06520  436-8945f 

fftarjford  Gay  Counseling  522-5575.  523-9837] 

MCC/Hartford  232-5110,522-5575 


522-5575 


Gay  Switchboard 

Institute  of  Sonal  Ethics/National 
Gay  Archives,  1  Gold  St., 

1  Suite  22B .  Hartford  061 03  547-1 281 

!Kalos/Gay  Liberation,  Hartford  568-2656 

|The  Church  of  the  Eternal 

Flame  Universal  527-5612 

(Wesleyan  Gay  Alliance,  c/o  Wesleyan 
1  Women’s  Center,  Wesleyan  Sta., 

[  Middletown  06457 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

Seacoast  Area  Gay  Alliance,  Box  1424,431-8209 
Portsmouth  03801_ 436-7196,  431-4350, 
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Lymph  vessels  and  lymph 
nodes  or  glands. 


31  wed 

Medford,  Ma  —  Holly  Near  performs 
at  Tufts,  Cohen  Auditorium,  8pm;  $3 
donation. 

1  thur 

Boston  —  Modern  Dance  beginners 
class  for  men  begins  ten  week  series. 
7:30  pm,  every  Thursday;  50  cents 
donation.  Must  register  on  or  before 
first  class:  Send  name  and  number  to. 
G.R.A.C.  Dance  c/o  GCN  Box  8000,  or 
call  289-7678. 

Amherst,  Ma  —  PGA,  U-Mass  spon¬ 
sors  workshop,  “Establishing  an  indi¬ 
vidual  identity  within  the  gay  sub¬ 
culture,”  8pm,  room  903  of  Campus 
Center.  All  invited. 

Amherst,  MA  —  PGA  holds  work¬ 
shops  every  Thursday  in  room  903  of 
the  Campus  Center  at  8  pm.  Tonight’s 
topic  is  “Individual  Identity  Within  the 
Gay  Subculture.” 

2  fri 

NYC  —  Gay  Dance  at  Columbia,  Mac¬ 
intosh  Activities  Center,  117th  St.  on 
West  side  of  B’way,  9pm-2am,  $2 
student,  $2.50  others. 


Submit  Calendar  itms  to  Calendar  Editor, 
GCN,  by  noon  on  Wednesday  prior  to 
date  of  publication. 


March  31 
thru  April  13 


3  sat 

Cambridge  —  Horizon  performs  at 
Nameless  Coffeehouse,  Church  St., 
Harvard  Sq.  at  8pm;  be  prompt. 

Northampton,  MA  —  Lesbian  Gardens 
Coffeehouse,  200  Main  St.,  talk  on 
"Menstrual  Extraction”  by  Women’s 
Health  Care  Collective,  begins  8  pm. 
$2  admission;  all  lesbians  welcome. 

4  sun 

Boston  —  WBCN-FM,  104.1,  presents 
“Boys  for  Hire,”  a  look  into  the  world 
of  male  hustlers,  at  6pm. 

Boston  —  Gay  Men’s  Center  general 
membership  meeting,  3pm,  36  Brom- 
field  St.  Pot  luck  supper  follows. 

Boston  —  Dignity  monthly  mass  and 
meeting,  1:30  pm,  St.  Clement’s 
Church,  1105  Boylston  St.  Auction 
follows  meeting. 

Boston  —  Karen  Lindsay,  radical  fem¬ 
inist,  speaks  on  “Is  the  Women’s 
Movement  Dead?”  at  Community 
Church,  Morse  Auditorium,  602  Com¬ 
monwealth  Ave.  at  11am. 

Cambridge  —  Benefit  for  Susan  Saxe 
Defense  Committee,  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  at 
4pm.  Speaker,  dinner,  film  “Hearts 
and  Minds.”  For  info  call  547-6358. 


Malden,  Ma  —  Tri-City  NOW  sponsors 
forum,  “State  ERA:  What  it  will  and 
won’t  do  for  YOU,”  at  7:30pm,  Univer- 
salist  First  Parish,  2  Elm  St.  All  are 
invited.  For  info  call  Drusilla  Davis  at 
322-4792. 

7  wed 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  Community 
Health  invites  all  women  to  join  (form) 
a  self-help  menopause  group.  Call 
547-2302  to  register. 

Durham,  NH  —  MCC/Merrimack  Val¬ 
ley  sponsors  discussion  by  Prof.  Paul 
Brockelman,  “Death  of  God,”  at  7:30 
at  Univ.  N.H.,  Memorial  Union  Bldg, 
(ask  at  desk  for  room  number).  Public 
invited. 


8  thur 

Boston  —  A  demonstration  with  sing¬ 
ing  and  guerrilla  theatre  to  protest  the 
imprisonment  of  Jill  Raymond  and 
others  for  refusing  to  cooperate  with 
grand  juries  will  be  held  at  Park  Street 
Subway  at  12  noon  followed  by  march 
to  Post  Office  Square. 

9  fri 

Amherst,  MA  —  PGA  sponsors  dance 
at  Farley  Lodge  at  9  pm.  $1  donation, 
bring  refreshments  and  friends. 

Athol,  NY  —  A  Woman’s  Place  holds 
weekend  workshops,  this  week  “Les¬ 
bian  Growth  Weekend.”  For  info 
contact  AWP,  Athol,  NY  12810  or  call 
(518)  623-9541. 

10  sat 

Northampton,  Ma  —  Lesbian  Gardens 
Coffeehouse,  200  Main  St.,  June  Arn¬ 
old,  author,  will  read  from  her  work, 
8pm.  $2  admission,  all  lesbians 
welcome. 

Boston  —  GAU-NE  holds  conference 
today  and  tomorrow  at  Northeastern 
University,  Ell  Student  Center,  360 
Huntington  Ave;  papers  and  theatre. 
Registration  begins  10:30am. 

13  tues 

Boston  —  Integrity/Gay  Episcopal¬ 
ians,  Emmanuel  Church,  15  Newbury 
St.,  8:15  pm,  regular  meeting,  on 
ministry  to/for  the  aging.  (Eucharist 
at  7:30  pm) 


-Some  of  the  nerves  of 
the  face. 


